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Hii&ff q6i;;Rt of common sense, 



REnrRlBUTION TBUM, 182*. 



I.* II.M. 



Dick v. Fletcheh. 

^T^KT d^ lihce tiie cdnmi^nc^iii^nt of the 
{ii^6senl SbasiinM) tW C«<At Im« been ti^onged 
Agr peitsfais 'MKioKIt fo be pr^l^cpt at tb^ 
hearing of this important case. It was ex- 
IMKtod 16: bfe <»ae t^ 1h^ fttft that would 
«x4iie Ota fiir trial; but ha| beeiirput <^ from 
tinve to tintey on various dilatory pleas put la 
by the defendant.*^ It 1»eiiig» at ki^tb^ jj^^^-^ 
rally understood that the hearing would take 
f^oe tlus ^% tlieCowt wfts <?FOwded V> ex* 
cesB) by pdpsons odT bi>tiht a^^s^ of all ranks and 
dasses^ iaod from all parte of the kingdom. 
One pmiitive-lookiog. Qld man, in a plaid 
dnesg^ who was very streniious and noisy in his 
^ffetts to secure a good seat for bimselfi said 

"^ The Defence or '^ Appeal" was not puNUiMl tiH teiy Jute in 
flie year. 
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he had '^cmu «t' the Wjr frae the brig o* Teeth; 
to hear what they had to say to his auld frien* 
Sandy ;" an4 two yem tall aacUffliunfc Istdles, 
in yellow bonnets^ who sat in the front of the 
gailevy, were said to be the Miss M ■ ■ >- s ^ 
of Glasgow^ who bad come lip cm pmpose to 
buy sn^ and witness the putling of tlw gay 
and Reverend deceiver to shame. 

'^. Phill^^ Mr.'iOhitty, aiidMr.Iia«^ ap«- 
"peeapedas oo«ns^ jfbp the j^oseeatioft-^- Mc^ 
'ScEu4e%t and' Mr. (>attit)beit foF the defeidaitt 



. . f 



I The Lord Chief Justice took has seat m 
the bench precisely (reporters cannot be too 
precise in these partic^itars) at eleven minute 
asid^'halfpastAifieo'ckxikr ^ 






At this moment a great confusion was oo- 
casionedy in the body of the Courts by ^ .tall, 
ra;w-boned, yellow haired^ vulgar-lookipginai}, 
in thie dress, apparently , of a borse-pdi;:^, 
insisting that* he bad a right tO" a seat within 
the bar, whidh iiiobody, 1)K>¥i^ever, seenf^ 
posed to admit ■ .■ - <f 
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r-C&BF Jtrih«cis^^-^/?Wift?« timt man?*'' 






Mr- CoMM<m Sbbobastt. — Mr. Joseph 
Wilfr^ Parkins, my Lord, who #35; two or 
three y^ifs ^dyone of thfe Sheriflfe of X<on^bn 
aiid' l^iddlesex, and who daims a ppivilegQ, 
tiso&% conceded to all Ex-Sheriffs, o€ sifitiiig 
within the bar; / ^ - . 

Mr. ScABiLEsPT.— ^1 know iioti my Lord, 
4iftiat Mn Josepb Wilfred Barkins' privilege 
may be in other Courts; but it is a raalter of 
doubts with me, whether he has aay ri^t to 

be here at all. * • . ^ : 

■ ■*■ 

•- • • « 

,. : ■ -I • ■ . . 

Gi^ta^ Ju«TicE.-^Oh ! oeftak^y none ; ihfe 
is a Court of Gonmian Sense. Oi&eem^ ttmi 

him out 

■ ■ ' • . ... . . », ^ . ' " 

Mt. Counsellor Frbn€h rose, as- if to 
interpose a few words in bcl^aJf of the XXXX 
Sheriff; but ^m a friend whtcfiering in his ear, 
tibat he bad betterbe quiet, leai^ his own title 
to be present m^^t be called in question, he 
s^ down again. 



•■» • ♦• T • ' 



miSf Cat of Court, and order restored. 

♦ - « 

. "The names of the Special Juiy men, stmt*- 
inonedfor ttie trial of this case^ were theu 
called over : and after an Unusual number* of 
l^ereniptory exertions had been taken» chiefly 
by the counsel for the prosecution, (to Colonel 
Berkely, Lord William Lennox, Mr, Calcraft, 
M* p., and Joseph; Hayne, Esq*^ among 
others) the following Gentl^aen were sjvoro 



Sir Wm. Cubtis, Bart. M. P. 
Sir Ja8. Mackintosh, Kt. M.P. 
Sfr Jxs. Abebcbokbt, M. P. 

^•lll^ip FlNtAY^ Esq. 



* r > 

Thos. Bf ^bit]^ Eiq^ 
Samuel Rogers, Btq. 
Jomr Ga^t, £«q. 

J:4»(£ii jB tYTB^i Eaqi 
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The Jury being asked who they made 
choice of for their foreman, answered, with 
one voice, ^^ Sir Walter Scott'* 






Case for the Prosecution, 

Mr. JiAW stated thai; this waa ato ii 
meiKt at the instaxioe of Miss Eliza Dick, 



dirtiirfiter of'the liev. Br. Bfek, oT Glasgow, 
against the Rev/ Alexander Fletcher, scrae 
fime Minister ' «i>f Albibn C5hapel, Londoiii. 
Tt consisted of three counts. The)frjf related, 
Thit whei*eas the defendant, hot' having ih€ 
fearof public oplnioii bef6fe Mm, atidfefehi^ 
moved and instigated bv the devil, did, sbme^ 
tStne W other fn the years 18^3 and 1823, 
and again, «Dnre time or other in the yeatu 
1822 or i82!3, by looks, words, si^hs, ^oan),' 
fetters; vows, protestations,' gendflectibns, 
sweetmeats, &c; &c- &c., x>r bt some or other 
of alMihose nieflLhs, make lovie to, and capli- 
'iraXfe; the heart of th6 said ElizEl Dick, and 
liisit he did iAifereupon, at ciaeh^ of the t^mW 
aifelesaid; ^^M^t '^id fengage," bltidi ' M^ 
Oblige' hifnself/ to take the said EHza Diclcv 
i6 h&Kii wedded wife, for better and for worse,' 
«c. ; bub that the defendant had, in both of 
tShe said instances/ brokeiii his promise aftd^ 
engagement to the said Eltea Dick, wh^eby 
she had siifFeir^d s«ibas loss, ^mage,' efcc. '&c. 
The second count, after refetitig ds^ g&bve,' 
charged the defendant, furthermore, with 
Ktt^t^ ttibVed' aiid ^iristigftted' ki ^ifor«baid, 
falsely, wrongfully, and maliciously said> iJcy 
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suiidfy penoDS in and alxnit die atj.oS Jjm^ 
daa. and ebeirtiere. that it was the aaid£li2a 
Dick who, in the jean 1892 or 1823, did, bj 
looks, words, sighs^ &c., or by some or other 
of all these means, make loye to the ^said- 
Alexander Fletcher, &a &€•• and that, in 
both the instances aforesaid, it was the fault 
of the said Elisa Dick, and not of the saitl 
Alexander Fletcher, tbat the marriage agreed 
to be solemmzed between the parties, did not 
take plaee ; by all which, the ssdd £liza Dick 
had been much scapdalized in her reputation, 
and had suffered serious loss^ damage, &c., 
The third and laist count, after relating as ia 
the first coqnt, stated that the defendant,^ 
moyed and instigated as aforesaid, had made 
use of sundry i^iifts, shufflings, artifices, snb^, 
terftiges, fictions, fabrications. Sec &r., 1^. 
excuse palliate, extenuate, justify, &c« his 
said breaches of promise ; by all which, the 
said Eliza Dick had been deceived, deluded, 
befooled, &c., to her great hurt, prgudic^ 
damage, &c, &ci ^ .^ . ; ' 

' ' • ■ ■ ■ > 

Mr«. Phillips then rose ; to ad4re88 J^ 



My Lord, an% Gentlemibn op the Juar, ^ 

The case which, by the kind concession of mj:. 
much more efficient colleagues^ I am instructed^ 
now to lay before you, is one of so extraordinary a 
nature, that I wonder not at the great interest 
which it seems . to have excited. It is one of thos^' 
cases which is not limited to the individuals imme- 
diately concerned ; it speaks to the feelings of every , 
circle of society from the highest to the lowiest ; . it 
alarms the very heart pf the commi^nity, and cppa- ; 
mands the whole social family to the spot where in- 
suited beauty, prostrate at your bar, calls aloud for ^ 
pity and protection. Nominally, Gentlemen, you 
are fempannelled to repair a private wrong, and" a 
.wrong which is of as deadly a nature as human 
wickedness can inflict; a wrong which annihilates t 
the hope of the parent, and the happiness of thQ. 
child ;* which in one moment blights the fondest 
anticipations of the heart, and casts a death-like 
coldness on "the hearth within our bowers." But^ 
in reality, GentiejiJien, you have to (do much more ; • 
you are to say by yqur verdict, whether anexample 
of such transcendant turpitude as that which I shaU,. 
unfold to you is to st^lk forth for public imitation ; ; 
oir to be branded with the scorn and reprqbatioiv 
which it merits. It is not only individual and 

family happiness most wantonly wounded, but, 

» • . ■ . •■ - 

B 



religion profaned^ morality insulted^ the sacred 
order degraded, which make to you their melan- 
choly appeal. You will hear the. facts. Gentlemen^ 
with as much patience as indignation will allow ; 
I will only ask of you to adjudge them with as 
much mercy as j ustice will admit. 

The individual. whom I have now to arraign be- 
fore you, was born and educated in Scotland. Do I 
reproach him with his nativity ? God forbid that I 
sliould, except in as far as it aggravates the wrongs 
of which he is accused— that he should have been 
brought up in a country, remarkable beyond all 
others for instilling into her children a fidelity to 
social obligations. He cannot, like too many of the 
hapless sons of my own poor, neglected, natal, soil, 
plead the defects and prejudices of early education, 
in extenuation of the errors and vices of mature life. 
The defendant was nurtured among a people of less 
crime, because of better education, than any in the 
world. Wherever the name of Scotland is mention- 
ed, knowledge hails her as her darling child; where- 
ever her sons sojourn, temperance, industry, and 
integrity have been in use to attest their presence ; 
a primeval piety consecrates her church ; a noble r 
sense of equity her laws ; peace and plenty meet 
in her vales, and the laurel which her genius and 
heroism have won, is entwined with the palm-le^ 
of a matchless morality. 

I would, more particularly. Gentlemen, point out 



to your adiniration^ — fo universal admiratioD, and 
imitation, if I could-— the singular honour and good 
faith which, in the exemplary country to which 
'this defendant belongs, distinguish the inter- 
course of her sons and daughters. In no land 
on the face of the earth, is the lover's vow of more 
weight and trust than in Scotland; in none«riH^ 
'the essential circumstances of that most delightful 
of all human relations, marriage, more regarded, 
and the empty ceremonials with which it is so 
generally encumbered, less ; it is there purely a 
sacrament of the heart ; the simple agreement of 
^he enamoured swain and yielding fair one, to be 
liusbahd and wife, suffices to accomplish all that 
for which, in other countries, the aid both of 
church and state has to be invoked ; not even the 
witnessing of third parties is required to give 
validity to the solemn compact ; the smallest scrap 
•of writing serves to testify to men, the engagement 
which the fond pair have, unseen, unheard by all 
but Him who is omniscient and omnipresent, come 
under to each other. 

It may surprise your sticklers for forms and 
ordinances, to hear that so simple a state of mat- 
*ters as this; exists in a land, which is yet far — 
very far— from having arrived at that desolating 
licentiousness of which other countries more 
favoured by statutory interference with the private 
concerns of individu^s, can boast. But I may 

b2 



fearlessly invite t^m to contemplate that Btat^ 
of matters in all its cooaequences. I would ask 
them, to shew me^ a peojj^e among whom breaches 
of promise of marriage are less frequent, or the 
seduction of female^ innocence a crime of such 
rare occurrence. I would boldly challenge them 
W<|>oint me out the land where beauty enjoys 
more of that reverential homage, which is her 
birthright; where loveliness is more habitually 
allied to virtue, without which, all else is fleet- 
ing and perfidious ; where constancy to the obli- 
gations of lover, husband, and wife, is more firmly 
domesticated ; where passion is kept more sternly 
under the guidance of honour and morality ; where 
woman, in short, is more invulnerable in her chaste 
and charmed helplessness. 

Nor is the reason for all this. Gentlemen, so 
Miifficuit of comprehension as those nxay imagine, 
with whom modes and ceremonies are every thing, 
and truth and honour^ but empty names. The 
superior consequence which our northern neigh- 
bours so wisely attach to all promises of marriage, 
however secret, and the simplicity of the means 
by which an indissoluble connexion may be found- 
ed upon them, teach their young men to be cir- 
cumspect in thgir advances to the fair sex ; to 
proffer no declarations of attaqhment but what 
apring from the heart, and are rooted there 
beyond the power of chaijge ; tp sport no vows 




in tKe sight of God, A<^hich they are riot 
to fulfil in the sight of men. They teach the 
Caledonian fair too, how they may, at all times, and 
under all possible circumstances, appreciate and test 
the sincerity of the professions which are addressed' 
to them; they take away from seduction its pre* 
tence, from lovers' perjuries their impunity;, by 
removing all obstacles to the lawful consummation 
of a virtuous attachment, they^interpose such an 
obstacle to the triumphs of lawless desire, as can 
only be surmounted where corrupt inclination plays- 
the pander to voluntary degradation. 

Such, Gentlemen, is the country where this^ 
defendant drew his first breath ; such the estim- 
able habits and customs of the people among whom 
he grew up to manhood, and which must neces- 
sarily have had a principal share in forming his 
views, of what is right and wrong, in the various 
relations of life. He comes from a land, not merely 
unrivalled in intelligence and morals, but where a 
promise of marriage is invested with an importance 
and sacredness, far beyond what are attached to 
it in this, or perhaps, any other country in the 
world. And yet, Gentlemen, it is for the very vio- 
lation of such a promise — nay, one breach of pro- 
mise after another — attended, too,^ with circum- 
stances of the most cruel aggravation ; with hope 
protracted, as long as Ilion's woes; with deception 
and duplicity, as to the causes of the rupture; 



witk $la&der aod de&matioo of the unfortanate 
▼ictim of his.perfidy^ and of that idctioji's friands^— ^ 
tluitthisdd*eiidantstaiid$ now accused. Iijianyinany 
be his natiyity or his education what it may, such, 
conduct would be base : but in a Scotsmaur-I need 
not say an educated Scotsman, for they are all 
educated — ^I hold it to be doubly criminal. Tis 
not only truths honour, morality and justice, but 
all thesai, as they exist in Scotland, in a state 
mor^ akin to perfection t^an any where else, which ^ 
cry out for vengeance on the offender. 

But, Gentlemen, there is yet a more aggravating 
circumstance which distinguishes the case of the 
present* defendant. To other characteristics, but 
too little in unison with the very serious offence . 
of which he stands accused, he adds, that of being 
— a minister of the gospel — of that gospel, which, , 
before all other good works, inculcates the neces- . 
sity of discharging our duty towards our neigh- 
bour. Not simply a disciple. Gentlemen, but a 
leader of disciples ; one whose own practice should 
be^ a brilliant exemplification of the doctrines 
which he teaches, who should be as a shining 
light — ^a pillar of fire — to direct the steps of other 
m^p in their pilgrimage through this world of 
darkness and sin. Nay, more. Gentlemen, the . 
defendant is a minister of what in Scotland \» , 
called the Recession Church— a church, the mem* 
b^ of which podde themselves on b^g of a iar . 



purer faith and practice than those of the eidH^ 
hlished or any other churchy and whose very se- 
cession; as I am informed/ arose out of certain con* 
^clentiaus and highly honourable scruples about 
professing what they did not believe; and promising 
what they could not perform. Heaven forbid ! Gen-f 
tlemen/that I shotild in this, or any case, endea- 
vour to excite an intolerant or illiberal fieeling. 
For my own part, I care not for any shadowy and 
unsubstantial differences either as to tenets of faith 
or forms of worship; I respect a minister of thd 
gospel equally whether he be clothed in plaid or ia 
purple, whether he wears a mitre in the van of the 
ascendancy, or journeys like the Apostles without 
either " scrip or staff." But I do say, that where 
a minister of any church appears as a defendant 
in a case like this, in proportion as that church 
claims to be purer and better, and more exemplary 
than all others, so much greater vm^t the guilt 
(if established) of the defendant be. The tesence 
of crime consists but in a knowledge of what is 
evil, and exactly in proportion as a man is en* 
lightened, must in all cases be the measure of his 
transgressions. 

It is now, Gentlemen, some eleven years and more 
since this Reverend Gentleman, this ultra pious^ 
pure and professing Scotsman, first paid his ad^ 
dresses to Miss Eliaa Dickj daughter of the Hey. 
Professor Dickof Glasgow, a lady^ as I am ioformedi 
of very considerable personal attractions^ in the 
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highest degree'accomplished, of an unimpeachable 
^ moral character, and whose family, as many of 
you. Gentlemen, must know, yields to none in the 
, Secession Church in point of eminence and re- 
spectability. When Mr. Fletcher first owned his 
love, he was but an humble licentiate of 
that church, of which Dr. Dick, the lady's fa-' 
ther, was, as he still is, one of the brigh^st orna- 
ments; he had scarce yet reached the age of 
manhood, and had nothing in the way of fortune 
to expect from his father, who was a respectable 
but poor minister in the same connection. Mr.' 
Fletcher was, however, a young man of protnisitig 
talents, and though not of what is ordinarily called 
ti pleasing address, yet of that ardent and enthu- 
siastic temperament, which is perhaps more calcu- 
lated to make an impression on the female heart. 
He succeeded, it is confessed, in winning the 
slffections of Miss Dick, and nothing but his want 
of means to support a family establishment, stood 
in the way of their union. At length, in 1812, 
Mr, F. received a call to be pastor to a numer- 
ous and wealthy congregation in London, con- 
nected with the Scottish Secession Church ; and 
it was then agreed between him and Miss D., that 
the marriage should take place in the course of 
the ensuing yean 

' Mr. F., however, had scarcely settled in London, 
tiefore Miss Dick received a letter from him, in 
which he expressed strbng Bpprehenisiotts that 



a 

were he to launch immediately into the expenses 
of housekeeping, he would be obliged to involve 
himself in difficulties of a pecuniary nature, the 
thought of which seemed to weigh heavily on his 
mind. Influenced by feelings both of affection 
and prudence — feelings of which I am sure every 
honourable and ingenuous mind must approve — 
Miss Dick replied, that she could not think of his 
running himself into debt on her account, and that 
notwithstanding their previous agreement, she was 
willing to wait for a year or two longer, rather 
than that he should so involve himself. 

I have to crave. Gentlemen, youjr particular at* 
tention to the manner in which this proposition on 
the part of Miss Dick was drawn from her, and to 
the nature of the proposition itself; for the con- 
clusions deduced from it by the defendant, are 
such as, I think, you will scarcely anticipate. It is 
Mr. Fletcher, you perceive, who first starts the 
ebjectioa to the celebration of the marriage, at the 
time originally fixed upon ; and the reason which 
he suggests for delay is grave and weighty-r-nor 
thing less than that he will be plunged in debt 
by so early an union. Who can doubt for ai)i 
instant that this was thrown out to give Mi$s 
Dick an opportunity of saying, — " No, you shall 
hot plunge yourself in debt on my account j I will 
wait ^ with pleasure till your circumstances are 
so improved that I shall bring no additional buir 
dens upon you/ but what you are prepared an4 
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4ble to bear ?" What other answer coold « woman 
make^ who had the interest of the man ^e lored 
sincerely at heart ? What other answer, if she had 
the slightest regard to maidenly decency and pro- 
priety ? What other answer, if not bereft of all 
prudence, discretion, and good feeling ? Would 
the defendant have had Miss Dick to reply, " No, 
my beloved Alexander, I am so passionately fond 
of you, I long so much to change my virgin state, 
I am so set upon being married next year, and at 
no other time, that plunge yourself into debt as. 
you may, let the consequences be what they may, 
marry me ycu must^ at the time agreed upon?' 

You will be startled. Gentlemen, when I tell you 
that, selfish, immodest, unreasonable, wild, as such 
an answer would have been, it is exactly the sort 
of answer which Mr. Fletcher chose to say it wouH 
have been becoming in Miss D. to make. In reply- 
ing to the letter which did so much honour to her 
head and heart, he pretended to be sorely hurt by 
her not pressing for the marriage in the teeth of 
his objections, accused her of want of aflTection in 
proposing a delay, and protested that he had made 
a vow that the marriage should take place at the 
appointed time or never ! ! ! 

Oh false pretence ! Oh cruel accusation ! Oh 
perfidious protestation ! Disappointment never 
felt ! Want of affection never suspected ! Vow 
never made ! Who is of eyes so dim as not to 
perceive behind these deceptive outworks a breacli 
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of engagement already meditate, already resolved 
<m at all hazards^ Who.so simple as to imagine that 
if Miss Dick had done as her recreaat lover affects, 
to think she ought to have done ; if she had scouted 
his objections to the celebration of the marriage at 
the appointed time,— had laughed to scorn his ap- 
prehensions of being plunged in debt, — ^hadinsisted 
on leaping into his arms over all the fences which 
good sense and good feeling could interpose, — 
he would not have been just as ready to turn round 
npon and upbraid her for that line of conduct, as 
for the better course which she adopted ? Had she 
done so, we should then have been told (and with 
good reason too), of the selfishness, the unfeeling- 
ness, the wantonness, the levity of the woman who 
could thus set at nought all prudential eonsidera- 
tions, in order to gratify her longing for a hnsband ; 
nor would our ears have ever ceased to ring 
of the utter unfitness of such a handmaid for 
so grave, so godly, so gospel-going a personage 
as the Rev. Alex. Fletcher, The truth. Gentlemen, 
is palpable — the defendant, from causes which may, 
perhaps, be hereafter developed, was resolved to 
break off the match in any event, and it mattered 
not, as far as his resolves were concerned, what 
Miss Dick wrote. He was in the situation of the 
Spanish husband who wished to quarrel with his 
wife, but was at a loss for a . cause. ; he bade her 
bring him a glass of water in the sunshine, and then 
swore it was dirty, because of the motes, which will 
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appear in the clearest water, tvlien held up to the 
sun. So it was with Mr. F. : Miss Dick could not 
have writtien that letter, in which he would not 
have found the motes he wanted. I say, unhesi- 
tatingly, that the defendant designedly, artfully, 
and perfidiously led the way to that very propo- 
sition from Mis's Dick, which he afterwards gene- 
rously made the pretext for breaking his most 
solemn engagement to her. I affirm, that by hk 
representations, by his apprehensions, by his 
-fears, he placed, intentionally, this injured lad 5/ 
in a situation, in which — loving as she did — vii*- 
tuous and discreet as she was — she could hot 
possibly do else than that with which he has the 
consistency, the gallantry, the humanity, the 
most christian^like charity, now to upbraid her. 

In farther evidence. Gentlemen, of this treach- 
erous design — as if farther evidence were want- 
ing — the defendant caused Jean Fletcher, one of his '■ 
sisters, who had come with him to London under 
the pretext of assisting in the preparations for the 
reception of his intended bride, but, in reality, 
it would seem, as a delegate from a whole 
batch of sisters to spoil the match if she could, 
to follow up his own complaining letter with one 
still more abusive from herself, althpugh she was 
personally wholly a stranger to Miss Dick. In 
the course of my professional practice, I have 
seen many specimens of epistolary rudeness and 
impertinence, but any thing more rude and im- 
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pertinent — any thing more vulgarly in^pudent 
than this letter of the sister's, I never read.* 
Fastening with equal cruelty and injustice on the 
^ame ground of quarrel as her brother, she has 
the effrontery to style Miss Dick's generou^ 
and prudent consent to the delay, suggested, if 
not literally proposed, by Mr. Fletcher, an assump- 
tion of airs " which a countess w^ould not show to 
a clown," sneers at the idea of a lady of '\h^r 
person, her purse, her accomplishments," bein^ 
able to retain the affections of any equal what- 
ever for three years to come, and concludes with 
chastely declaring, that in the writer's opinion. 
Miss Dick is as ignorant of the means of ^oing so, 
"as Delila was with respect to Samjison, and 
that she would make the same use of them were 
they ii?her power ! ! " 

Gentlemen, after two such letters as these— 
after SO manifest a conspiracy between the bro- 
ther and sister, to alarm and disgust Miss Dick — 
to drive matters to such an issue, that the ne- 
cessity of receding from the connexion might be 
thrpwn upon her, can you wonder that such was 
indeed the result ? With the approbation of all 
her friends,. Miss Dick immediately wrote to 
Mr. Fletcher, that after treatment so ungenerous 
and cruel, r as that which she had ji^st received 
frQiu his sister and himself, the intended marriage^ 
could nqver take place. 
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The defendant^ Gentlemen, has been heaird to 
say, affecting the whine of sorrow the while, 
that it was all Miss Dick s fault that this rupture 
took: place ; that it was he who was the rejected, in- 
sulted, and injured party; and that his "dear,"his 
"valued" sister, was wholly free from blame in the 
matter. Could aught else. Gentlemen, be ex- 
pected from the planner and perpetrator of 
so base a scheme of domestic treason? Con- 
ceived in duplicity and cunning, there only want- 
ed, in order to leave that scheme without a pa- 
rallel, that it should be consummated by hypocrisy, 
falsehood, and the most unblushing assurance. 
But just Heaven be thanked, which has by almost 
miraculous chance, placed in our hands the means 
of tearing, to very tatters, the veil by which the 
defendant would fain screen his infamy from pub-^ 
lie indignation. I will show him to you, Gen- 
tlemen, exulting in the success of his vile ma- 
noBuvre; acknowledging in the most grateful terms 
the service which his sister had rendered him, in 
promoting the rupture ; slandering and reviling the 
lady whom he had so cruelly used ; and with lips 
polluted by all this abomination — yes, professingiy 
pure and pious though he be-- with lips yet moist 
with the venom of almost every wickedness — 
daring to " thank God for his deliverance !" In a 
letter which he addressed immediately after to 
his brother, the Rev. Robert Fletcher,* then resi* 
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dentin Scotland, and which, through- no agency 
of ours, has recently found its way into general 
circulation, he says, "The Glasgow business is alf 
over. I am happy at. it, very happy. I wonder at 
my past stupidity. Xean has done me. much good 
in the matter — She sent down to her ladyship two 
bulletins of a very curious nature," — alluding. 
Gentlemen, to the letter which I have already 
mentioned, and to another, equally insolent, which 
followed it. '* This week I have sent back all the 
cold, barren, icy It^tters I ever received from that 
lumpish, selfish woman, with whom I have been 
so long enthralled. Thanks to God for the deliver- 
ance." ****"! think Mr. Dick the most im- 
pudent fellow I ever met with. His philosophy 
has done him little good. I have done with him. 
I like Alexander and George. The mother is 
Mrs,. Hypocrisy, and Mis^ D. what you called 
her on the road to Paisley." 

Alas ! Gentlemen, when the heart once admits 
guilt as its associate, how does every honourable 
and humane emotion fly before it ! Surely, surely, 
it was enough that the defendant, had wounded 
the peace, and, as far as in his power, ruined the 
prospects of this young lady— that he had lace- 
rated the feelings of her respectable parents, — 
tliat he had sent sorrowing and indignation into 
tlje bosoms of every one of her family — that he 
h?id violated every principle of good faith, ho- 
nour^ and generosity : Surely, it was enough to 



J&ave 4an^ all thii^, ^thoQt adding abuse to 
injustice, detraction- to treachery, contumely, to 
icrime — 

• • • • * . 

. Were honour, virtue, conscience, all exil'd. 
Was there no pity, no relenting ruth 1 

No ! no ! In the very hour of his heartless 
triumph, when it might have been thought that some 
lurking spark of affection for a once beloved object, 
Would have quickened into a sentiment of pity 
for her sufferings, — when a secret sense of the un- 
fair line of conduct he had pursued towards the 
lady and her family, should have induced him 
either to soften the blow levelled at their peac^ 
and happiness, by every mark of hopour and re- 
spect in his power, — when a regard to the decen- 
cies of life and to his own consistency, should 
have dictated silence at least respecting the newly 
discovered failings of those whom he had so lately 
pretended to love and esteem— you behold him 
without one commiserating emotion, without one 
throb of compunction, without one feeling on the 
subject worthy of a man and a christian. You see^ 
ho^ with more than savage ferocity he mangles the^ 
characters of his innocent victims ; how the faiir 
form he once professed to admire before all others- 
is transformed in the mirror of his hate, into a. 
selfish lump of womankind ; how her highly 
gifted and venerated father, the author of one oF 
the most able vindications of our Common Faith 
ever written, is treated as a fellow beneath the 



17 

noticeof thisunprincipled violator of engagements-^ 
how her aged and pious mother, whom not even 
the helplessness of female age could save from the 
malice of this defamer, is decked for derision ia 
his own filthy mantle of *' hypocrisy !' Tis true 
these slanders were set forth in an apparently 
confidential letter to a brother ; nay, 'tis possible 
that it is solely through the indiscretion of that 
brother, and with no connivance on the part of 
the defendant, that they have been published to 
the world. But it is at least equally true. Gen- 
tlemen, that whether meant for publicity or not, 
they present a faithful portraiture of the writer 5 
feelings on the occasion. They lay open to you 
the whole heart and mind of the man as they really 
are, and not as he would probably wish them to 
appear ; and in doing so, they vindicate remarka- 
bly the consistency of Nature in all her works ; 
for they show you, that when she makes a person 
vicious enough to commit such enormities as I 
have depicted, she purposely withholds from him 
the faculty of being ashamed of them. The wis- 
dom of nature, too, for the effect is better, thd ex*- 
ample less pernicious where guilt stands out, as it 
does here, in unrelieved originality. 

But, Gentlemen, you have as yet heard only one 
chapter of the volume of perfidy which it is ray 
painful task to lay before you. Would, for the 
honour of human nature, that that which I have 
next to unfold were of a description less calculated 
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tD asfohish atfd ajipal ybu ! But it is, to my raiiid; 
bf eveii ' a- Waclier complexion than the "first. I 
fcnbw of no principle on which I shall he aWe to 
account for the extraoMiriary facts of t^hich it 
IS niafle up, but one to truly demoniacal, that I 
shudder at the necessity which I foresee' wiH 
compel me to consider that principle as the only 
one by which the defendant could be actuiited. 

' When the rupture, of wbith I have just detailed 
i6 you the history, bad begun to fade on the me- 
raorj^; when time and the consolations of religion 
ha* nearly heal^ those wounds which it had oc- 
casioned; wheA almost ten years had passed away, 
during allwhicbperiod Miss Dick and Mr. Fletcher 
liad nb communicatiofi with each bther, and 
fie vfer met but once or twice Accidentally, the lady, 
to her great surprise, and the astonishment of all 
Iter family, rciceived on the 13th of February, 
1823, "a letter from Mr. Fletcher, proposing a re- 
newal of their cbrrespondence: ^ In this letter he 
tfequested her to meet him ill Edinburgh, where 
he intended to be in the month of July folio win g*; 
entrfeated her to Write to him " without restraint,** 
assured her that he would '* neVer (again, I sup- 
pose he meant) betray or abuse" her "confidencJe 
and afiection;" should ProvitTence favour him by 
making hfrii the object of them ; protested that he 
held her ** parents and Ikihily iti the highest respect 
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kmd esteem^" and endied wilka i^'Godt bless. tyMi^ 
and bless' thefm-r as fervent, appanmtly, as.if 
heaved from the 'inmost soiid of hers ** vimtaffee-^ 
ttonafely^ Alexander Fleteher." 

I pereeive, Geidlemen, that you are struck with 
amazement and incredulity at the extraordinary 
ehange of tone and sentiment which thia epistle 
displays. *' Can it be/' yon ask^ *^ that the man 
who broke off his former engagement to this lady 
in a manner so cruel and conteinptuaus, could^ 
after ten years of the coldest estrangement, be aU 
at once animated Mrith so ardent a renewal ctf 
idSectionfor her as is here professed! Is, it poat 
sible, that the man who once thanked God so fer- 
vently for his deliverance from Miss Dickaafrom the 
greatest evil that could possibly befal him, CiOiild 
now, in sincerity of heart, pray to the same God 
to make htm the object of her confidence and 
affection ? Is it for a moment to be believed, .that 
he could now have the " highest, respect and es- 
teem" for those parents whom he before so deli- 
berately said grossly reviled ? . We have no faiths 
Sir, in such sudden and long«removed revolutions 
of sentiment as these; they are at utter variance 
with every thing we know of, human nature and 
her operations; we cannot believe in them." Should 
I hint to you that it might be from repentance 
fkey sprung^ yon will teH me that ''he confesses 
none." Or, that he was actuated by a desire of 
repairing the injuries Jhe had ^^nflicte^ you wffl 
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atk me to show you " where he pleads guilty of 
having committed any ?" His letter, you will insist, 
is evidently that of a man who thinks there is 
nothing of which he has to solicit forgiveness. 
** But could even repentance," you may demand 
of me, ** revive love and esteem after so long a 
slumber ? Could it have the magic power, all at 
once, to reconvert the " lumpish, selfish woman" 
— little improved, it is to be supposed, by ten 
years of withering singleness, — into an object of 
passionate admiration ? Could it, all at once, and 
without the least renewal of intercourse having, 
taken place, transform " the most impudent 
fellow" alive, and his worthy lady, " Mrs, Hypo^ 
crisy," into objects of the writer s " highest re- 
gard and esteem ?" Oh ! it is from first to last a 
most incredible story. You canno,t expect us — 
the defendant could not for an instant expect any 
rational person — to believe one syllable of all that 
he now asserts." 

Gentlemen, I confess that my own impressions 
coincide very much with what I have ventured tQ 
suppose yours to be on the. first statement of ^his 
truly miraculous conversion. I, think with ypu, 
that it is incredible, that any such conversion .eveir 
took place; I do not, for ray own part,. believe 
it; I regard this new overture of Mr. Fletcher s 
as nothing else . than sheer mockery. Talk .of 
Catholic miracles ! Talk , of Prince Hoheulohje* 
and his conjuring the bed-ridden to walk, the 
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blind to see ! Here is a simple Presbyterian par- 
son who pretends, that by a mere flourish of a goose- 
quill, he can change aversion into love, deformity 
into elegance, contempt into esteem ! That he 
has but to vsrave that goose-quill over embers 
which have been deadened by the rain and snow 
and frost of many winters, and they will in- 
stantly burst forth into an unquenchable flame; 
that he has. but, quill in hand, to look back 
and be transformed from a false and recreant 
lover, into a pillar of constancy and truths 
Oh! most puissant of miracle mongers! Go, 
Catholicism, and hide thy diminished head f" 
Arise, Presbytery — no, I will not do so much in- 
justice to the respectable denomination of Chris- 
tians, who congregate under its banners, as to'^ 
suppose that there can be any community of cha- 
racter between it and the impostures of this un- 
worthy brother — ^let me rather call on modern pu-- 
RiTANiSAf, that puritanism which consists in cant^ 
and pretension, and hypocrisy — in gifts, and inspi- 
rations, and inscrutabilities — whose strongholds 
are ignorance and gullability — ^whose triumphs are 
welUfilled conventicles, and wiell -filled pockets — to 
arise and exult in the unequalled achievements of 
this heir favoarite son ! 

Bat, Gentlemen, agreed as we seem to be as 
to the insincerity of this second overture, you 
feel, I dare say, as I do, some kesitation as to 
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tike motives lo Which iSuch Conduct ' ought to he 
ascribed. Were you to ask the defendant him-t 
self to explain it on dny rational: principle, tie 
would confess to you that he could account for it 
in no other way, than on the supposition that he 
had entirely forgotten every^ thing about the' first 
courtship and rupture, and all that he had ever 
said about the lady and her relations. ' Should 
you express your astonis^hment at such an un- 
heard of failure of memory, he would, with the 
characteristic humility and piety of the 6lass of 
religionists of which he is an ornament, furthei^ 
tell you, " that Divine Providence had p'ermittetd 
tjm unaccountable suspension of the remembrance of 
farmer feetings, for ends which yet refmain to be* 
developed*/' But, Gentlemen, you and I, who 
are but ordinary men, who, in our esperienceSs 
know nothing of such unaccountable suspensions^ 
. cannot help looking for causes more in accordance 
with tile usual course of human actions, even 
though they should have a little of the leaven o£ 
human infirmity in their nature. You will deny 
wifh me the possibility (except on a plea of 
ifisanity, which is not pleaded) of such ian utterv 
i^blivion of feelings, touching so seriousatransactioii: 
in a man's life, as that of courting and jilting a. 
young femsJe, and then hesqping the foulest abuse' 

. on the unfortunate victim and her family ; yott 
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wiU think witk oae^ that . if ther(^ i$ }uBji<|e at a^ 
in, the w^ys x>f PFovidence (and tha^ there is ,wha 
caoi doubt ?)^ :^n offence of so heinous a descrip- 
tion must remain ^xed in the memory, beyoi^d 
the power, of time or aqcident to erase it^ till the- 
hour of remorse and retribution arrive ; vjou will,, 
with me, hold ,it to be a degree of impiety (juite 
nionstrous, to suppose that the Deity would, 
sui^pend, for an instant, the laws of human nature,, 
in order that a minister of His Word might,, 
a second time^ trample on those feelings of which 
these laws are the appointed guardians. No, ho. 
Gentlemen, we may rest well assured that there was. 
ijo such suspension ; that the defendant remembered* 
well the whole history of his first connexion, and 
wanted, as I have said before, only the faculty of 
being ashamed of th^ part he h2j.d acted. . With 
that history. then in his recollection, thinking; as 
he did of the Jady and her friends^ what are we to 
siji^pose were the motives by which he v\(as ac- 
tmted in this extraordinary renewal of has ad-, 
dresses? ; The defendant will call it a libel oa 
human nature, to say that he could have no other 
view than a second time to sport with the feel- 
ings and character of Miss Dick and her family:' 
^o should I. tOQ, had I Ijeard ^s niuch assorted of. 
my. ujdividual, before^ the present c£^se ., w^ put 
mto my hands, , That th^r^ are men, aye, and minis- 
ter9.):op, whQ,rfQr the gcatificationof a silly vanity,, 
or for tfhe mere pleasure, of the chace,, go about 
disturbing the peace of families, By attentions* 
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V^hkli meaa nothing— ^male coquettes, in isliart^ 
the most contemptible, and, at the same time^ 
ttmong the most mischievous of characters — ^we 
all witness every day in our lives. But it 
was reserved, I believe, to the Rev. Alexander 
fletcher, to exhibit to the world the spectacle of 
a man, and that man a minister of the gospel—^ 
once wooing and betraying, and then returning^ 
after a long lapse of years, to woo and betray, 
a second time, the unfortunate object of his heart- 
less pursuit. 

' Yes! to him was reserved the in£simous dis- 
^hction of having inflicted a blot on human na~ 
ture, which makes it no longer a libel upon it to 
say, that it is indeed capable of all the malignity 
which I have ascribed to the Rev. Alex. Fletcher. 
But what, you may ask, could be the subor- 
dinate circumstances that cherished and fed this 
malignity — and which immediately called it into 
action ? Here, Gentlemen, my brief is silent— for 
it could not speak of what the defendant has care- 
fully concealed within his own bosom ; I can but 
assist you with such conjectures as have occurred to 
myself, and, as may occur to any one on a review 
of the circumstances of this extraordiiary case. 
It may have been, that after the first quarrel with 
Miss Dibk, her friends, in the honest warmA of 
their indignation, spread far and v^ide a know- 
ledge of the defendant's base, conduct; it may 
possibly have happraed, that they mix^d indisf- 



creetiy with their reproaches/ some io^dious com^ 
parisons between the respectability of the d^v 
fesidants family, and that which he hfad so hat* 
sultingly slighted; and it is ^not to be denied^ 
that -if such things were said and done, th^ 
were calculated to be of injury to the defisndant; 
and ^ to excite in no ordinary degi^ee has anger. 
It may, for instance, have occurred,, .tiiat when 
" done witii " Dr. Dick, and when ** done with" 
hi& daughter, Mr. Fletcher went a .wooing to 
others of his virtuous countrywomen-^io niaid$ of 
€vwy complexion and every degree — ^and that, 
with the sense of propriety whidi so honourably 
distinguishes the Caledonian fair, they liiay one 
and all have spurned his suit, with a whisper in 
his ear, to ^^ remember poor Miss Dick!" It may 
have come thus to pass, that repulsed in every 
£^ily, rejected of women, unpitied by the. meo^ 
a fell spirit of revenge may have been excited m 
his breast against the individual and family, fbf 
whose sake hewafi become so much an object of ger 
naral proscription ; and that of this spirit we hftyi^ 
now the* bitter fruits before us. . , t 

'" ' All these things, howev^, are but nmtters o£conr 
jeeture, I find them not in my instructions; ami of 
aiy own (knowledge, I cfitn of course assert nptbittf 
^ the real ctreumstances whiclt iafl^uenced . the d^ 
<feiidant 8 cotiduct. I < have . merely, Qentlecoieai^ 
stalled to you one possible course of events, which 
^CDOy have led to it^one^ of m^ny that might b? 
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jmagkifid-rand tdiis .«<rftely to #ati«£y yp^r mia 
Itetrtboiigh to ^krooaaecond tka^. in oi^ef^.p^ 
hstssLf andrlaugh to scorn, mi j^^v^fectif^ fer 
Aiide, he ia|)i|)ily la. ca$j^ with^ifct^.p^ecedeiitfiH ii 
Wie> whidhi . i& ^ by Ii6 means without ^ cogicgivKblf 

.Would to Gbdy tdie injured filpject e€ tii|s:iA^ 
qialiy-r^tJkat hfiv £ftmily> bad wly kiioWA ha}f as 
nuieb o£^be* real state of the defend^ntV f^^iingc^ 
At thBitiine hi& aeeond proposition .wais made^af 
I hajve this* day, Glentlemen, dev^Wp^d to ypu I 
fiisihypoepitioal advasioes to rei?onciliatio9 wo«44 
tiies,.! aoi! eonvinced, haye beenispuim#d w^t^h aU 
theoiHiteiBpt ajud abhorrence which they merited^ 
Miss Bsck'anS faerfamUy. would then Mm h^n 
spared many an additional p^ng ofrv^i(ati€n>an4 
l|Mvow $ iand ; this : honourable ; Court would xhc^ 
mom be assembled to pass j udgment jon the double 
erin^ . which i the defendant committed^ Sfu^ 
ijr^ntlemen^ neither Miss Dick nor any ^ h^ 
^mily^ had ever seen or heard -a&y thitfg of that 
krtter to iii& hrolduer, which I havf^ Jsead to y oiu <^ 
day^ and which throws' £iiich a fl^Nwi. Of li^hl^^^iail 
the:' cealistate of his s^tisMnte, reapepting thepi ; 
they; ; neven^suspeeted for xl mowent ; thi^t h^ 90^ 
ttttiiiised: suck sttBtimeiits.; xt^y oii^ykufyw ithftt 
^ ^adiJTOoe gatbckl) aad harshly ^ugh Ii^ hl4 
aJsMd^ bod^neviec entirely '1^^ a^plaoe^iii thft lstd|E:^|B 
«tfeetiaii8^ ; they 1^^ wiEUsig^; ttr jbottevef thfltiia 
l&rinkdy bteaking ofE the CQniiexioii^ho>had b«w 
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fwayed by external infiaefieds to wUeb he -hoii 
pow ns^ii superioFy tbey wete disppsed to^ for^ 
&11 that wa^ past^ in the^ hi»pe.that^tbe liit«M 
wottldbe rich ia artonement^ Miaa Dick-wasyaet 
jQordmgly^ induced to. return a favoarabte Bgisymt 
to his letter^ and thereupon a correspondetiM 
eni^ad, which wanted only sm^rity on tiie pairt 
of Mr. Fletcher^ to eolipse every thing elae ef thfa 
kind yet divulged to the world' for amorous enthn^ 
siasm. Were it not that. thosie^who sire realiy^^oii 
fondly 'in love are proverbially blinds J B^puliI 
hav^ expected that the unmeasitred extravs^gance 
bf his declaratiops would^ of itsd^^ have led Mw^ 
Diek ta suspect ttrongly thesiilQerityrefth^lilfa 
who made them. Althou^ hef lett^r^ oonsienttiiif 
to receive faiiQ again into favaur^ coptain^d. tl|e 
first words of tenderness which al^e had .addreisiei 
to him ioT nearly <ten loa^g years; JalthQi^h eiiM 
bow or two of di^ant re^ogtiitionv w^aa aH^ai 
iiad parsed betweea. them during itbat pt^rj^dl; 
although for many a; day, neither had bU . fty^t 
feasted on her charms, nor b;s ear beea delighte4 
with the mu^ of heryoice;' yet> ia it ia .stiritiM 
€i yo^g and boundless ai£eetioBL liketfaeaetkat 
be addresses ' her-^^' My demost JSUxscI^^ yaa ara 
^laniely entwmed nmnd ^iie«ri!<9- yDUt/deBSriGQdif' 
occupy thelkigbtitpUm mmyiodminkig eatmiflimjrf^ 
1 am yem^ <W9^ my kmrt.ia y^urs;^ y&M^isonstmiif 
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Jknde^l desires^ and in niy most animating hopes. I 
didniyou as mine own. I jhank CJod that ever 
Diy -thi^ghts were directed towards you, abd 
thtt Pwvideiice ever directed your thoughts to- 
wards ymar oton Alexander. * ♦ * * The expec- 
tatioB G>f living with yonJiUs me with delight; and 
may my God and your God grant, that before 
many months pass over our heads, that expecfe- 
tion may be fulfitkd! It is im/ wish, my prayer, 
tbjit if Providence spare me to revisit my native 
land, I may not return alone. ' My dearest, dearest 
Eliza, make me happy by saying in your next, that 
you will f«3* sii^r me to return alone, and that 
ydu will eiiter with me on a career which will add 
W our nftitual ptosperity and bliss." # * ♦ * * 
Again,* " You at'e dear to my heart ; you have de- 
voted yourself to me, who am infinitely unworthy of 
such a blessing"' — one true saying, by-the-vray— 
" With longing atUicipatioris I look forward to that 
dfty> when, in the khid* providence of Gfod, I shaH 
see my dearest^liz^,. May I be prepared for meet- 
ing my foi?m^ Eliza, and for enjoying the society 
of her, whose fellowship T prize above every othei* 
earthiy enjoyment beside, and to render whom happy 
I shall ever consider as my greatest earthly btiss.** 
I say that even Miss Dick-^but that she loved ''not 
wisely, but too well" — might have guessed that 
liliMe was something overstrained and incredibte 
iaalitfais. But to you and I, Gentlemen, who 
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luiow besides how the defendant had premiudy 
expressed himself— the more coj^d&dent^y the 
more sincerely-r-of the lady> whom he address^y 
in such , rapturous . terms, — ^how he . had. : ridi- 
culed the fair form which he now protests is^ 
the object, of his **admiriug estimation/' — ^how he 
hadTeproached with . selfishness the individual to 
whom he now pours out his song of gratitude for 
having "devoted herself to him/! — ^how he had 
thanked God for delivering him from the very 
person whom he now thanks , the same ^mighty 
Power for having inclined to his addresses; —to you 
and I, Gentlemen, who know all these things 
besides, such professions as X have readto you^ 
mu^t needs appear nothing. else than. an outrage 09 
ev.ery sanction bgtljt human and divine. • ^ t 

^ To such lengths did the defendant pushhis mock 
suit — for nothing^ else can I call it — that it waa srfi 
length fixed, as far a? words .can fix, th^t the mar- 
riage shoulfi take place in September 1823. Mislt 
'J>ick and the whole of her family regarded it as a 
matjter so a^bsolutely settlejd, that they annpunced 
the event to their different friends and coonexions^ 
a^d : cpniinenced > the necessary ^preparations on 
thei;:; Mde for its stpc^mplishmeiit. f ^ 

. ,.Now it ,was ; that; the defendant began to 
hfiy^ into, play tho^e .shuffling expedients^ to 
,wfew?h, I . ajn ;gonvinct^, he look^ forwatrd ^ frow 
th€j beginftipig fpn jiii^ extrication from this second 
engagement, and the ^^ratification of his revenge 
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llgaiak Mks ' Zkick a»d her ftoaiily*' Whaleva^ 
^dub.te may sifll exist in some of your mmdb,-ai 
to the possibility of the defeikiaBt's being actuated 

by sacb desperate nuiUce a/^r£tbot^ht, Ithiid; 
they m«H»t vanii^ rapidly before the corroboratift 
proofe which now- come thick upon us. If what 

took place before the rapturous protestaticHiS 
which I haye quoted, has not convroced 6very <me 
^ their utter heartlessness, what took place im« 
l|(>ediately after them must surely carry convict 
tion to the most incredulous. No sooner had the 
time for the marriage been fixed — no sooner had 
the Dick family committed themselves, as it were^ 
beyond the power of escape from the infliction of 
the defendant's malice, and the derision or pity of 
the world — >than the defendant, who just the mO' 
ment befisHre was one of the most longing, straight- 
ferward, and resolute of lovers, commetices re^ 
treating at all points. First, he remembers^ that 
he has never made any intimation of the propose 
€d union to two sisters, Euphemiaand Catherine^ 
^ho had succeeded their elder sister, Jean, in the 
masiagement of his household, and also, it would 
appear> in Ijie ccmiptroUership of his affections ; 
he feels that he is bound in equity and gratitude 
to consult them on the subject ; he disco^^rs for 
Mie first tkne, that his duty and affection have 
come " in contact;' but ***r«^j"— matk, GrentleineiiC 

kow-artfelly tmcertmnty begins to be inmMiated-^ 

, ' " ■ ■ . - ■ ..,-■- I » I ■ . 
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mously he <kags 4n iProTidehfce to be responSJWij 
Ibf Ins own 'predetermiiied breach of enga^e^ 
ment-^-** to pursue efFectu^Hy that wise course, By 
'♦^rhich he shslU £nd, by the Tiionth of September, 
iis sisters happy in the career of honour and of 
tisefniness, and himself blessed in the enjoyment 
of his own Eliza." Before, however, there is time 
for any «uch "-vtrise course'' to neutralise the 
dreaded opposition of the sisters — exactly ten 
daysi after — ^he finds out quite a new obstacle, *^ at 
^ melanchdy history," which has ^' alf come to 
pass within that short interval. His brother 'Robert^ 
fbe same to whom he addressed the extraordinary 
letter, which has been of so much service to a 
right understanding of this case, — who* had subse-^ 
qufently followed his brother to this metropolis, 
and with whom he had almost ever since beetl at 
deadly enmity — had, after a few months ces- 
sation of hostilities, come anew upon him, *' Kte 
a rearing lion from Tophet" — assailed him in hi^ 
house— assailed him in his pulpit^— put him in 
dread of being actually mufdered-^so that altO'* 
geflier, he felt ** completely unfitted" for "car-' 
rying on his correspondence ** with "his? 
own" "loving," **dear," "dearest," Eliza, any 
lottger. The' suspicions of Miss Dick and heif 
fisonily were now, as they might well be, awaken- 
ed. From this tnoment, they confess that they 

• See letter AppentHxy A. No. 9. 
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begin to eiitertain apprehexi^imis of the qui- 
dsonv and hone^y o^Mr. Fletpber's inteatipni^ 
and^ere fearful that he was only epdei^vpuri^g 
t0; rai^e up obstacles to the union, which might 
induce Miss Dick, as on a former occai^ion, to 
ffijLt a stop on her part to the courtship. But 
notwithstanding e the strong grounds they had for 
t)^e$p suspicions, they prudently determined that 
they j^hould have more decisive proofs of his inten- 
tion to break off from his^ engagement, before 
they took any step on that idea. Within a day, 
therefore, after the receipt of the news about t|^ 
** lion from Tophet,'* Miss Dick wrote a letter * to 
the " afiSicted Alexander," in which she candidly 
confessed, that she. did not understand (who 
could?) what he meant .by saying that the con- 
duct of his brother completely unfitted him fqr 
his correspondence w:ith her ; that she sympathis- 
ed, and the whole of her family sympathis/ed, wit^ 
him deeply, on account of the afflictions he. expe- 
ri^ced from that quarter; but that these afflic- 
tions only: strengthened her the more in the resolu- 
tion of becoming the companion of his sorrows, 
Qentlemen^ you. may know something, andmus 
^lave regwl more, of dead halts, jn military opera- 
tions — of an army, for instance, when in full flight, 
being intercepted by tl^e blowing up. of a bridge 
over a broad and unfordable stream ; but nothing 
of the ^iful . that you have ever either known or 
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read of, can liave exceeded, in effect, this ju- 
dicious countercheck on the part of Miss* Dick, 
^he presumes not to doubt that her " losing 
Alexander "is sorely troubled, but claiins that 
dearest of a wife's |)riVileges^— the privilege df 
sharing his griefs, and, by way of recompense fdr 
the moiety left to him, of doubling at the samfe 
time his joys. The defendant, who had evidently 
never anticipated that his " irielanchdly history" 
would end in an issue so contrary to his Wishes, 
was like one struck dumb ; so ccni'plfetely hid 
Miss Dick met the pretended* difficulty in th^e 
base, that he knew not what reply to make to 
her, arid therefore ^replied not at all. A^ matter*, 
however, could not Ibr his ow^ feake be prudently 
left in the State to which they were thus brbught, 
he Bethought "him of a mode of extricatihg him- 
self from the dilemma in every \^ay worthy of the 
ingenuity and veracity which have distingtfish6d 
the whole of his proceedings: " I cannot, tbbe'sure,'* 
thought he, " reply to this letter,''but I can affect 
nev^ to have received it; and, if necessary, can 
deny that I ever didi:'* He writes, adcoMingly, 
a third letter * to Miss Dick, in which* he t^k^s 
iSot the least notice of her last epistle— nay; sa^s 
not'a word about the "melancholy 'history "^hich 
led to it, slnd which, according to his shewing, had 
Completely unfitted him for kny further coAes- 

I)ondence-^but starts quite a new obstacle to the 
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^Ifiln^nt. of hi^ e^g;i|igdfae»JL It is i^4o^gev«tlv^ 
*', i^cttrijig- li^ &oai ,79P|^t" tib^i^ ftaods in ;t|i^. 
p^th> APi: splely.bis aiaiaUe^ ^^tei^s, JSnp^is^ 
aiid.Catherj.ne, l^utuoa^ly the whole iipid of female 
Fletchersrr-^qme ten or a dQZ^> I believe — that 
l^ave put thpir jaegative on the match. '' Tb^ 
ayen^ion'^ i^e ^jbi '' <>f my sisters to th^ intend^ 
eolation, waS| what I nevjer drcMaed p^ particu^ 
Iftrly afteif a lap^e of ten years. Were this ,acverr 
sion Gon&oed.to one or tw(o, it m^tbe endured ; 

4 • 

but when I find it .has extended to nearly thi^ 
whole^ I.am inexpressibly distressed.— (Perfidiovp 
dissembjef l)^-^-Could I |)ersuade myself to bq 
lYiUing to be separated from them ibr ]ik, and 
^at you ^nd I C9uld be happy tpgi^ther witif 
sfich a separation before our ey^s— 'Could my jpe-- 
gard to ^oi£ destroy my fraternal auction to. 
thenh , or icould I bring myself the length pf di«9e- 
fpar^ing both tl^eir £rien4s^ip ^and their^feelin^gSt 
l^vould at once, e«ren now, enter into the con^ 

nexion—BiJT I CANNOT " « 

. The receipt q£ this letter ^ut an end to aUL 
dj^ttbtin the minds pf JVf iss I>j)ck andher^frieods, 
^ %Q . tl^e r«ij desjgns^ of Mr. Ele^^hijr. The; efiect. , 
w^ch th^ discov^y . had on jthe mind of the ^ua- 
f#rt;unate ladyj, , k wfire vma -'^ attempt to de-^ 
acrib^- Suoh ;^a^ the. atatp of ;|9^kaUon a[f4 4ia^' 
tipss .into which, it tbrew^ hei^,;4hat, she bad ia 
leave wholly to atb^rs thfj.st^ ^j^^ ^^^^(^pt<^ ¥^ 
tbis^delii^ate-crisis. Her iather imnifidiately: 



to Mr/ Fletehct,* -in temi j, *6cfe aB > it- bfe'cattar t 
fiNlier; alhe ta the iiitpfmiess^ of kir^anigfaterV 
10x11' to -liis ;owii lionour, to write| the iettar «ix^ 
prised Dr. Dick's askcmishiaient that aby^^i!^^ 
diimmg .the dmtkdterctf.a raai df ficbfte^ siplrit; 
and mtegrity; «Hdd ccmsider Ite oppdsitioh of \M 
fiistfers ds a sulEtitent reason £3r tm^iDgoff ib 
sstcred aneng^ehtent as that <^ matriageT rtcfiimd'- 
ed ^ rdefendant of Iht piieparatiehs ipsrhidbr faitd 
been iliadeifor Msr anion ta his daufhlter, and of 
the ocflafident expectations entertained by fhe lad^' 
end all her friends/ that it wdild take placd it 
the time fixed by himself; and "warned &im re*- 
sjpectittUy, but ftrmly, that he ixmst not ekpect 
titat 'Miss fiibk vRoiild^ for any reason' he had yei 
stated, be A second time induced to give up J^t 
cdaisis vpoQ him. 

: STucb, GtotleiaQjeh, wa$; the general t€^r oflte 
letter; but it is^t yoti Bhduld hear^ the ease statbd 
m the venerable gentleman's own words^; there U* 
0§ eloquence in this pleadii^ of a father fi>r the 
ri^ts of his ehild, to #hich no ab^act can pos^ 
a^y do juslace.— ^*-Yafu say fhat in the present 
skate of your feelings, you cannot enter into thd 
conn^x^n. Youl: fbelings seem to indine ioo 
much to one side. Has my daughter n^ fseUnffs^f 
Are 'yoir under no obligation to tabspetct thetti f 
Is she to be orueUy harassed, and your stivers to 
bb' soiothed and Ratified ? ♦ ♦ # ^ * ^-# Yo« 

* Appendix A., No. 18. 
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tre eaH^ to perform ^ yotrr pironrise, "By "ybtir 
honour as 'a[ man, and by yorur tkaracter aife a 
minister of religion; ' What worild you tKnk of a 
man wholiad twice abandoned the %omaii MrhtoSie 
affi&ctions he had solicited and gained, becsaaie 
Ms sisters did not approNne of the connexion, ^hili 
/they could say nothing against ber character ? If 
you are at a loss, put the question; I would not 
say to a christian friend, but to a man of. the 
world; It would' be easy' to' give hife ani^wer; 
but I shall leave it to your own meditations * * 
* * Hitherto, I have hot Jnteifered in thd bui^'* 
ness, but now I am called upon to ^coniefomaf d; 
and to tell you plainly, that! I will not allow tife 
honour' of my daughter, and my family," t6 bd 
trifled with ag^ih. With your sifters I have notlfitig 
to do ; but I have to do with your solemn engager- 
ment,iand I insist that it shaH'befulfiHfed.' :Yoti 
will yourself be convinced, I 'trust,' that evfery 
thing honourable and' sacred require you tb'dti 
so: If 1 aiii drsappoirited in this expectation, '4llb 
affair will not end as it did fofmerly-^fbr I am 
determmed to take every measure to vindica'te 
the honour of my daughter, and to e^srpose to' tHe 
public a train of conduct ' of which there' will be 
few examples upon record." ' . . •* . . 

What think you, Gentlemen, was the defend- 
ant's manner of noticing this 'most reasonable 'and 
necessary commutiication ? 'Yt)u h*s^liapd!aJready 
but too many proofe of the slight regard he pays 
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^idbeoene^yaiid truth, aiid yet I am saw. you qui 
never picture to yourselves the shameful vielatiom 
pf bo4^, .by whteh he proceeded to brii^. this 
eventful history to a close. Will it be believed^ 
that^* in a reply* which he sent-^not directly and 
manfully to Dr. Dick himself, but with cowardly^ 
oircuitousness to the sufferingvobject of his^ perfidy 
herself— hehadtheassurance to feign astonishment 
at being so addressed, and to be utterly confounded 
th^kt Dr. Dick should have step t forward at all in this 
«tage of the business ! *' Astonishment " ! Gentle^ 
i^en^ that he should have been called upon to fulfil 
anobligatipn of the most sacred description, after he 
had declared, in the most unequivocal terms^ that 
he cpuld not, would not, fulfil it. ** Confounded"! 
that. a. father should step forward at any stage 
to protect a beloved daughter from insult and 
shmne — to preserve her perchance from what has 
been but too often the consequence of. such 
damned perjuries — a broken heart, and an early 
Igptve. . Oh ! it is monstrous, that such unbind- 
ing effrontery should, id so moral and enlightened 
anage asthis, be able to find a single koleor comer, 
where to hide its head from execration and scorn. 
. But even this. Gentlemen, is but the prelude to 
much that is a great deal worse. Surely, if there 
ever be a case where one may presume to sup** 
pose that the D^ty speaks with the voice of man, 
it. is when a pipm and ag^ fathM is keasd assert- 
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4mf^9 ; nxd yet-^^^CHi^ ii»tdiie9» inq^ifttyJIr-" 
Ihjft .defendMti tbis rmnrmi d^fendanl, .tot ^ 
:db«M>g to ats94^rt» that ^ tke laftgnaferof. Pcwi- 
4(9QCQ 'to htm in tiMit tetter/.- is- nt>^:to luttl kis 
«io$t^&MMSsed^tig9geqie»t>)wtto ^^pausoj- "pamnr 
I qoi^<Kafi,.^]ieiMdeiiairaw itiiat ¥d^ eame to this 
fm% of my inainKtions^^shocked as il.had belea 
t^y the fcequtnt liJ:>«jrtie8 taktn by the defenddiiit 
ki the QOWB^ ; o^ the pieeediog detaib, with 4lie 
fiftOie.aiid attributes o£ the IKYiaity,--^I\&lt Ite 
TenjT Ufers bipod freeze /whhsii my veins. . ^ What/ 
said Is 'must . I not omly expose the; "peaAdy ti£ 
this/ pmiK to his feU3»v-creainre».but must I ex«< 
hihit biok in V the, scciursed ael. o£ . ajttcmpttB^. to 
iMke miaHrjiist ProYideiuce a paitosrin his iskU 
Umiyit^ Of .QKce.bn^aches b£ M^ and h(m0ur> 
and of sows tibat were badienough, I faad^heard 
before vbufc what »ra» I "to call)thiS|^ which in-« 

r 

suHedbotk^rQdcnnd mait^ which toie up thevery 
ftpMJMir^r of hMBan nater»v and hurl^ itsiii^* 
' ^ente at the:sacred:(allar^ as if to bncy^Tcdtgiott 
beneaib the luonss e^ society ? Oh! it 4si g«ilt 
thsA J&^fat put'tLndemMj0 rtfaebiuah. -The^Fery 
dei^; we aienMmed» believe and tretnUeh-rbe- 
Mrnn. ih.the jmstioe aad. goodnesa of thsr Mmet 
ffi^Hraaditrcmblewihik&theyiniievei ^ .. % 
. The^ssMtesiiMi tomhkit^ iitkaidamt eaiie% i9 
swisas jyimiauEghitQss^ 




faidtet hftd'^deelared tbat he ccyuM^iidt'fiilfilkis 
eBf^agiemeiit"ta^ Miss Btck ; but yau^ ha^e^ yet to 
ieam wiiat l^is^ last letter kifofms^ tl!ie ladyj^kKt 
tiwre had never, after aH/ been any ehs^e^ti!! iiis 
wms I (ift m^ s$n9€,ll.iim convinced, theive never 
Iiad^) and that* it was itekhef liss angry sisttr-^ 
hood; nor the ''toaitag li^n from Topbet/* titait 
fed him. to.hveak^ off ^ JcosmexioH, iMit *^%hB imt 
epiatolary intdli^i^ce lh)Di Gkusgotr/' ^^tliieh had! 
^ pn^dxtced^ ackaMg€^a4otatrivokitim iwfUs ^vems, 
mdiiGh.soIely dates its origin to tkatk:aa^J* I'do 
not bdieve^ Gentlemen/ tlmt the wholes aunal^ of 
audacity can famisb any things ei^coAd^g-tMs,. 
HI iMTsaen^&eed assaranee: 'Hie^ way «!i wiilel^ 
tbsi defendant contrived to tlirow tlw bteacJi . ot 
In &r8t eng&^ment an MssaDiek, is venial Mpbea 
coilpated ivnth: it In tlie.foriner ease". Miss Diek 
sGnapraveked to do:^^ thott whidi^ iiteirafly iulep* 
.foreted^ gam hbr tfaie apfiearanceiof difcardio^ tiie^ 
dfl^ndaai; bnt^ in the ]^reseiit lastanca, nething^ 
'vriuita^irer of the kind takea fiiaee. Brery >at* 
ttmygt iirhiak tlie defendant nakes to ^pmv^ticer a- 
similar dismissal, is met by.fenevred psete8(alMBi# 
ol dtei ' hdsf%: wSUbgnMs te; share Axs fbttnmts, . 
whaterer -tiMT^ )may> ba^i cvety tkiogOLttkeifMa^ 
of^Miaa Ilidi aad ^fan^ firienda^^ is ^nnke^vby a^ 
mmSHm bi tesahrtHtti >^t k >»j piiiy ta itiie 
r^.Ttka disfieniav^is at.^iaLVMli^ eoMamw^ 
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tiims .fpimd on his/pimtutes^ ttid^cooUy ssys^ 
''"W^e^l^^^iilQ^ JB^^tbiog :«vrU the 

ni2vl(&h--raeither my btother'sicooduct, nor the op- • 
poettion of ^my; flOBteiB^^I must tmw tell ybu, thai • 
At maaBer auiwhioh you have insisted oa my 
f uifiiMiig my catgag^neot, : is ^ so r ^ f epulsite and - 
threatenkig^' that^ for that reason and no other, I ^ 
caonot; and will not^ fidfil it; I hare siieceeded 
;n.^paftiD^ ybu out oi temper, at any rate, ^ and 
shoiild^fae omitting' to tike ^ the benefit of my-^ 
own.wrong, werel not to make that, want of* 
temper, and ; that ah»e, n^y apidogy for having 
nothing fetr^HBr to do with you." .Am Inot right, 
Grl^tleai^ii in saying that soch oooduct as • this; 
is withotft a parallel ? Gan I:be wrong hi chaHeng*': 
yig the counsel for the defendant to. show me any 
thing, like it in. all domestic Mstory — any thing 
half so base; shameless, «and unprincipled ? But* 
why do I attempt to give diaracterizing: Hnea-- 
mtirts to a species of infamy, which it tis notm 
the poMrer of . language c to describe? It would 
re^iuire, ia ordw to do.it>ju8tiQe^*a languid thiat* 
basic .words lx> patch and wither and destroy • 
wl^Wer they li^t <m. * jr > 

Geptiemen, my part x>f this day's pcbeeedtnga'ia^ 
noiurly done ; - yMis us about Jtoooano^nce. :^¥ou' 
have heard tl^ taie of the ^eftndaBtus^ . doiiUe^ 
treaehery ; ks conmeDeement, its progress, andnts 
aggra¥atk>ns/ €an: h| ^o yon think^ adtnit of 
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jttstifitatioii; oi'^ ptiliiAioii^r' a^bfrn IdM-h 
nimowedV 'that l^e defeftdftnti ^does JtfttHhd ^» . 
plead one or tb^ other. I^know, itid^ed, til«t in: fajs 
flight to Ibe rgnomiiiiotts ^hltrkni pre{>aited *fyt 
him, he has already imtdd mdre'tteoi ^ae pame . 
to flmg his Farthiaa poison on tine justtke^ that 
ptirsues him. But I do hope/tlot ]» thepramice. 
of this, renerable court, ixv the' hearing of this 
enlightened^ and yirtuons jury, he may yet be^ 
cletecred by some remainin|; sense of shame; from 
il^ sort of defence which I have been instructed tOc 
antifeipi^e* The defendant; I am told, ^has as- 
serted,^ and is pifepared ag^ to assert, that the 
Bccohd correspondence M^as not confinenced' Ixy 
him, but cnriginated' in an oveytiire on the part of 
Miss Dick, and^ that having been so 'inddlicfi^ly 
drawn iBftoit, heisthe4ess culjpable -for ^breaking ^ 
it oiff, J sun instructed, Gentitemen, to stater 
thatte fouler lie wasniBver utt^[:ed. - Misi^ Dick; 
nevef after die first rapture, wrotp:* a single line 
to Mr. Fletcher, till he had written to her, and 
solicited a renewaltofthe conMpondeitoe. > in one 
of the Parthian Pam|rfilets, *'^idi tiie' deitedimt 
hw aditeessed toi&e pablieon the subject, her has 
the boldness in one place to asseMi f that ^' such 
eifldance wiSl be given in anther part^ arto prever^ 
beyond ti^ possibility ctf^^a doubt, thart'such ^u 
co!miiimicatio& «m^ «^ Aim^by 1^ )ad|j^;^ but 
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amy { fimeh^i^ideiice; Tlii»r oiily^ tfiibg^ i hora - atflt 

leiifioiifi i)dto.:-t-'^ It it tlue, I solkited. tbeTMCoail 
. coneopoadraee^ tot it isfalso tiM^he wtfote taciie 
rafter tbe canriuaicta o£ the jlSr^." Yee, bu(t «aft44 
ttostheoert ^Ale^aeder? y Afier the ^^wtdtifiiift 
«iiF l}i0 first/' Gertftmly» bul not titi after y«a k^ 
tfid$a a^/i^l^ tifc^ renewal 6f iA^t eorre^iwKfeng^. 
Svch 18 the^^touiidi)]^ ajnaunt «Kf that oiadiMe 
'«rhk^ ^TM to pkBce, ^' bdyaed the q^tMfl>Hijty i9£t 
^6ubt>" the fact o£ the first arwtare iiaviag^iittf 
eeeded fironir tbe^ ledy ; a ^'Ue afeid cteapicaMe qiiib^ 
Ue; ii0t worthr ev6n:lhe slight notice whichl.faai:e 
9iM 4akeiL of it, hut of quite ;as mwh we^t; J 
dttrefiay, w^tay thuig which, you will ih^aroCHraii 
ti^^day, ia support ctf what, onr the atatibaiity'^ 
lla> l»rieC I agaio.'pfoiiouftce tci he'^a foul ami 
Aiious lie^ 

r" Gejitletten of > the: j^ury^ il iiowleaffe Omioum 
ivitiiifHMrfeot ooAfideKce w yoiur hands. I ottfafetti^ 
I atos iiot s4irry tb»t it is ^o&et of 6ueh :uiiaEai£cd> anti 
AMoogk deprwity* When aa indtri^a^haft ^kt 
bmrird&io. diUgently; as^ this defeodittit has dm^ 
to <NA*Qb dsEshoQoitr on the aoaoaotasf wb^far^awl 
Ite^ith dn^ a mi ssage^ofigaodacsft ai)d peaee^ m 

WD rtby member ; It is well that there is no chaoee 
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mfft or mitigHte tb« ttgoal vmgeaace wliidiciM 
neoeuary ^ to' ?mdicftt€t the one and purify ibm 
^^^f. ;Whjm' bn < indwidual kas ; difipkyed s» 
inraid Bad wa&toQ a co&tempt, ajs.^ thia defendmi;. 
htts d<Aie» foe the best, feelings of other a^ it is viiett 
«l»t th^re ii^ppCDs.not to be a ^gle.fe»ti»re.« 
^Aewbdb o[ his ooaduct; /vrhieh can make- yott> 
KgT9t that you have it indoor powiec to teaphr 
llim what it is t» fed bptk acately and p^ia» 
qiei^ly. The guilt whicii you have to puiueb^ jbaa 
m it .' a feature of aknost every crkne under 
luMveu; it aeema as if the defendant bad, on tbe 
biolisea taUet of the, deealaguBi whetted thei 
^Bigger for the social ass^tsfldnatiQn^ whidi behas*' 
committed. Gentleaqen^ you convict for obtahir 
iug. goods under . false pretences ; here is a man, 
^ho» by means of the falsest proteatations, hia 
Bwhidled an innocent and confiding female out of 
ha chiisf fareaaure— her affections, and repaid hw 
only with cruelty and scorn. ' You convict for 
fereasoa ; here is . the v^st dkloycdty to tfie 
gesilest of iffi dominionti--'tkat of friendship and 
love. You convict 'for homicide ; hem is thehand 
tint te» mnnteeedc femily peaw. You oeavict 
ht blasphemy ; here is the name of the Deity in- 
^Mkedagiiki radagain^by ona^ too^ whotrawtenji; 
n .lua temples— to sanction the most >iam8W4r 
imUdtaootMi im^ hononii and faod faith* G«ttr> 
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tlemen, I call on. you by all ywt bbli^1^4 
fi}4iiQ,' pmate, moral, and religiousit^by 
keatth profahed-^by the holme msLde* sprrowfi 
— by natpnat* character tarnished ~* by-' 1ii( 
dtttORK of the living God impiously contetiiAeJ 
fo mark by your verdict this day, your hoi^or at^ 
this unequalled compilation ' of iniquity. ' And 
believe me, that when the hand that records thai 
verdict' shall be dust, and the tongue thslt^asks 
it traceless in the grave, many a happy home and 
vrell-tended flock will bless its consequence^; 
xbaDy'an anxious &ther will still point to the 
immortal lesson whidi it taught, — ^that-to beMth- 
fol'to one's obligations, is still the surest, way 
to lasting happiness and honour. -^ 

Evidence for the Prosecution. 

Mr. Chitty then proceeded to examine tlie following 
wkiie$3es for^heprosecution : : > . 

Mr. Alexander. Dick. — ^You are acquainted with the 
defendant, the Rev. Alexander Fletcher? — Yes; I have' 
Known him shice I -was n boy, and, at one time, was in 
habits of the .clo$est friendship with him. 

yiiat was, 1 believe, when Mr. Fletcher was a student 
at the university of Glasgow? — ^Yes. -^ ^ i ■ * 

. J^as Mr. Fletcher a frequent vudtor, at that tiaore, in* 
your father's family ? — He was. 

In what capacity <iid he visit ?-^A8 a friend; " ' ' '- 
: :.Wa8 it not as a.suitor to oneof your sisters:? -^Notfo^^ 
a considerable time, certainly. • 1 know that, from -the 
fufst, he evinced a strong regard fof my sister, £11z^,* 
hut two .or three years, at least^^ mustiiaKe ela|»ed^be-' 
fi>re he was looked'upon in the light of her suitcft*. 

When he at length professed himself her admirer, (did* 
your pm^^iite appmve of bis address's f^^t^jMuotsay^^ 
ibfrt they approved of them entirely. Tliey left my sister 
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to decM^' for tfei^clf ; but as Mr. Pletclier was a Very 
7P.ung Bian, and without any fortune or settlen>ei>l itt 
Iifif^ they recommended^ I believe, that, she ^hpuld deb^ 
for a time, forming any definitive engagement with him. 
WheirwersB they ctmsid^red defihilively engaged^— 
Not sp^qer, I think, than the end of. 18] I, .or begim^ftg 
o^ rSl^f it was after Mr. Fietclier had received a ca|[l 
to London. * .... 

Were they to have been married 'in 1812? — Nci^ 
not in 1812; but, ^n the summer of that year, Mr. 
Fletcher paid a Visit to Glasgow, when it was finally 
arranged, that the marHage should takepl^e sometime 
in the following year. Mr. Fletcher was to be qccupie^ 
in'the'meatiwhlte, in making preparations for the recep- 
tion of my sister. 

Did your sister receive any. communication from M^. 
Pi'etcher, shortly after his return to London? — ^Yes; she 
received a letter from him, iii which be stated a number 
of difficulties with which he found himself unexpectedly 
surrounded. He mentioned, ip particular, th^t he would 
bave to build a bousCj arid 'for that purpose to bVrrow 
money, the. idea of which seemed to give bim great 
distress. ' 

What answer did your sister return to this letter ?^— 
She wrote to him, that he ought by no 'means toTitn 
himself mt<> debt on her account, and - that it would be 
bettei' to defer the marriage for a year or too longer. 

What ceply did Mr^ Fletcher make? — ^He replied in » 
very dissatisfied, upbraiding, aud categorical manneF, 
that lie had formed a resolution, or made a vow, — ^I forget 
which — that the marriage should take place at the ap- 
pointed time or never, and he accused my sister of want 
of affection in proposing any delay. 

Was your sister also favourecf, about the same time, 
witfi an epistle from Jean Fletcher, the sister of the 
defendant? — She was:' with a very abusive and scur- 
rilous one. - ' • 

Was your sister previously acquainted with this lady J 
— tio ; she had only heard of her from her brother. - 

What effect had this letter oh ypur sister? — She felt 
that she liad beeti used most unhandsomely and crUelly,' 
l>6t^;by Mr. Fleteberand bis sister; anc| .^therefaret. s)g^ 
Dified to him that she must decline aqy farther corres« 
^ondence. 



.Was thJ8wlUi tbe |i|»{Nr<)bi|tian 4^ berTfiiift%'N-^TM^^ 
tfitl) the approbation of ev^eiy one of us* 

t>id the correspondence after ibh cease eotirely F— • 
Yes, eptirely. , , 

It was renewed, however, I believe, some time after* 
Tan you tell us at what period? — In 1823^ 

Had your sister no communication during the leii 
years that intervened with Mr. Fletcher } — ^I may si^ 
none whatever. , She met him once at a promiscuons 
party in Glasgow] ^nd once shook hands with him,up(m 
accidentally encountering hin^ in Kdipburgh ; .but wiA 
these exceptions, she bad no farther intercourse with him* 

It was Mr. Fletcher, of course, who, made overtures 
for a renewal of the correspondence? — ^Yes; On the 
18th of February, 1823, my sister received a letter from 
hloi^ soliciting an interview with her in July following, 
when he intended to be in Scotland on a nu^sion from 
the Loudon Missionary Society, and that she would, in 
the meantime^ correspond with hio^ir^tProduces the 
letter.*] 

D^ your sister consent to i;enew the correspondence ? 

—Yes. 

, • < • « • 

What happened after this ? — ^After a number of letten 
had passed between them, it was at length agreed ^at 
they should be married when Mr. Fletcher came down 
to Scotland. September was fixed by himself. 

Have you apy of these letters with you? — Yes. 

Produce them. . . 

Witness produced two letters from the defendant 0|f 
the 22d of May, and 13th of June, IffiS.f 

Was the marriage now considered as a peifectlj set* 
tied affair in your family? — ^Yes; it was. We looked 
upon it as a matter absolutely and unequivocally fixed. 
All our friends and connexions were informed of it; and 
ftome of them have told me, that they actually purchased 
articles intended as marriage presents to my sister. 

Did your sister receive a letter some time in Jiinc^ 
lS!t3, from a Mi*s. Jean Pirie^ of Loudon^ warning her 
that Mr. Fletcher, was likely to encounter some oppositkni 
to his wishes, on the part of his sisters? — Yes^^^ — [WitnesB 
here produced the letter, with Miss Dick's answer.]:] 
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And wHMn a few days after) ^did'riie receiye a letter 
'from Mr. Fletcher hhnself, men tipaing that on anotljer 
aecoitnt entirely^, nafnely, the conduct of his bretlier 
Robert, he felt himself con^)letely unfitted £br carrying 
Qirthe correspondence any longer? — 'She did; ihalettei^. 
which I have with rae, is dated the 23d of Jiuie« — [Pro- 
duces the letter.*] 

What answer did your sister jniike to this- communicau 
tion P-'-^She expressed herself at a loss to comprehend 
why the conduct of Mr. Fletcher's brother should be any 
obstacle to their union, and pressed fcM* the fulfilment of 
his engagement* No copy of her letter was preserved, 
but 1 have here a statement of its contents, written and 
attested by niy sister. — [Produces the statement._f ] 

When did vour sister hear again from Mr. Fletcher ?— 
Not tin the /th of July, when she received a letter from 
hixn, in which he dropped all allusion to his brother's 
conduct, but said, that in consequence of the aversion of 
his sisters, he coul^i^ not enter into the oonnexion.— ^Pro- 
duces the letter. J] 

Your sister, I dare say, was much hurt by the de- 
fendant's conduct? — She was, indeed; nothing could 
exceed the ^tate of distress into which it threw her. 

Did your (ather then interfere? — ^Yes; he felt himself 
imperiously cMledoh to do so. On the /th of July, he 
wrote to Mr. Fletcher, insisting that lie should fulfil his 
engagen^nt ; and intimating, that If he did not, the 
affair should not end as it had done before. — [Produces a 
copy of the lett^r.f] 

Did Mr. Fletcher make any reply to this letter? — STo; 
not to my father, at least. On the 17th of July, however, 
he wrote an angry letter to my sister, in which he affect* 
«d great surprise and displeasure at my father's inter- 
fere«ce, and stated, that on that account alone, he could 
BO longer think of the connexion. — [Produces the 
letter I j.] , . * 

.Stid your sister write to Mr. Fletcher, at all again, 
afiter the receipt of his letter on the 7th of Jfily ?>-^¥e8, 
oneeagaiiij two days before she received the letter I have 
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last mentioned, of the 17th of July— it was a kst apffeal. 
- [Prodades a copy of the letter.*] 

Did Mt. Fletcher make atiy reply to it ? — ^None. 

What proceedings were then adopted ?— In the begin- 
ning of August, I came to Loudon for the purpose of 
seeing 'Mr. Fletcher personally, and coming to a definite 
understanding. Ail niy attempts, however, to Obtain ^h 
interview with him were unavailing; arid the only satis^ 
faction I coitld obtain, was a long letter from him, in 
which he attempted to show, that he had done nothing 
in the affair with mv sister, but what conscience and 
duty required, and offered to submit his conduct to any 
two ministers iti Scotland or England. — [Produces tlie 
letter. t] — ^I returned for answer, that his letter con- 
tained only a repetition of former excuses ; that I saw it 
was not his intention to act honourably to my sister, and 
that I therefore considered myself and my friends at full 
liberty to take measures to vindicate her rights. — [Pro* 
duces a copy of the answer. J] 

,Cros8'€xarnined hy Mr, Scarlett. 
\ . You have said, that you do not think there was any 
'^tefinitiVe engagement between your sister and Mr. 
Fletcher, sooner than 1811 or 1812, after Mr. Fletcher 
had received a ca{/, as you term it, to London, and that 
it was argreed' this marriage should take place some time 
in the following year. Are you quite sure that there was 
no earlier engagement ?— I do not believe there was any; 
as far as my own knowledge goes, there was not. 

Did ,you never hear that, even after Mr. Fletcher had 
obtained a comtortai>le establishment in London, and 
«/ier your sister had agreed to tak^ him for better and for 
"worse, she declined having him, not because she had any 
objections, but because bis relations were not respect- 
able?— Inever did; Mr. Fletcher's relations are highly 
respectable. . .. * 

.You have mentioned a letter which Missv Jean Fletcher 
wrote to. your sister — What notice did your sister take 
of it 7, 1 do nbt mean to Miss Fletcher, but to her bro- 
ther. " Was it in some such terms as these :— " Sir, I have 
just received a letter from a woman calling hersdU* Jea» 
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Fletcher. Who is this woman, who is in possession of 
this- minute statement of facts ? No doubt some mis- 
creant walking the streets of London. Who gave her 
this minute statement of facts? Is it the honourably 
man whom she calis her brother ? If she is ^our sister^ 
thank God, she shall never be mine." 

I have heard my sister speak in very indignant terms 
of Miss Fletcher's letter ; and I have no doubt that she ex- 
pressed her mind on the subject to Mr* F., but that it wa& 
in such terms as these I do not believe. 

You have told us, that when Mr. Fletcher started cer- 
tain difficulties in 1813, your sister wrote to him, pro- 
posing that the marriage should be deferred /or at/ear or 
two longer. Will you swear, Sir, that the words she used, 
were not something like these, that *^ if poverty came 
in after marriage, it ought to be borne ; but to run into 
it with her eyes open, was a thing she was resolved not 
to do; tliat she was, at present, in the bosom of an 
affectionate father's family, in affluence and comfort, and 
that she meant to consult her (mn irderest, and remain 
where she was for three years to come?" 

1 will swear, that I do not believe my sister ever wrote 
any thing of the kind. 



Mr. Chitty submitted, that if the defendant 
meant to found any thing on these letters, he was 
bound to produce them. 

Chief Justice.— Most certainly. 

Mr. Scarlett. — Let us only be on equal terms. 
The substance of several letters has been sworn to 
by this witness, which have not been produced 
though received by Miss Dick. 

Chief Justice. — Yes, brother Scarlett j but 
then there is no denial that these letters were sent, 
and that the witness's statement of their contents 
is correct. You pretend^here to quote passages of 
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ft vwy^Mteaotdkiafy t^ior from* ceriahi letters^ 
Miss Dick, and the witness swears he does not be^ 
Ueve^heeTer wfote any thing of the kind. Siurely^. 
Uleonly way to settle the point, is to produce ti^e 
letters themselveft. Isitaotstrangethatyoudonott 

Mr, ScAiRiiBTT^^^We may have our reasons fot 
not producing tiiein. 

GiiiSF Jcs^ib£.-^Ye6; and it is on that very 
accounts that we oughjt to pay no regard to wfiat 
jQu say of thi^ oontente; tillyoudo produce thesL 

Cross-enmioBttea r8$uaied by Mr. Scakl'btt. 

You ba^e stated, that you oame to town in August^ 
lor tfae purpose of coming to a defioittve rniderstanding 
with Mr. Fletcher, but could not obtain An interview 
with hiniv I wisk to knoir, Sir, whetlier Mr* Fletcher 
was the first person, in London, you applied to on the 
sol^eet) a6er your arrival ?-^I arrived in- IiKMidon on the 
evening of Saturday, the 2d of August ; awl, on the 3d, 
being Sunday, I sent a note to Mr. Fletcher, announcing 
my arrival, and soliciting an early interview. 

C0Hi«, Stiv tio&neiag withme ; you kaoW very weU 
that this is no answer to my question. But to assist your 
4»nnprefaension a iittie, I will put it in a dMFerent Ftfaape. 
Pray, Sir, who delivered the note to Mr^ Fldxrher^ of 
-which you have jufit spoken ? — One of the managers of 
his chapel. 

.vOIlI cme of ;b]a managen. So then, you went to ^his 
inanagers first of all, and told. tb<;m, I siymose, a^e 
story about the conduct of their minister. I should not 
he surprised if you itbowed them someof'the pretty lov^ 
letters you have produced to us to**day ?— ^I did* 

And that you thought perfejctly delicate and honour- 
i*te?*-^¥ea'; underuhe cin^mnstaneesr in which' I was 

Slaeed. I ^mmt beg 4e«ve to es^platn^ 7h^ first; QfMt* 
'leteher^s managers I saw was^Mr. Pirie, tfae husband 
ttf the lady whowrote tfie warning letter I before men- 
laoMd to my»tater4 Jfe l^fal me tfai&> Mr*. Ftetshtsai 



g^deoiaD axid niy siater, b^y<ui4 what Ihejvhaiisail^r^ 
^om Mr. Tfetcber and bis near relationsV but that, if a 
Mr. WJCvQwe^ m br^pitlieiViiiit^IIni^ i)flArv V.%^nAgM<im!b^ 
Ueved, it was my siatej: w|w cwmeiiced tba^ei^ 
fespondence, and bad^ in fact, made a tender of hei* 
hm4 ; aod Hkmt if Mr. ¥. biinsdf mtg^ be^MISeveiy %e' 

fapkd »B¥^ fully. ooapiio)iit^ himmi( wit^ J^im J^Htf^ A fe^ti 

iiaturatly indignant at statements so contrary |o the 
truth, and, I believe, told Mr, Pirie, that! was' stii'e litf 
must hafje fQidHoderstood JMI jVlr« %f1G;B0iie i^94^<l^r. 
Fletcher, for that they never could have said any thing 
so false and injurious. SeveiiaL <)f Ml:. Piiie'd fdJl^fv-^ 
managers, however, came to me afterward?^, and eon^- 
fii'med every word he had said. One of them, in par- 
ocular, mentioned, that on pointedly quesl^QjtingpMr. F. 
whether be bad gone so &r as not tabe able to re- 
tract with honour, Mr. F. answered, that he did* uorf 
think he had nt dU committed bimsetf; Wtm then: 
was I to do ? Not only was my sister wounded in her 
feelings — 

Mr. ScABLvrr; — ^No arguing, if you please, Sir, — ^leaire 
Arat to my learned friends and me. Confine yourself to 
frets. What did* yon do ? 

In justice to my sister, I showed such extracts front 
Mr. Wetcher's letters, as served to contradict in the most 
direct manner; his quaKfied account* of Ms' engagement, 
and the assertion of Mr. M^Crone, that my sister tiail 
offered her hand. 

When was this ? Was it qfier- yom bad made every 
endeavour to see Mr. Fletcher himself, but in vain ?^«^ 
No; it was on the Sunday immedtslety after my arriraL 

What ! the very day after you came to town, and be- 
fore you had even announced to Mr. Fletcher thnt y^i 
had arrived? — ^Yes. 

And this yon caH actings hi a way likely -to aceompSish 
your object I You came to town to try and setlie mat* 
ier^ personally, wkfa Mr. "Reteher, and before- seeing 
him, expose his confidential letter liu your sister !^ 

I did not conceive that any delicacy towards' Mr. 
Fletcher sboidd prevent me firom eathtbiting 'fal» own 
written refdtatkm of tlie calnmtiiea wHieh' Ive^ and^ iib 
hadSeen the tneans of ctr q^ hiti ng ^galnst^m y ili l cr> 
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Chief Justice. — Bfut pray, Mu Scarlett, what 
TtkBS all this to do with the question of the breaclt 
of promise ? You are examining the witness ts, 
tb circumstances which all occurred posterior to 
the defendant's refusal to fulfil his engagement, 
and which, you are aware, can furnish no pallia- 
tion of that offence. 

m 

Mr» Scarlett. — I have done, my Lord, 

Mxammed by the Jury* 

By Sir Walter Scott. — Pray, wh&t were the ages of 
your sister and Mr. Fletcher, when the former proposed, 
in 1812, to defer the marriage, as you say, for a year or 
two longer, or, as the defendant saysj for three years ? I 
think it is of some importance to ascertain this, for we all 
know " with whom time gallops withal/' ' 

Mr. Galt. — Or, as our countiy 'proverb, Sir Walter, 
says, that" dochters and dead fish are nae keeping ware/' 

They were about the same age. Mr. Fletcher would^ 
at the end even of three years' delay, not have been more 
than twenty-five. 

By Mr. Thomas Moore. — Was the attachment, on *e^ 
jmrt of yoiir sister, a very ardent one?— -I thought, ex- 
tremely so. 

By Mr. Thomas Campbell. — Had she conquered that 
attachment after the first lupture, or did she still look 
forward to the pos^sibility of a reconciliation ? . 

Mr. RoGKKs. — My friend means, did she indulge in tbie 
Pleasures of Hope ? 

1 think she did ; her affection for Mr. Fletcher was cer-^ 
tainly never wholly eradicated. 

^ By Mr. Rogers.— And she stilJ,"I presume, feels keenly 
the injuiy which had been done her? 

Mr. Campbell.-— My friend means. Sir, that Memonf 
Has no Pleasures for her. ' r 

- It has not. 

1 By Mr. KiRKMAN Finlay:— What was fn the lass's- 
hpad, or in youre^ Sir, or your father's, ^ither, that made 
ye lyi^teii to th<^ callanjik_ second time?' Suve^ ye might 



iia^ kent better thto to expect ony goocj to come 6't. 
Didyouv mither never tell ye, that 'tis shame fa- the mair'' 
that cheats ye ance^ but shame fa' yoursel if he cheats 
you twice ? 

We thought that, in the first instance, Mr. F. 8cted< 
under the influence of his sisters^ and did not blame him* 
so much as them. 

Mrs. Piricy mfe of Mr. John Piriey merchant^ London , 
examined by Mi\ Chitty. 

Are you acquainted with the defendant, the Rev. Alex- 
ander Fletcher ? — Oh, I ken him xveel ; it was iny Chris- 
tian preevilege. Sir, to be under his meenistry for the feck 
o' twal years or mair. My gudeman was treasurer to his 
congregation, and a manager forbye. 

Do you recollect of Mr. Fletcher's consulting you about 
seme difficulties that hadcome in the way of liis marriage 
with Miss Dick, of Glasgow ? — Fu' weel do I. Fse tell ye 
^' about it. An intimate frien' o' ours, and o' the meenis-* 
ter's too, ane Mi*s. Dykes, cam to meon Sunday, the 15th 
o' June, at the skai'ling o' the kirk, and told me the 
meenister wanted to speak to me. On this, I gaed into 
the vestry, when Mr. Fletcher tr)^ted me to meet him on 
the Tuesday following, as he had something very par* 
ticular to say to me. Sae, to be sure, I met him on the 
Tuesday — ye'll no be for speirin' whar, I suppose? 

Mr. Scarlett. — Oh yes, good lady, let us have all 
about it. 

Weel, since I maun tell ye, I met him at the hou$e o* 
my gudeman. {A laugh,) Mrs. Pirie, says he, I ken ye to 
be a godly and discreet woman, an' ane wha has a great 
frien'ship for your meenister. I would trust you abooa 
ony body I ken in a' Lunnan. I*m come, therefore, ta 
open my mind to you about a very delicate piece of bud* 
ness. Ye maun ken, that about ten years bygane, I was 
in luve wi' a dochter o' Dr. Dick's o* Glasgow, and about 
to be married till her, whan my sister Jean, wha didna 
like the leddy, wrote her sic a deeabolical letter, that the 
leddy flew aff in a rage, and wad hae naething mair to 
say to me, Howsomever, we've lately forgathered again^i 
and it 's a' settled that we shall be married in September} 
but here's what I want your advice about. My sisters^ 
Pbemy and Kate, have fand out what is gan forward, and 
are so dour about it^ that I'm afraid they'll be writing Miss 



Hiek^asJeatt did before, Aud spoil •a''««ieboiid time. Hmt 
irhat^'ye thinks' Bifdcfuf Mrs* Pme, abeiikt beAdwie in 
this distredsing pevdmmeRt ? Wad ye be for reaacMuii' 
wi' the lassies ? ^^ Reasonin' wi' them/' daid 1, ^ act 
^ftes^Uf wi" Tewoain', isdefed^ trhal rigik bae Acy 'tabe 
seasoned wi' m die lniMiieas*? Ganiia their brother ^faiak 
for hiiktsel? I'll tell ye what, Mr. Fletcher^ iM adi^se 
yoir ta do. It maybe ^^adiia tnk^^ just imms vreel for yM 
to be writm' to Miss Dick ony Ul aboat yoar sistera^ 
but you csm Siet- sefsae ttien* to write U> the leddy in 
confidene^^ telling* ber bow ye stmd wf tbetn,- and 
wamiu' tier wo to mind ony thing they may tak it into 
tfaeir beads to^ «ay •anei^t the biismesa/' '^ My conr 
^science ! Mrs. Pirie," said the meenister to me, ** but 
ttiat'6 an exdeHent thought — I kent y^n would adrise 
me tot the best. ^^ And now, mem/' says the meenister, <^ if 
you would' only be yoiirsel the kind frien' that wad write 
tbe letter ye sae discreetly recommend to Miss Diek^ i 
wad be mahr belmden to you than tongue can tetl/' 
** Atweel Fse do that," says I io tbe meenister, *< and 
be unco glad to render ye sic a service ; Miss Dick is ^' 
H braw family, and it's a contiexi^i will do you mdikte 
ca^iti" 

. And soyou did write to Miss Dick oa the subject ?— 
Troth, I did ; a letter enteefely o' my ain composto'. My 
glidemimr did ime ken a word about it. And when I sent 
a copy o't to the meenister, by our frien', Mrs. Dykes, 
he saiil that naethltfg<^illd Ime been better dune*— ^Na 
be went and put it into tbe post-ofBce hmtsel. 

Did Miss Dfck send any answer to your letter ?— -D'ye 
tbink she wad liae heed sae uncivil as no- to do that? 
She wrote to me, beggin' me to accept ber warmest 
thanks for my fric^Hy letter^ and saying, that V tlial 
Mr. FHetclier's sisters eoukl say or do> ^ouki bae .mie 
Ififlueuce whatever On h^r mipcl. ■ 

i>id you show tlmt answer to Mr.- Fletdher?-*! seat it 
out to the nveenister, the* moment I I'ieceivedit} and tbs 
neisttime I saw him, be gave it me back, observto'^ 1^ 
the way, 6' Miss Dk^k^ that ber ans%ver was written ju^ 
Ifce hersel. - . ' 

^ Had ydu auy ftrtb^ oorrespdndende wlUi tl|e«Dick 

; '..■■-. . , 
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-MiM* Jjeozy JDidk^ Ifar meenisteir/s inteoded^ faut ftv 
Welly Btek, ber mter; unA eh^ Sirs! sie a letter! I 
«Mi)dna, Sif^ beliere ray ain ecu when: I read 1^ T^ 
thank tbiftt ttiy gocie and. pioiis ineeiiijBter coiiU be guillf 
^' sic <kBf>ieeeity I Wacl ycni or .•ay. body believe i^ 
Sir, it lulled oiU, frae wbat Mis» Kelly Bicksaid, tlbal; 
a' 1' had been sa^'iergy her ^sister bad received a letter 
t!be aaeenUtcT) in wbich he smdnaetbiQg.at.a' vAmiA 
the rumpai^ng o' his tfra sisters, but pretended thi^ 
mi account o' the p^ranksio' his madeap brither Roberl^ 
lie could nae mair think o' carrying on tbe corres^ 
|>OBdei»^ wi' MisaDick ony longer, than o' fleein' in the 
air ! Now ye maun ken, Sir, . that a' thae ^pranks aboujt 
'Wfaicfa the meeiiister made sic a fufs to Miss Dick, had 
'happened afore he* opened his iniml to me, as he prej- 
4eH(kd OB Uie subject^ and yet be i^ver asioe. mei)^ 
'l»o»ed4hat they were ony obstackr-raahowxould they 2 
to bis marryin^ the leddy I Weel, Sir,, I was sae ci»0r 
foonded to think that the mecnister should ptay fast and 
loose in tbi9'>way,-*-sayii:\g ae thing to. me, and anither 
to Jdiss Dick' — makin' a iiile o' the yoimg ieddy, and 0' 
me too, as it war — -that I ran, at ance, into the coimtin'- 
4iot»e 4o my gadelimn, and tell'd Mm the hale story. 
And surpfeez'd be was, ye may be sure, to bear it. 
^ Oh I '' said John, '^ that sic a chief Ux God's IsraaU should 
ever bae bebaved «ae. Alas I liow is the gold become diid^ 
how is the most refined gold changed I We mitst Ca' ,a 
meetin' o^ some frien's, my dear, and see ^sluit's to be 
•doiie to ^preserve the m^eoister, if ]X)$sible, frq^ sae wae- 
^' « backslidin'/' We sent, apcordii^ly, for twa itber 
a' Mr. Fletcher's Biaist intimate frieu's, and . went omt 
II* €he particulars o' tbecase to them,' wilian it was agreed 
^^mo^nti^ n&mne qwnmei as. my girdemao sayss tb«it 
the meenister was wantin' to begowk tbe yoiung Ieddy,. 
Md tlilit as^'frien^s to iiim, aa^ ipo^^K^^berB o'biscpngre* 
gatioo, it behoved us. to reuionstrate wi' iitiii ou tb« 
<!«Bi^€lct- ^Aad sae they <iepii>ted me^-being la a .way 
preeviteged to speak to him about it-*^havfii'made meblr 
^eotifidetit^ ye ken — ^to da what was proper on Ib^ i^kunastim^ 
; Hid you ?«ef Mr. .Ftetf bei'> . tb^#y » on tbe , subject l^^ 
jicieetipff bfm ki tb^ vestry-jpoiii of the kirkj^ I toW 
him what sort o' letter I bad repeived frae Miss Netljf^ 



Bkiky 2Mi hMr «urpreezed we a- mmti tb«t he sbouli 
tiH&k . now o' bicakin' aff his engagemeiiU 1 €xpo9iife- 
lated wF him a! that I was able, and eiifcriealed hioi mo 
conseeder weel the consequences^ baiib to the leddyaad 
l^imsely if the did nae do as honour and4nty isequeered o* 
him. '* O sajr nae mair aboot it/? said the meentstery lU 
length and Ismg, ^M'U no deny, but what Ifm bound m 
lionour and conscience to marry ttie leddy, and God 
Jcoows I like her. weel. I was just writing a lettertp 
ber^ to set: matters^ a' right again ; but I was ca'df awa' 
in the midst o't to speak a wordo' comfort to Tara Lai^- 
lands, the miller^ wha'stuow, puir sinner, i^eapio' a crap 
o' hia ain sawin ; but 111 hae it fini^bed^ and sent aff ij 
the mom's post"»---and sae we parted* 

Do you kuow whether he ever sent the Jetteriwbich 
he promised to do ? — ^Na, I am sure he never did. Whan 
•doon- in Scotland, some time since, seeiu' my frien's, 
Miss Dick told me, that every letter she. received a&0C 
-ttiat, was mair unkind and cruel than anither. 

Cross -examined by Mr, Scarlet L 

Do you remember^ Madam, receiving' a letter from 
Mr. Fl't^tcher, about the beginning of Jidy, 1823, sa|[ing 
«chat:fae wished to have no move of your interference in 
tilts affair? — Atweel he did; bis note was .dated tbfidd 
.of Juily;: but ye's tak« Ibis alang wi' you, tSir, it was 
written, on the same day that be wrote a letter to Miss 
•Dick, putting am end to the affair athegitber. 
> Ma^miMdbytheJury. 

By Mr. Galt. — ^If I may be^ebauld, Mem, as to speir, 
is ft tbe jpustom wi' folks o' your persuasion, tp sit in 
conclave in .the way ye hae described, on the sinfii* 
doings of their neighbours ? — Atweel is it. 

What! ev'ry little bit o' scuiduddery that ye can 
Jay your han^s on ?-^Ay, Sir, ev'ry thing affecking t^e 
peurity o' aiie's life an' conversation ! 
• Gude guide, us, loddy, ye maun then be a very/ gpdiy 
|ieople,.i0i: ye hae a great deal to do! 

Mae tbat.meikle to do either, Sir, nor sae very godfy^ 
1 amwaeto say* t 

. But how' d^ye contrive, 'Mem, to [HIQish yon? .eiril- 
'^ia^s >i— ©,: fii' btiawly, §irt First, yesee, we admonldi 
liietn^ tiei»t'wei%%ieuk tbetiif and gin a' that wwoard^^ 
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4A^ii ~wt e3BiO(MnnnMiicat' tliem-p^tum them! Mt oi^ tiiib 
^Mtld, as it Dmr-^^--aiid /ceep'tbeiB out till tbey repcMit 6' 
<^eir sins, and. show tfaemseives desearvin' o' beia' re^ 
stored to kirk preevileges* ; : r » 

' But surely, Meniy ye dinna veesit ev'ry liiti^ prank m 
«ian mae be > guilty o'vri' sig severity as this. . Not tbat 
I wud ca' Mr. Fletcher's a mere pratik,buty for example's 
sake, noo ; suppose I war ane o' your persuasion, and obat^ 
by way o' frolic, I war to write a beuk— 1 write beuka, 
ye ken^^which might be ca'd no just the thing hva re- 
ligious point o' view, wad I be taketrowr the coals far 
that, ami rebeuked befoi*e a hale coBgregatk>n ?~Ti*otb, 
,wud ye,* Sir ! And if I'm no mista'en,. there's a gentle- 
man near you can tell you frae his aiu expenenoe 
something about it. f 

Wha do you mean, Mem ? 
- Mr. BLACBLWoo0.-^My stars ! my Lord^ what has a'- litis 
to'do wi' the case in ban' ? . ; ; 

Mr. Galt.— Be quiet now. Bailie, and ye'lLsee — I was 
speirin', Mem, wha ye meant? : -.. , 

' Just Bailie Blackwood hinisel. Sir. . \ 
' Mr. BiiAtJKWooDl— Had I kent this-— ^ . i * 

►• Mr. Galt.^ — fYou wudna bae come here, I suppose, 
'Bailie. Btit goon, Mem. .- . : - >: 

Iv'enae wish, Wr, to gie offencie, but ?I 'm so«e tiie 
Bailie minds wed boo he was tafenin hasxl for makivf'* a 
mockery o' the Haly Scriptures in bis^MagaziUey and fadw 
they wudna bapteeze.his bairn ti^it be stood in tbekittk to 
be rebeuked for his siiifu' conduct. ■ ? . 
• Wud ye mind the name o' the thing ye^speak^'i Mem, 
^ere I to tell you 't? Was it the Chaldee Manuscript ?^-^ 
The vary same. Sir. ^ 

Wee\, that's strange ! I nerer kent till noo, that my 
frien', the Bailie, was tbe author o' that- wicked pre^ 
duction. . » ' 

Haud a wee there, Sir i I wasna saying he wrote it. 
-^Him write it! — ^He's but a Bailie.--(Cirea* /ot^lA/cr.) 
' *-^N8,na5 it was written, as I haveheard,by sottie of the 
waefu' wags o' writer chiels and sang-makers that conie 
abent htm. • But then ye hen it war tbe Bailie wha^pdob- 
' lislied it, and, what is war, he poobltsbed it Just to pu^ia 
Ifeelle&iHer in bb poucb/ Did ye ever bear Q<^st0saoi*el^^? 



biB^tlie Baiii^ Mear, shnee te* 0lMd «a Hie «MI 
fer^tfaiB behHms offence, been restored to bb kiiir phMk. 
^fHegem wi'you? — Restored, Sir ! Aye was be, andbadl 
bis bairn bapleezed tike a daeent Cbristian. But i'm 
diiakin' bis repeotatice h«d«a beenjnst as sineereairbe 
pretended. • For sune after, be seceded fme <mr eoi»> 
nexion, and now I dtnna ken that be belangps to ony pen* 
Masionava. 

. Mr.' Moore. — A pretty connexion yours i^, Ma^an^ 
for a llteraiy nian to bekjfng to ! I sbould like lo kno^ 
bf0w many writers of note you bave amongst you > 
. Hoo mony writers o' note amang us ! Let me see : the 
piow and godly Raipb £rskine 's ane, and tbe saunted Mr. 
Brown o' Haddington's anitber*-^but stay — now that I 
mind, baith they great men are dead ; and it^s about 
leevin* worthies ye're speerin*, I reckon ? 
• Mr. Mooaic. — ^Ves, Ma'am ; name us some living wor- 
thies, if you please. 
' Weel, there's I>r. Jameson. 

Mr. MooHE. — A mere dictionary-maker. 

And Dr. M^C'rie. 

Sir Waltbr Scott. — Forgive me, Madam ; tbe name 
jot Dr. M'Crie is one which does honour to Scottish Hte- 
rature; but you forget that the Doctor has refused to 
faaive any conte^ion with your Associate Synod. • 

There *s no denying that, Sir Walter ; but ye ken the 
©octor 's o' the Secession kirk for o' that ^ a Ihrivin' aff- 
tibootyas it were, o' the parent tree. But lettin* alaue the 
Doctor, and forbye Dr. Jameson, there's the gude Doct^ 
JMck Inmsei, and the' Rev; Mn Langgtaee, o' Kildema- 
cuitf^whaseCordialfor Contrite Spirits lias been my bosom 
companion for mony a year, and the Rev. Ebenezer Samp- 
j0M, the femfoiis poet.' * ' 

Mr. MooRK.— £benezer Sampscm, the poet! I never 
beard of such a name. 

Mr. Castpbell: — Nor I, ' ' 

Mr. RociCRS. — Psahnsim, I suppose, the witness 
nMaiis. (AlangL) 

And there^s Jolm inverarity, roHng eMer, wbose book 
0A Ceevic Economy,' as my gudentan teits me, ittiigs yottr 
BtotorCbalmei-sV to pieces; and Elspeth Stag^a*, tbe 
MtbN^ </ the HtHnde Mdodies, iiwi tbe;Rev. Mrs. lOfaili 
BUtclavei*^ whase Sunday^ Nights Con verisatfons^ rmrarc^ 
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Mi% . MooRjR.— Enough ! enough! Ma*am. An en- 
lightened persuasion truly that ha3 such .a host of iUusr 
tripus nanoi^ to boast of ! Its Sampsons,, its Sangster$> its 
Klishmaclavers; and its great Doctor Ogle ! O blessed 
effeat of Presbyterian, inquisition 1 ., 

Mr. Rogers^ — I think a good deal of time h^^, beea 
wasted (veiy pleasantly, to be sure) in examining this 
wkness about what is very little to the purpose. I must 
trouble her* bowevej-, with pne question, further, which 
1 wonder has escaped my. friend, Mr. Moore.-^Pray 
Madam, do any of the Fudge Family helqng to your 
ooonesion} iAhngh) 

Na, na,Sirf we're a' Solemn League and Covenant folks. 

Mr. Blackwood.-t-As my name (dag on't!) has beeipi 
very onnecessariiy dragge^d into this bnziness-r-iand for 
the same I canna say I ^m muckle behaden to niy friei^* 
Mr* Gait — ^I maun beg leave to offer a few words by way 
o* explanation. It is vary, true I was my§el a seceder 
yince, and that the bigotted bodies made me $tand on 
the stool for my ppusarn wi' that. piece o' deevilry, the 
Cbaldee Manuscript; but it's ,no tru^, as the gude leddy.here 
asserts— God fbrgie her! — that I pooblishedit mei*ely to pit 
money ia my pocket. You a' ken, I suppose, that it was 
Jamie Hoggftlie loon, tha,t wrote the thing; (for whicb^ 
and mair forbye that shall be nameless, the cutty-stqpji 
wud hae suited hind a hantle better than me.) But it'& 
quite oonknowa hoo I was plagued ^nd teazed by Jamie 
and the lave at Ambrose's before I wud gie iny consent 
tO; its appearia\ Idid nae muckle mind the shepherd'^ 
ftreatenin' to tak' his sheep in future to Newqastle 
(though, to be sure,, there 's few better, comes to Embray), 
nor yet Colin the tiger's threat to make a Saiigur pie 
o^ my carcase gin I refused ; nor even a, hint tVae. the 
Ensign aboot bein' a ilae in my lug a^ kmg .as I leeved. 
But whan the Doctor (dag on 'ti) told ni^ that if I wad nae 
print the arteecle, he wad get Wadsworth to, mak me 
the hcFO q^ his neist siy volumes in quaito. . Oh graar* 
s^iotts. I I could stand Qi|t pm lang;er. I tauld the ppc* 
tor that rather than be juried alive in^ thajl; w^y^ I wad 
cmseiit t9 ony t^n^ ^ liked. ^InVthif, %yev^^,.GpB^* 
U€«ajBik.U th^jr^Land true account 6^ the m^Miier.. , , , . J 
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"Mt, John Pirie eitamhied hy Mr. CKitfy. * 

You were for some years, I believe, one of the manai 
gers and treasurers of Mr. Fletcher's congregation ?— I 
wa^lbt a good many years. 

And on terms of intimacy with Mr. Fletcher?— Of 
great intimacy. 

Do you remember of hearing, some time in the month 
of June, 1823, of a projected marriage between Mr. F. 
and Miss Dick?— L do; I heard of it from riiy wife early 
in June^" and was extremely glad to receive the intelli- 
gence. It appeared to me a most desirable union, id 
every point of view, and one which was i^re to give 
satisfaction to the whole of his congregation. 

Did you think the match would be equally agreeable 
to Mr. Fletcher's own immediate relations ? — I had soon 
every reason to believe, that it would be quite the 
reverse. I found that his sisters, whp resided with him, 
were endeavouring, by* all possible means, to prevent 
the marriage, and that Mr. F.'s relations, generally, wer6 
much averse to it. About the middle of June, I received 
a letter froni Mr. M'Crone, a brother-in-law of Mr. 
Fletcher's, requesting me to procure the settlement of 
some money matters between Mr. F. and his sisters, pre- 
vlotis to the intended marriage, of which he took occasioti 
to sptak in very harsh terms. 

Do you know what were the objections of Mr. Fletchef 
to the match ?-^As stated by Mr. M*Crone, the chi^f ob- 
jection was, that the lady had, manyyeare ago, rejected 
Mr. Fletcher with sconi, and ill-treated his relations ; 
and that when unable to do better, she now came for- 
wai-d with the offer of her hand^ which Mr. F. was silly 
enough to accept. 

Did they object to the connexion as a disreputable 
*otie ?-^h, by no means I Mr. M*Crone owned, that it 
was quite the reverse, but, objected to the Dicks, be- 
cause, as he said, they thought ** more highly of them- 
selves than all the Fletchers or M*Crones on earth.*'-^ 
(Latigft^er.)-—^* Consequently," said he, " I consider Mr, 
Fletcher a lost brother to us all !" — {Much laughtet.) — 

Have you that letter with you ?— ^I have. — Produce it* 

[Witness produced the letter.*] 

What answer did you hiaketo Mr. JVI^rone?— ^I toM 
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bins -that if Mr. Fletcher had committed Ura$e1f Jn guy 
degree to the young lady, and in. consequence of the iti- 
terference of his.sistei'S) or any relations. on earth, should ' 
draw back — from that moment I should fear his useful.* 
ness as a minJstery and his character^, as a man^wouldrbe 
at an end. 

Did Mr. M*Crone make. any reply to your lettei'?^^— * 
Yes ; he replied^ that if Mr. Fletcherhad entirely, of hi$ 
own accord, brought matters a certain length, it would, iiw; 
deed, be >^ drawing back to percUtion,"' were he not to 
fulfil his engagement ; but, if, as fame reported^ the lady, 
made the first advances, in that case, he thought. Mrt> 
Fletcher's drawing back might admit of explanation..^ 
{Pj^oduces the lette)\*} . 

Did your wife,, about the same time, inform you of a 
correspondence, on the subject, which she had with Miss 
Dick and her sister pi— She did. 

» [The witness was then examined at. lengthy touching^ 

the subsequent > paiticuilars already detailed in evidence^. 

by Mrs. Pirie and Mr. Alexander Dick, all of which hk 

fully confirmed.] . .> . . . ./ 

r Cross^eacanined by Mr. Scarlett* . : f. 

Besides what you have told us, Sir^ of . your answer to^ 
Mi% M*Crow, did you not say to .him, that if Mr. Eletcbeij. 
refiised to marry Miss Dick, yQU* would place yourself.i». 
the fr^mt of^liie bat(le-agmnst Ai»if — I .did bay, I would do 
SQ, hut only in the event of its turning out .that. Mn« 
Fletcher had so far committed hianseli;that he could not 
retract with honour. ^ .-..:: >,f 

And so you were pleased. Sir, of your own mere will, 
and authority,^ to constitute yourself champion ol' this 
forsaken damsel, and generalissimo of the battle array 
against your late friend and pastor. I dare say now. Sir, 
you will tell us that it was by a' sense of duty alone that*, 
ypu were* actuated, and that . there was nothing, ii^ the/ 
leastfumeddling, ofiicious, or impertinent, in all thisi-r^ 
It wa6y.Sir,% by a sense of duty^ alone, I was .actuated... 
When, .the obligations .of Christian^ fellowship. are so^c 
^ flagrantly infringed, as they wereia this, case by Mr.^: 
* Fletcher^-^ j « - 

Not so fast, if yon please, Siui that is a pQint.Avbick rwe 

luav^ tp put to. ther Ju?y,ryet, with your. I^ve«; . . . ..' 

. I — — — — I ■ I « 
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pMfiflOfts weee. i^ for one, tbougbt t^t Mr. Ffetcber hod^ 
ariiaved in (sa iuiohrjstiaB*like a ntaaser, thftt it becaae 
the fluiy of orery Ixmest itod to take part agaiiM biiB. 

And you kept ymu* woniy Ii»€lieve?^-4 aat juot io tlid- 
babity Sir, of doing otherwise ; notwitlistanding I »t SP. 
IcNAg^mdi^r Mr; Fietcber's ministry. 

Yon kept in the front of the battle, I m^n ?^-^ have 
never shrunk, Sk, from doing my duty* 

it was yon, I believe, iivho employied tbeaolioitcH^ who 
ocMMltt^ied oertain legal proceedings, wbieb wiere iuwtit* 
tilted by Miss Dick's &mily, s^inst Mr. Fletcher }^-— 
It was. 

And it was you who showed Dr. Dick the letters which 
Mr: M^Crone, in the full confidence of friendship^ ad- 
dressed to yon respecting this bm^iness, and wbieh weie 
madethe chief pretext for these proceedingil?-**-4twas; but: 
permit me. Sir, to explain. Mr. M'Crone had sti^ied, in 
1^ posilfvie a manner, in these letters, that Miss Dick 
made die first advances to die second eopftesplondeiiGe 
with Mr. Fletcher, ttiat I was led to repeat the same as. 
a matter of fact to several persons, and, on its heing 
sdiemnrly daiied by Miss Dick and her ft^m^ily^ I could 
not do else liian give up my author* Mr. M'Crone sboittd 
not have told me what was tyse, and 1 would not then 
have been under the neeiessiiy of exposing his eorres- 
pondeooe. 

JSdmnmed iAf the Jwy. 

By Ma. Galt. — ^I am no satisfied at a' wi' ony o' Ac. 
motives I've yet heard suggested for Mr. Fletcher's ex* 
traorcSoiary conduct in this affair; and I want to see 
whether this witness can help us to get at the bottom of 
it* Frae Mr. Pirie's hmg intimacy with Mm'. Fletcber 
and bis sisters, he will be able^ I dare say^ ta solve me 
tys question. What isitbeir n»ak point ? Is it ainbltie% 
vaiHty, family pride, or what ? 

A mfaEtiire^f the whole three, I believe. I never knew 
any perscnHs more conceited and lofty in their notioii^ 
Mr. Fletcher^ if h^ migbt be believed, has the blood «if 
the royal race <^ Brace in his veins, his great grandfttbep 
hfliyiaig been a '^ •descendant, not r^mele, of the famous 
ikidrew Fletcher^ of Saltern, whose motber was a JSroce/^'' 

, * See Appeal to Public O^nion. 



. Sfir Waxtbe Scorr.-*-^^^ destc^ndinl^ not feiKt>%49l4ii» 
great grandlatheri" Why, the mao mm% bei^radfed te; 
taik smcb non^eose, Andrew Eietcber, of Si^IH^ did 
act ^ie till after the Revoliition, when this |ieal0te 4^^ 
scendant of his must bave bee&i also, wkb ooe fe^^ »- 
both, iu the gmvev 

I am only repeatiog. Sir, what I have beai^ ftfel 
Fischer, aiikd his sisters too^ boast of; not that, far Joy 
own p^t, I paid much heed to what they ^aiiL 
. Mr. Gaia*. — ^Weel, I suppose Mr. Fletcher thinks lAaim 
self a worthyscjon of the iUustrious stock with whkh be 
is pleased to claim alliance ? 

Ob ! I don't believe be thinks tb^e 's bis match in.,al| 
the Secession Church. 

I am jalousing there'U be mair than him^el of that 
opinion before a's done. And pmy, how has he the ^n* 
efiit to think be ranks amang the sbining lights o' dm 
metropolis ? 

Oh I Sir, far above them alU He foncies tbeve's no* 
lK>dy of balfbis. talents, or qualified to do ludf so nmcb 
good. He calls his station, one of the most importani 
^ ever occupied, by any mimster, in this vaet metropolis;" 
and says, that his coming and i^eception here, fomi aft 
aera in ecclesiastical history, which is without a paralld 
9tnce the days of the apostles 111*^ 

My certy! that's modest« But can you tell me bow ib 
fares wi' the outward man, amid a' this mental ^saka^ 
lion ? Is he bamely in his appare)^ and o' a bumble de* 
poftment? Or fond o' purple and fine linen, aiMt o* 
showing aff bis person to advantage ? 

Rather showy, I should say, in his dress, and vain ol 
his person : be is fond of telling the ladies, tha^ tbcmgb.be 
cannot pretend to the wit of iBsop, -be has not, tbmii 
QoAy. the distorted figure of that far-famed Phrygian. 

Now I begin to guess bow the win' blaws. But tellimit 
fi]rtfa«r, Mr. Pirie^ dki you ever hear any complaint made 
of the manner in which Miss Dick, and ber family, irp^ke of 
Mr. Fletcher, and ^Aia family, after their fivst rupture ?^-r? 
yes; I certainly have. Miss Dick or aomie of her friends aM 
M^i?ted to have said, that Mr. Fletcher, wa9 a match foe 
bewath ;bcr, and . thji^ it ji¥bs a great stretch of epndie^ 

*i»M^— —py^i— —■—<—— —>^M lip I J !■■!■ Ill I I I » ■— «— ^iwifwi*«>».«».yi^^.— »«W>»»^Wf 

"^ See Appeal. 
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i^censlon in her, to have stoy thing to say to Mm/ And 
from the way m which both the ministel* and his twi> 
sisters used to speak of the Diclcs-i— of their holding their 
heads high^ and so forth— I am sure thut they felt sore 
about the reports which were abroad. 

But can you recollect nuething a wee mair preceese, 
Mn Pirie, on the subject ? Otiy expressions o' Mr. 
Fletcher or his sisters to tlie exact effect ye hae stated ? 

I do recollect now, of one of the sisters,— I forget which 
— saying, in a company of friends, some time after Mr. 
Fletcher had got into his new chapel, " I wonder what 
Miss Dick would say now ? Sour plumbs, sour plumbs, 
} lancy, as the tod said when it could not climb the 
tree.'' 

Mr. Robert Fletcher' exammed. 

Mr; Phill'ips.— (Jur chief purpose, my Lord, in ex- 
amining this witness, whom, for obvious reasons, we 
produce with extreme reluctance, is to show, that there 
was really no ground for 'making his conduct, the pre- 
text for the ^econdbreach of engagement. Thehostility 
between the brothers was an old stoi'y, and one in 
which, I suspect, the unfortunate gentleman, now in th6 
witness's box, will be found more sinned against than 
sinning; 

Mr, CfliTTY. — You came to London, Sir, I believejiti 
the year 1818, for the purpose of settling here? — I did j 
in the month of October, 1818. 

Did yoil expect that your brother, Mr. Alexander 
Fletcher, would assist in putting you intoa way of doing 
for yourself and family ? — ^I did ; but was grievously dis- 
appointed. 

Did he do nothing whatever towards forwarding your 
views ? — ^Nothing whatever. 

Never lend you any money ? — Not a farthing. I know 
he has given ont that he did, but it is not tme. Some 
time after my arrival, hd offered to pm'chase a right 
which I had to a legacy of 200/., on tbe death of an aged 
relation, and I agreed to assign it to himfor lOOi. But 
when I executed the assignment prepared by his solicitor, 
instead of receiving down the 100/. as I 'expected, I was 
told that I could draw it asl needefd it, fronfi time to 
time. I consented to do so, aud whatever sums I re- 



eeived from hiai^ after coining to Landon, wer^, allcp 
the, credit of this account. 

. It is not perhaps true, either, that he furnished you 
with assistance ju the shape of provisions from his f^rm^ 
such as eggs, poultry, &c.?— Yesj he did furnish my 
family w|tli some supplies of that description^ and^^ at 
first, I thought they were brotherly presents, for whick 
I felt disposed to be duly grateful ; but on reckoning with 
hipi for the legacy, I found the prices of these articles 
regularly charged against me. 

Then you had no gratuitous assistance whatever from 
your brother ? — None. The only gratis thing I ever re- 
ceived from him was a great deal of ill- will, of which I 
^ould never divine the cause. 

Was there not some property bequeathed to you and 
your brother and sisters by an uncle, about which you 
rather molested him ? — ^There was. My brother and my 
sister Jean had contrived to get the whole management 
of it into their bands, and none of the rest of the family 
had been ever able to obtain any count apd reckoning 
with them. Now, therefore, that I was on the spot, and 
found thatlhcid so little to expect from my brother's friend- 
ship or generosity, I thought it but right to press for a 
statement of my uncle's affairs, the more especially as I 
had eveiy reason to believe there must be still a large sum 
due to me out of the estate.. , 

Did your brother then refuse to give the statement yqu 
required ? — He did; for two long years and more, I made 
application after application to him, both personally and 
by writing, and always in the most polite and decorous 
manner, but was invariably put off with some frivolous 
apology or other. At last he would not even notice the- 
letters I wrote him on the subject j-^nd when I called at hi? 
liouse, he was not to be seen. My wife, thinking that she 
jnight perhaps be received better, then tried to obtain an 
interview with him ; but she too was repulsed in the rudest 
juanner from his door. I next endeavoured to procure, by 
the intercession of mutual friends, what was denied to my 
own entreaties. Dr.WaughjOf Weli-street, and Dr. AUidge, 
.of Homerton, both spoke to him in my belialf. To t^^ 
former he would not listen at all, and to, the latter he 
would give no other answer, than that I bad. already rcr 
eeived (which was not true) out of my uncle's estate more 






Ihan was my due. A tlilrd friend^ Mr. Bnri*, therr wrote 
to him, requesting, in the politest manner, that he would 
giv$ some more specific explanation on the subject ; and, 
not receiving any answer, wrote a second time* to the 
6ame effect. I havie here the letter which Mr, Biirr at 
length received from him — (Reads) — '* Mr. Fletcher 

5)resents his compliments to Mr. Burr, and informs hira, 
hat ^e will n6t receive any imore letters from him. Mr. 
F. hopes that Mr. B. will not lay him under the necessity 
of returning him any of his notes, Homerton,Dec.3,1821.'' 
You were a good deal irritated, I dare say, by this ob- 
stinate silence of your brothei^'s? — I was. It stung me 
to the quick, amid a thousand difficulties I had to en- 
counter in London, to find what I conceived to be bilt 
simple jusitice denied me by a brother; and in the height 
of my vexation and distress,. I was guilty of some excesses 
towards him, which I now sincerely deplore, but which 
Were not perhaps without their apology in the conduct 
that provoked them. 

In consequence of these excesses, I believe he caused 
you to be sent to a mad-house ? — Yes. Although, happily, 
he did not succeed, as he seemed desirous of doing, in 
driving me really mad, he caused me to be forcibly 
seized, and committed to an asylum for lunatics at Hox- 
ton, where I remained immured for nine days, to the in- 
finite distress of my^family, and the utter destruction of 
a Sirhool which I had by great exertions established. But 
so little ground was there for this cruel proceeding, 
that, while treated and confined as a lunatic, my brother 
actually proposed to liberate me if I would go out as a 
missionary to teach the gospel to the heathen ; and after 
I had spurned this base proposal, the keeper of the esta- 
blishment Was so satisfien — not, however, by that alone — 
of my perfect sanity, that he set me free on his own 
responsibility, without waiting to ask my brother's 
leave. 

You certainly, however, must have frightened your 
brother : for in a letter which be wrote about this time 
to Miss Dick of Glasgow, to whom he was then under a pro- 
mise of marriage, he says, that for two yeare and mor^ 
your iniquities, and crimes, and outrages, had " wrung 
hi^ heart with anguish ;'* that he had been living in the 
constant dread " of being murdered by you / ' and that 



*fin the Very ptilplt" he had beeii aiarnied with the tedt 
of your destroying liirii ? 

AM fudge, Sir, raw head and bloody bones ! My bro^ 
tber w^snot frightened ; he only wanted to frighten othersl 
'Re had no fear, God knows, of being murdered by his 
brother, whatever he may himself have done to murdef 
that brother's peace and happiness. I have been guilty 
of outrages, it is true, — outrages provoked by his owft 
cruel conduct; — but of mme, no man, not eveti my bro- 
ther, can accuse jne. ^^I am not mad, most noble Festus> 
but speal^ the words of soberness and truth/* ; 

But you are aware, of course, that your brothier says 
you were the sole cause of his not fulfilling his second 
engagement to. Miss Dick ? — Yes ; so he was pleased to 
assert at one time, while at another he chose to give my 
sisters the credit of that achievement. I don't believe,, 
however, that aiiy of us had the merit of sticking that 
feather in his cap. My sisters may have flattered hh 
vanity by saying he looked Well in it ; but I am persuaciF- 
ed that even fh^r influence, great as it is, extended nO 
fiirther. 

Were you too of opinion that he looked well in it?-^ 
Gh, quite the reverse ! As far as ever I had any thing to 
siiy in the matter, I urged the fulfilment of his erigage- 
meuU . , . 

You refer, of course, oiily to the first engagement? — 
Yes, to the first engagement, at which time I was on terni^ 
of intimacy with my brother. 

Do you remember what reason your brother gave j/ok 
for breaking off the matdi in that instance ?---Yes : I 
hav^ brought with me a letter which he wrote me oh the 
subject, from which you will see that he had somehow 
or other become disgusted with the lady arid with hev 
relations. (Produces the letter.*) 

He alludes, I see, in this letter, to som^tfaing^ tliat yoU 
called Miss Dick on the road to Paisley : have you aliy 
recollection of the expression be refers to? — ^None; I aili 
sure that I never spoke of the lady otherwise than in tersDis 
of respect. 

Cross-examined ly Mr. Scarlett 

Were you not. Sir, in consequence of your 

< * Appendix, A, Ko, 1. 
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attacks on your brother, bound over to* keep the peaee 
towards him ? — ^I was ; because, whatever might have 
heen the ilUusage I received from my brother, I had no 
right to resort to such means of seeking redress. 

X>td you not bring an action againsf your brother for 
putting you into the mad-house ; and did not the evidence 
turn out so strongly against you, that your counsel, by the 
advice of the leai*ned judge who [)resided, consented to 
your being called ?• — ^He did; but I am not the first ho- 
nest mail, Mr. Scarlett, who, by the stupidity of his law- 
yers, has lost a good cause. 

Nor your lawyers, Sir, I suspect, the first that have 
had, more of a rogue than fool for their client. 

Examined by the Jury. 

By Mr. Galt. — D'ye ken. Sir, ony tiling abont what 
the Dicks. said o' your brither and his family after the 
£rst breaking aifo' the mairiage?— I remember it was 
reported throughout our connexion, that the Dicks ^e- 
tended that my .brother had been discarded, because be 
was not a fit match for the lady. 

Do you know if these reports reached the ears of your 
brother and sisters ? — ^Yes, they did, and incensed them 
all exceedingly. 

Who was the uncle that left you the property you liave 
spoken of? — Mr. GilfiUan, of Dunblane. 

S i rWALTKa S corr.— What ! myold friend Habakkuk, the 
gifted Gilfillan ?— No; but a worthy descendant of his, 
who stood up as sturdily as ever Habakkuk did ^^ for the 
^tai^ai^ls of doctrine as agreed on by the anoe fsuaaous 
Kirk of Scotland, before she trafficked with the accursed 
Achan." 

Mr. Galt.— Was the property which he left consider- 
able ? — -It could not have been 6thei*wisej Sir ; for he was 
alvvays reputed to be rich, and never had any family ;of 
.his own ; but as I have never been able to obtain any ac- 
count ofthfe estate, I cannot tell what may h(we^been 
ithe exact amount. My sister Jeari, wkawas with hertmcle 
when he die^, *and my brother Alexander, took aiL into 
their own hands, and did with it as they pleased* Two 
of iny brothers-in-law, who Kvedin the neigiibouthood, 
on hearing of Mr. OilfiUan's death, hastened to his bouse^ 
an4 proposecl', as is usual, to seal up the repositories of 
the deceased y but' J6an, who was in sad grief, to be sure. 
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ceiild not be l^aiigiht to listen for a momeBt to snjbh 
moriAly doings. Sue rated them well^as I have hehrdj 
far showing, at so try ii\g a moment, such carnal and se- 
cular affections ; and told them plainly that they did hot 
listen as they ought to the voice of the dispensation ! 

Was your uncle the heir o' the gifted Cjilfillan ? — He 
was. 

And inherited a* the, gifted's " sma' means/' lils 
'f twenty thousand mark/' his *' land about Mauchlin/* 
•and his " real I-ancashi^'e" ". breed o' ca^ttie P^'-rrThe 
whole. 

Nae doubt then your uncle maun hac left a gtide lock 
o' siller; ^ad is it true that ye hae no touched a plack 
o't ? — Oh ! some hundred or two 1 have received, but not, 
I am sure, the one half of what should be coming to me 
by rights* 

. Sir Walter Scott.— -Can you tell me, Sii*, wbat has be- 
came of my friend Habakkuk's broadsword, pistols^ and 
large blue bonneti-r-I remeqaber, of seeing ^hem.in my 
uncle's house at Dunblanei but \yhere they are now I 
cannot tell. 

' ' Mi^; ScARLBTT^ — I shall inquire of my c]lent about them. 
Sir Walter, and if in his possession, I am sure it will nbt 
be long before they are. added to the interesting colle9tion 
at Abbotsford. 

. SirWAttMScOTr.r-T-Mr.Scarlett, that is mor<a than kind. 
.. Mr. K. FiNLAY. — It 's, downright bribery,, I 'm,thinkin^ 

Sir Jautes Mackintosh. — ^But bribery without corrup- 
tkwi I'm sure; 

Mr^Reardon^ SoUcUoTy London^rexammedby "Mr. Chitfy. 

Were you present, Sir, in the Court of King's Bench, on 
the 4th April, 1824, wben. there, was tried an action for 
breach of promise of marriage, P^ckagiunst Fletcher ?— 
I was. My partner and myself were attorneys for the 
{daintiff. 
. Do you recollect wbat statement Mr. Scarlett, as coun<p 
3el for the defenda^nt, iqade to the court, with respect to 
the manner in which the correspondence between Mr* 
Fletcher and Miss Dick was cctfomenced P-r-Yes, per- 
fectly. Mr. Scarlett said, that lest any run\ours should 
have gone abroad tliat Miss Dick was not wholly sought 
Bgr^fais client^ he. was oti^/idnffed to t^ke^ that public method 
5)f declaring) that iiv earlier life sh^. was sought and pur/- 
sued by bim^ and that when prosperity in later years be* 



to taf^hmMftlttoi, file ff as.stUl ibe ^lyil^t ef Uuijtfv 
^am MtctiML The coDaexion, Mr. Scarlett repeated^ 
K first soiigiit by Mr. Fletcher^ aiod not by Mm Dkk* 
Mr. PBiiJLiffe.»^We bum iiow« ndy Xiordt. cbNMid.Ibi 



THE DEFENCfi. 

Mr. Scarlett. — ^My Lord and Crentlemen of 
die Jury, 

My fearned brother, Mr. Phillips, told you, in 
ik€i course of his most eloquent harangue, that 
this was a very extraordinary case ; and certainly 
nothing on his part has been wanting to make it 
appear so. Had it been the father of all sin him* 
self who was arraigned before you, for enticing our 
great mother Eye into the comoiission of that unfor- 
tunate fauj^ pas which entailed death and misery 
on all her posterity, he could not have said more 
about it and about it, or spoken with loftier vehe- 
mence than he has done, of the very ordinary of-* 
fence (for, after all that can be said, it is no more) 
with which the very humble individual who is my 
client stands accused. Had it been, indeed, against 
the author of all our woes, that the thunder an3 
. lightning of my friend's eloquence were levelled* 

\te should then Have been able to understand why 

• • • . . . . • 

'/ the whole social family" should be summoned 
to witness the conflict, aud why religion and mo- 
nfiity 4s]imild put up their prayers for the success 
ef this champion of human nature. We should 
iycihi^d,, without asTOuisl^ wh«t- 
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tieg daggers oatli^ ^rokea ftagismite^^f tiie dac^ 
logue," 0^ "i)lushipg4^mons^'' zxxd of " diabolicsa. r 
treacheiiesJ' But tp heaciiiK^h mags^ceat thioga; 
gravely enunciated respecting the hapless lovea^ofr 
any twa mere mortals that^yerlivedi is, tosayi;he 
least of it, Gentlemen, exceedingly xidicnious* I^ 
am afraid my young and highly gifted friend, hais^ 
yet to learn (what, I doubt not, your vardict thif 
day will teach him) thai: it is very possible to 
make too much even of a good thing, and, hy; 
dialing at too great an effect, to miss even the little^ 
which might have been reasonably anticipated* 
Extraordinary the case certainly is, Gentlement 
though, for reasons very different from any which: 
my learned friend has offered to your considera^ 
tion. It is a case brought before you after it ha$ 
ajiready been decided, over and over again> in^ 
courts civil and courts eeclesiasticaL and therefore 
it is extraordinary ; it is a case depending on the ux:^ 
principled disclosure of confidential letters^ on th^; 
evidence of brother against brother, and therefore 
it is extraordinary ; it is ^ case in which there ia. 
no satiating as it would seem, the vengeance of 
the offended parties, in, which nothing short of the^ 
litter, ruin of the unfortunate delinqi^ent will ap^ 
pease them, and, therefore, beyond any other tms^ 
^at ever came under my observation, it is extras 
ordinary. . Most truly. Gentlemen, has m.j client 
j^tykd himself/' a partridge hunted on the inoun« 
tains.'! Hq is indeed hunted — hunted to th^ venr 
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in interpositig myself between him and ' 
hts now open-mouthed pursuers, I trust I shall at 
least have the sympathy and encouragement which 
is due to an act of common humanity. 

My learned friend, takiiig, as usual; a wide 
sweep with bis arms as he proceeds, has been 
pleased to drag in the nativity and education of ' 
the defendant as circumstances calculated to ag- 
gramtethe guilt of which he is accused, inasmuch 
as the notions and habits of our northern neigh- 
bours, the Scotch, in all that relates to matters of 
love and matrimony, are, according to him, thevery 
purest that ever existed. I admit, Gentlemen, that 
both nativity and education have an important in-' 
fiuence in determining a man's ideas of right and 
wrong ; but I must insist that no more be ascribed 
tdtl^m thanis their due. Ibelievenoonecandenyta 
the Scotch the thara6ter of a well-informed, ctevcr; 
clear-sighted, calculating, and taoral peojde ; but* 
to quote them as authorities in ai!airs of tkeheart,^ 
is, to me, somfething new. My learned friend de- 
scribed to you with trittli how easily the marri«^er 
c6nnexioii is established amotigst them, and how 
ctireful, of course, their ydung men are not to take 
the leap till they have looked over the hedge ; btttr 
hefbrgot to tell you of one or two deductions from? 
l^s state df things, which make it somewhat doubt-' 
fiSl whethet it is just the happiest mndCT heavett« 
He wftrttld have stated *but a notorious fact, ha* 
Ke Idfotmed you, that the matrimonial bridie which 
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the yowng tedies of Scotland cairy so ^camiaM^ip 
in their handsel and the appreh6n&ion& which the^ 
ease with which it may be sHpped^on, a^ constantly^ 
inspires, have introduced a degree ^ cunnkig^ arit- 
fice,r and trickery, into the inteteoiarse between un- 
married persohs in that country^ whkih exists no-^* 
where else in the world. Of ^peri, gallant, gene- 
rouSjf and confiding courtship, suchai^ we South** 
ems delight in> the :Scoteh know nothing : making 
love is> with them, all an affair of finesse and stra^ 
tagem, of long and^roundabouit marcbesy feints and 
ambuscades, mines and oounterminesi The usual 
mode, as X have been told, by whioh these lovers 
of the kilt make their apprqaches^-^iodeeji the only^ 
safe mode they can adopt, as.matt^?^ are managed- 
among them— is, to affect to • care /«a#* for the 
lady they admire w<w#> arid to omit no oonyenietit 
opporlJunky (themore public the better) df saying^ 
what they think will inettley or doing .what they 
are sure will anney her. It is in this open and 
nMHjly way, Gentlemeta:, that they arrive at a know* 
led^e ef the tempeors and' dls^sitions of the ladies* 
that are to make them happy 'feir life, before they 
venture on these closer friskings and gambdk^tl 
which bluing them within the reach of fthe matri*^ 
monial noose. Need- 1 suggest to. you,^ Gentlemen^ 
what miistbe the corresponding effectsof this sysir 
t^n on the> Caledonian dames ? Wbatek^x^api ycfOT; 
itasonabty ejepeet than ^lat dissembling should hm 
xneiby JksembKn^naiftifiee: by^ertiiic^ i^^ttingo^ 



)»f plotting, cautievs iBaQceurring by a still mom 
cautious cakttlatioa of ^hanoes, till the whole a^ 
faiY beitweeii the parties is redu€64 to a mere mat* 
ter of batgiii&/ifi which the heart hjiia little or no 
concern? So universally characteristic, indeed* 
of the Scottish people, are these things, that it has 
even passed into a proverb amon^ the nations, 
that ''biting and scratching is Scotch folks' woo- 
ing/' Glorious distinction this, for a high-minded 
and gallant nation ! Blessed effect of that pri- 
ibitive state of things which, dispensing with all 
^ empty ceremonials/' as my learned friend is 
pleasdd to call them^ substitutes the guardianship 
efthe tooth and nail for proclamation of banns and 
holy rites ! Oh, happy people, among whom it is 
with husbands as^ with wild colts— the only 4iffi* 
eulty is, the difficulty of catching them ! Othes 
nations may be as brave, and, ere time runs ita 
course, may yet be as learned and as virtuous a» 
the Scotch ; but the nation exists not, ai\d never 
will exist, which can* h^pe to rival them in the 
art of wooing, Hei^e^ positively, is a distinetix)!! 
which they share, and caur shdi*e, with no othes 
people on thje face of the earth, and to find any 
jEe$emblance to which> we must quit the pai^s of 
hvman life entirely! and travel into the domaimel 
other tribes and other families of the animal worid# 
(K one of tfao&e tribes — ftho dread of mice» ai^ fa^ 
vourite of old maids — we do '$nd it said; aa Hif 
proverb says of the Seotefa» /o^ amoves del g{ito, vi^ 



nendo entrmj a sftymg* vF^ieb .a wAifirtDf 
own country has thnaiiap(^y paraphrased: 

Their fnskings, crawlings, squall, I ranch approre, 
Tbeir spittings^ pawings, high-iaised nimpa. 

With the wiJd minstrelsy of rapt'rous loYe. 

How- sweetly roll |beir|;po8eben7^jei« 
As loud they tune their amorous cries, 
And loving y scratch each other black and blue!* 

, , Behojid, Gentlemen^ a true aad genuine picture 
of the real ^^tate of things produced by that wao^ 
of foro^andcereviony, and the consequent want of 
ingf&nuous oon^dence which: my leaned friend ha9 
made the theme of so much misplaced eulogium^ 
behold the na.tional effectsof not fencing round th(^ 
marri^ sta^ with such a regular line of fortifica? 

. jMjr> RoQj:it9* — Ct/rtom-works included, I uup- 
pose^ Mr. Scarlett ? {Laught^.) . 
> " I.thftuJc tb^> J[ew, for teaching me that word,** 
Y«9» ci^Ttam- works uiolud^, that no one without^ 
dM pale need be imder any apprehensions of atep-r 
imig OYi^r^ through carelessn^s or i^istake. Be? 
hold, Gisitlemen, ^hat we should change tp^<wero 
libe:pray€OT of n^y learoed friend to be^hear^i that 
the inractice^of Scotlaiidr the "exemplary country^' 
as he GaUs it, wei^ to become oJi^Jects of univer^ajl 
ittilation. May Inot say^ Qentten^^n^ wiUiJihef 
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' ISngkfid/^tfa all %^^^ 

My eoontryl and while yet a nook is leH, 
Where Eoglifih. minds and inanners may be found, 
Shall be constrained to love thee. 

But what, it may be asked, has all this to do 
with the case before us ? I must leave Mr. Phil- 
lips, Gentlemen, to answer that question. I have 
but followed in his devious track ; riot from fear of 
any injury that could arise to my client, had mat- 
ter so extraneous been paissed over unheeded, but 
from a feeling that so much, at least, was due 
from nie, in vindication of the institutions and 
^practices of the country to which I hav6 the h(>- 
Hour to belong. 

My learned friend, Grentlemen, has told you that 
knother very aggravating circumstance in the casfe 
of my client is, that he is a minister of the gotspeU 
and of a sectarian persuasion, which claims credit 
for l>eing of a purer faith and practice thati the es- 
tablished or any other church. I own, Gehilemhn, 
that it would have been well for my client, had he 
been of any other sect or persuasion under heaven 
than the one alluded to. He might then have had 
4ome chance of having his errors treated with 
Christian charity and tenderness ; he might theii 
huve found, in the i^weets of forgiveness, the re- 
ward due to a genuii^ repentance. He would hot 
then» Gentlemen, have belonged to one of the iiibst 
narrow-minded, inquisitorial, and persecuting 
sects that I do believe ever existed. He would 
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not then, iGeutleinen, hayebeentwiA^jt^ 
twice punished far the same offence ; once at the 
suit of the party offended, and a second time at 
the suit of parties who had no pretence whatever 
Jfpr interfering in thp business, bT^it a base desire of 
scanning th,e feults of on erring brother. He woui^^ 
i3,ot then„ Gentlemen, after submitting to a vprdiic^t 
in one Court, for the sake of bringing a^ affai^r, .i^a- 
ple^^nt to all parties, to an honourable 1;ei;miija- 
tion, have seen, his letters— letters which ought, 
that instant, to have bejBu given up to him— eagerjy 
seized on by the emissaries of a priestly, inqui- 
silbion, in orcjer to . found upon, them a nevv 
proceeding in a different Court, aiming at no- 
thing, less than his utter destructiop. It niakes 
;pio. part of my duty this jday, Gentlemei^^^ .to 
^$tj^n,d up for Episcopacy, in opposition to Pr^- 
liytery ; but I cannot lielp paying, that if, as this 
JMsociate Synod pretends, it is Presbytery m its 
purest state— if such be the sort of interfereiiae 
,with the private and secul^ir concerns of indiyi- 
4*ial^; which Presbytery sanctions— if such be the 
^ort of jurisdiction which Presbytery exercises 
. ©y§r its^ members— then I, do say, .rather let. me 
. .spe Episcopacy, with twice ^s.much state,, and 
twice as lai;ge revenues as it ever possessed, up- 
jfeeld and perpetuate^d in our land, than that the 
4^ should ever cpme, when freeborn Englishm^i 
,,^sh^U fi^U under so.^9gra4ing a dpminipn. , . I^pst 
^^tly, Gfi^tleijieD, did one of your num^^r inquire 
of one. of the witnesses, whether a sect, the spi. 
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litual rtrlers of which t&ke i^uch cognizance of th6 
sayings and doings of its members — a cogni^ancfe 
so intolerable, that not even a stray piece of harm- 
less burlesque in a magazine can escape punish- 
ment at their hands--^boasts of any writers oif 
eminence ? A surer test does not exist of the 
rationality and worth of any system of belief, thaA 
the degree of encouragement which it affords 
to the cultivation of letters. It is chiefly the great 
difference, in this respect, which makes the Pro- 
testant so much superior to the Catholic religion ; 
it is the influence which Protestantism has had, in 
awakening the national intellect, and stimulating 
it to those exertions which have* brought us 
such a harvest of renown, that constitutes one o^ 
its best claims on our gratitude and fidelity. You 
must have been struck, Gentlemen, with the for- 
cible illustration of this important truth, which 
was furnished by the answer of the witness. Of 
names of writers belonging to her sect, she gave 
you a plentiful store ; but scarcely one could she 
mention that is of the slightest eminence in the 
literary world. I see my learned friend, Mr. Phil- 
lips, smiles-^ungallahtly smiles, at the idea, I sup- 
pose, of resting the literary character of any party 
on a blue-stocking authority. But I appeal to the 
personal knowledge of more than one distinguished 
individual of the Jury whom I have now the ho- 
nour to address, whether all the wigs in the Asso- 
ciate Synod, and all the Wise heads which they 
adorn, could have exhibited a fuller or fairer 



7S 



picture of Burgher and Anti-Burgher literature 
than was furnished by that sensible and well-in- 
formed witness, Mrs. Jean Pirie. 

I have spoken, Gentlemen, of this Associate 
Synod, as if my client felt that he had been 
harshly and cruelly used by them. It is true, he 
feels so, but I believe I have strayed a little from 
my instructions in making it a matter of com- 
plaint against them. •' Whatever others may 
think of such proceedings," says my suffering 
client, *' I at least can have no right to complain* 
I knew the sort of discipline to which I subjected 
myself when I voluntarily became a member of 
their body. I knew that should I ever become an 
object of their wrath, I could never suffer more 
than the son on whom, to the disgrace of huttia-* 
nity, they once upon a tim^ imposed the unholy 
task of excommunicating his own father." * 

. But, Gentlemen, it is now time I should enter 
a little more closely into the merits of this case, 
as it regards the breach or breaches of promise of 
marriage of which my client is accused. 

I mean not to deny that in both instances Miss 
Dick was sought as well as won by my client. 

If Mr. Fletcher himself has ever thrown out any 

> -■*■■ " ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ . ■ ■ ■ . , . . , . 

* Alluding/ it is presumed, to the case of tbe Erskines. The 
father,, who was excommunicated, met the son who excommuni- 
cated him, as he was returning from the performance of this filial 
duty. '' Ah," said the father, ^* It is now some forty years since,. 
I yf9B returning, about this very time of day, from dedicating you 
to the Lord, and now what do I hehold ? That very son returning 
IVom dedicating his father to the devir ! ! l-^Reporter. 
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iAsmuatioi)3 to the contrary,. it must have been 
when under the influence of some momentary 
provocation ; for it is quite true, as stated by one 
of the witnesses examined thisday, that when Miss 
Dick brought her action in the Court of King's 
Bench, the defendant's deliberate instructions to 
me were, to acknowledge, most fully and unre- 
servedly, that the lady's affection was. wholly 
jsought by him. 

But, Gentlemen, I hold it to be just as certain 
^ud true, on the oth^r hand, that in the first of these 
instances it was the lady thus sought and won 
who discarded the gentleman; and that in the 
other, no breach of engagement would have taken 
place, had. that lady and her friends only behaved 
towards the defendant with common fairness and 
discretion. 

That it was Miss Dick who broke off the con- 
nexion in 1813, is indeed distinctly admitted; nor 
can I sufficiently express my surprise at the 
attempt which is now made to cast the blame, 
which justly attaches to her on that account, on 
the shoulders of my client. My learned friend 
would have you. Gentlemen, to believe, that Miss 
Dick was artfully inveigled into the quarrel by 
certain discourteous and irritating proceedings on 
the part of Mr. Fletcher ; and that, in fact, she 
could not have done otherwise than she did. — 
But what right, Gentlemen, has Mr. Phillips, or 
any one, to assume that.such was the secret ob- 
ject of my client? And if you throw this, which 



is all mere assumptioB, out of the case, what k 
there in these proceedings which could justify tjie 
course Miss Dick adopted ? After it had beea 
finally agreed that the marriage should take, 
place in 1813, she chu$es to propose that it shall 
be deferred for three long years, and because my 
client, as I am sure any man of ardent feelings 
would have done in his situation, expresses dis- 
pleasure with the cold calculating spirit which 
apparently dictated that proposition, and becanse 
an affectionate sister, with more zeal than pru- 
dence, happened to iijterpose some words of re- 
monstrance and rebuke. Miss Dick is pleased to, 
fly into a passion, and to declare that the mar- 
riage never shall take place ! Is it possible. Gentle- 
men, to say that any thing had occurred here, which, 
could justify Miss Dick in bringing matters to sa 
abrupt, harsh and.vindictive a conclusion as this 1 
A promise of marriage, I need not remind you, is 
just as solemn and binding a thing on the part of 
a lady as it is of a gentleman ; and the reasons for 
justifying or excusing a; breach of it, ought to bfe 
equally cogent, whetherrit is the one or the other 
who commits it. That \i^e may see, then, clearly 
tfaeTalue of Miss Dick's apology in this instance,, 
let us suppose, for a moment, that she had changed 
parts with Mr. Fletcher ; suppose that it had been 
Mr. Fletcher who proposed to Miss Dick to delay 
the mrarriage for three years ; that Miss Dick had 
complained with warmth^ nay, with anger, if yoii 
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please, of the coldness which the proposition indi- 
cated, and that some kind sister had lent the aid 
tff a good scolding to quicken the lover's resplu; 
tion, what. Gentlemen, would then have been the 
jiidgment of the world, had Mr. Fletcher chosen 
:*6 fly into a passion with the ladies for their 
^innocent importunity, and declared that since they 
liad behaved so, and for no other reason whatevei", 
die marriage should never take place ? Would 
not every person have pronounced his conduct to 
have been pettish and unreasonable in the extreme? 
And if you would have said so of Mr. Fletcher, 
xistn you say less of Miss Dick for being really 
guilty of that sort of conduct which you would 
have reprobated in him ? Gentlemen, it is impos- 
sible you can say otherwise. Miss Dick Was, 
'to all intents and purposes, guilty of as gross a 
breach of promise of marriage in this instance, as 
any with which she has since been able to charge 
Mr. Fletcher ; and, in opposition therefore to the 
call which my learned friend has made upon you,, 
io visit my client with the punishment due to a 
double treachery, of which he is wholly innocent, 
I think I may with much greater reason ckil upon 
you to set the one breach of promise against the 
other, and make thereby a clear acquittance be- 
tween the parties. 

1 shall be reminded, perhaps, of circumstances 
of strong aggravation in the second case, which 
tnake it impossible to look at the two in the same 
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light. But is the first case attended wi^h^oQ^ 
aggravations ? Was it making matters no worsg^ 
that in the letter by which Miss. iDick discarded 
Mr, Fletcher, she should speak of his sister, Miss 
Jean Fletcher, in terms fit only to he used jjyji 
not very modest woman towards the njo^t (fe- 
graded of her sex ? 

Mr. Phillips. — My learned frijend yn^ansi after 
all then, to produce these letters in evidence. 

Mr. Scarlett. — And if I do not produce thenj, 

, , . ' ■ " ..'».-.. • 

or at least prove their contents, tl^^ Jury will, of, 
course dismiss from their minds a^y argume&t 
which I may found upon them. But ipy ]e2^tn?d 
friend must not be too sure, that I cannot prove 
the ipsismia verba to be exactly as I have before 
set them forth; he seems to forget that in tie, 
nearly contemporary letter which he has pro* 
duced as part of his own proof, addressed by Mr. 
Fletcher to his brother Robert, and which was 
certainly not written with a view to any after 
purpose, there is an account given of Miss Dick's 
letter, which corresponds substantially with wha|; 
I now offer as a literal transcript of the words., 
used.* Was it, I will again ask, trentlemen, 
making matters no worse, that Miss Dick should 
contemptuously and slanderously enquire whe- 
ther the " woman calling herself Jean Fletcher," 
who knew so much of tlieir. affairs, was not 
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'f some imiscreant walking the streets of LondpnT' 
Was it inaking matters no wprse^ to suppose evea 
for an instant, that the man to whom she had been 
betrothed, and who had the character of a minisr 
ter of the gospel to sustain, could h^ve carried hia^ 
love-tales into the street, and confided them tQ 
one of the vilest of the vile ? 

Really^' Gentlemen, if there is no aggravation 
here, I know not how it is possible that .a case 
of breach of promise of. marriage can ever be 
aggravated. I do say, that after so intemperate 

• 

and indecent a letter as this, the .man must have 
been dead to every feeling of self-respect^ wjio 
did not at the moment congratulate himself on the 
escape which he had made from forming an alii* 
ance with the lady capable of writing it% Nor is 
there, in my opinion, any thing in all Mr. 
Fletcher's conduct as connected with the second 
correspondence, of which he has half so much 
reason to be ashamed, as Miss Dick has to be 
ashaiped of haying written that letter. 

My learned friend laid great stress on the terms 
in. which my client spoke of Miss Dick, and her 
friends, in a confidential epistle w)iich he wrote 
about. this. time. to his brother, Robert Fletcher, 
and which that brother with a propriety of feel- 
Wg> quite in uEjison with his general conduct, has 
published to the world.. But when you see. Gen- 
tlemen, under what circumstances of provocation 
that letter was writt«Q,r— when you consider how 
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Mr. Fletcher must have been still vrrithing under 
the mortification of Miss Dicks contumelious r6 
jectibn, you will probably think, that it is not so 
wholly without apology as has been represented. 
It has suited my learned friend's taste for exagge- 
ration to maintain that every opinion it contains was 
the settled conviction of the writers mind, and 
which no change of circumstances c6uld possibly 
Mter. But is there any one so ignorant of the course 
of lovers' quarrels, as not to know how rapidly, and 
yet with how little sincerity, the language of 
affection and praise will sometimes diverge into 
strains of the bitteriest censure and reproach? 
Can any one, especially, be so forgetful of what 
makes up the wooing of Scottish lovers, as to take 
in good earnest any scandal that can pass between 
them-^when, as the poet says, even while loving 
most passionately and most sincerely, they 

'' Scratch each other black and blue?'* 

It must at any rate. Gentlemen, be admitted, 
that if there are things in that letter, which my 
client might wish had never been written^ he is 
not the only person who committed to paper on 
the occasion, what required to be both forgotten 
and forgiven. Take it to be the case, as my 
learned friend contends, that Mr. Fletcher still 
retained every opinion expressed in it, down to 
the time when he renewed his addresses to Miss 
Dick i ani 1 not equally entitled to hold that Miss 
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Dick, down to the time she accepted these ad« 
dressed, repfented not one syllable of the very 
chaste, elegant/ and complimentary letter, by 
which she broke off the first correspondence I- 
And who, in that case, I should like to know, . 
wotild bear off the palm for sincerity and good 
faith? 

That the letter of* Miss Dick had really th6 
effect of producing a strong impression that she 
was indifferent to the match, I can prove by othet 
testimony besides that of the defendant himself. 
In a letter written to him by his father on the oc- 
casion, and which will be proved to you in evi- 
dence, the old gentleman, than whom, as I am 
infohned, a more upriglit and wortiiy individual 
Dever lived, says, " Your mother and father, and 
all your relations here, are of opinion that you 
should have no more correspondence with Miss 
Dick. Her "j^oposing to delay the marriage for Ikret 
years is a mantftst' token that her love to you is very 
coldr 

' I think, Gentlemen, you will, upon the whole, 
tgree with me, that equal justice will be best done 
to both Mr. Fletdier and Miss Dick, by holding a* 
tit length forgotten and forgiven, all the ill-natured 
^ings which they said of each other at the time of 
theii*finrt quarrel. We shall by doing so, to be sure, 
"break up thfe whole fabric of my learned iriend's 
ingenious and eloquent ttrguraent ; there will he 
then rka malice rankling in the breast of toy unhappy 
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client fer ten long years^ and $it last bursting foFtb 
in a scheme of revenge against Miss Pick andber 
family, so dark and deadly, that the very j^eyil ha?^ 
to be conjured up to keep it in countenance-^ 
there will be then no " male coquette" in the cas^ 
inflicting a blpt on hum^^n nature such as it never 
.sustained before; but, on the other hand, Gentle^ 
men, we shall be putting no more than a chari- 
table construction on the motives of both the^ 
parties to this ill-fated attachment; we shall be 
interpreting matters according to our more prdi* 
nary experience of human life; w^e shall havena 
romance in the case, nothing but plain downright 
matter of fact. 

-My learned friend has been pleased to deride 
the idea that my client ever felt really sorry at the^ 
cold nests which Miss Dick evinced, or was sup- 
posed to evince, in 1812, and which led ultimately 
to her then breaking off the correspondence be^ 
tween them; but when you take that rational 
view of Mr. Fletcher's subsequent conduct, whicb 
I have now suggested, you will find the best possi-^ 
ble evidence of his sincerity in this respect. So^;- 
TOW, as.we all know, and as most of us may pro-- 
"fcably have fdt, is a far more enduring affection of " 
the mind than anger, which is indeed, but one of 
its many moods ; and when, as in this instance, it 
arises from slighted love, it is, above all, difficult 
of cure. For awhile, jand in public ^specially, it 
may affect .the joyous laugh or spijtefuljeer, burt 
sooner or later, the silent hour is sure to arriv^^ 
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Wliien tlie memory of deady oherished: affections 
will break in like a flood on the mind, and sweep 
ftway whatever petty feelings may have been 
wnly endeavouring to usurp their place. It is 
Ixue, Mr. Fletcher could not well be else than sen* 
ously offended with the terms in which Miss 
l^ick conveyed her dismissal of his suit ; it may 
Tie even true, as I have supposed, that he at first 
exulted in escaping the chance of rivalling So- 
* crates in matrimony, if not in martyrdom ; but 
after the angry passions had had their day of 
noise and bustle— when he found the faithless fair- 
still the unexpelled mistress of Ws heart — wheir 
he began to call to mind all her good qualities, 
and to consider how the upbraiding style of his 
sister s interference was calculated to provoke 
even an angel into a momentary aberration from 
propriety — when he thought of the prize he had 
to regain by a sweet forgiveness, and of all the 
pains to be endured from a longer struggle with 
his feelings, can we wonder that he forgot and 
forgave every thing—*' gave lip all for love," and 
^* thought revenge well lost ?" 

To do thus, was but to do as good feeling 
dictated- — to do as a thousand others have done 
before, and as ninety-nine out of a hundred would 
do in similar circumstances. There is nothing in 
this course of events, but what is all very natural 
— ^nothing but what is of every day occurrence; 
the result is Just such as any one might expect to 
happen, where an early and deep rooted attach* 
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ment has been baulked in the moment of expectckf 
fruition, by some trivial misunderstanding. 

The view which I now take of the case, I rest^ 
upon the great volume of human nature, and <m 
what, to the honour of human nature, are itd fixed* 
and ordinary principles of action. • But the view- 
which my learnedfriend has endeavoured to press 
upon your belief, is one> as he himself confesses; 
whith has nothing natural in it, and which h€ 
can fitly designate by no other' term than that 
of being " truly demoniacal;" It is indeed a de-^ 
mon's part which he would assign to my client; 
he would -have you to believe, that in revenge for 
Miss Dicks conduct in 1813, in revenge for an 
injury of ten years standing, he coolly and de-» 
liberately renewed the correspondence in 1823^ 
\rith no other purpose than that of wooing and 
betiraying her, a second time, to * derision- and 
scorn. Need I ask. Gentlemen, on what'feict« 
and circumstances he founds this monstrous con» 
dusion ? It is too monstrous for serious refutatiom 
It belongs to a school of extravagance, whiebf 
little to the credit of our national taste, has lately 
had some encouragement among us, and whifeh^ 
my learned friend, knowing that Common Seme 
is the presiding deity here, should have left to 
flourish, or rather I should say, to disgrace those 
boards, where, in the shape of plays from^ Mc. 
Shiell, or operas from the Grerman, it has u^urped^ 
for a time, the place of those inimitable pictured 
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of feal life and mannens, left ns by our-immortal 
Shakespeare. 

To^hat then. Gentlemen, is the present ease thus 
reduced ? To one of a simple breach of promise of 
marriage, distinguished only, though not justified, 
J[ will allow, by the circumstance that the lady 
who complains of it was herself once guilty to- 
wards the defendant, of the very offence with 
which she now accuses him. I do not meaui cerr 
tainly, to say, that the defendant's apologies for 
breaking off the match were just as j.udiciously 
and consistently brought forward as they might 
have been ; I regret that there is so much room 
for wishing that he had acted in a more uniform, 
candid, and straight-forward manner ; but I shall 
be content. Gentlemen, if the fact be allowed that, 
for one reason or other — no matter what — Mjr. 
Fletcher had lost his liking for Miss Dick. It does 
appear to me, that without the fullest liking in a 
connexion of this kind, there can be no rational 
pr(^pect of happiness, and that a lady who, ev^ 
on the way to the altar, discovers that she has lost 
that place in the affections of her intended hus-r 
band, on the faith of which she promised him her 
iiaad, has cause to be glad, rather than sorry, that 
she has. made the discovery while it is yet time to 
draw back. It is a case for pity, certainly^ to be 
led on thus far, with the gaie of the whole' world 
fipoii you, and to be then obliged to retract ; hiH 
Ira tii&es more, ip my mind, is the lady iQ J9S 
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pitied, who, unsuspicious of any abatement of at 
tachment, advances to the altar, and gives her 
hand as well as heart to one who, obedient to what 
he erroneously supposes to be the call of honour 
or of duty, and, forgetful of the solemn vow which 
he takes " to love,"" as well as '' honour,, comfort, 
ai^d keepher,** gives only a cold hand in return^ 
The gaze of the world, its derision or its commis- 
seration, are but the sufferings of a moment ; but 
to be wedded to alienated affections, is misery for 
life. I care not much at what time you. may sup- 
pose Mr. Fletcher's inclination for the alliance to 
have wholly ceased ; whether before or after Dr. 
Dicks' interference in behalf of his daughter. It.i^ 
enough, in my view of the matter, that, in either 
qase, the affections of tlie man no longer coincided 
with his legal obligations ; and that though Mis$^ 
Dick had called every power on earth to her aid, 
ahe could not have recalled that love which w^ 
gone for even I must confess, however, that it is 
by no means clear to me, that at the time Dr. Dick 
interposed^ the case was become ju^t so desperate 
as this. It is evident enough, that Mr, Fletcher'js^ 
inclination for the marriage was previously on the 
wane ; but I do think, that had Miss Dick apd her 
friends not assumed, juBt so hs^stily as they did,^^ 
threatening and compelling attitude— had thiey 
shewn a little more patience, and forbean^nce, an^ 
loving-kindness— the faltering swain might .y^.^ 
have been won back, to love and dv|ty^ But w^jie-; 
ther I am correct in this supposition or not, I am 
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sure. Gentlemen, you must all feel, with me, that 
there was enough in that attitude to put to utter 
flight a far greater share of good-will to the match, 
than there is any probability Mr. Fletcher pos- 
sessed. My learned friend has spoken of the Rev. 
Doctor's letter, or pleading, as he styled it, in be- 
half of his injured daughter, as something so elo- 
quently touching, that it would have moved even 
a heart of adamant ; but, Gentlemeii, I must, 
though at the risk of endangering my character 

for sensibility, declare that a more sour, uncour- 
ieous, matter of business, browbeating production, 
I' never read. It had nothing, in the least, of a 
kindly, conciliating, or healing character about it. 
It told my client, in as plain term's as could possi- 
bly be used, that if he did riot marry Miss Dick, 
he should be made to smart for his conduct. It 
brought matters simply to this issue: that Mi*. 
l^letcher behoved either to submit to have it said 
thdt he y^^is forcedy or, as a friend of his has well 
expressed it, dragooned into the marriage, or to 
make up his mind to brave all the fury of an in-^ 
Censed and vindictive father. That my client act- 

ed a prudent part, in preferring th^ latter alterna- 

* • ■ ' • « 

live, I will not say; for now that he'has experi- 
enced what the threat of the Rev. Doctor really 
portended— now that he has felt how unsparing 
was the vengeance in store for him, extending not 
only to the destruction (ag far as In the enemy's 
power) of his character and usefulness in society^ 
but to the destruction of the very means of his sub- 
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sistencQ— no>y t^at it has been proved in his person 
ths^t to break a promise of marriage to the daugh- 
ter of a chief of the Scottish Secession Church, is 
a crime deserving ten times more punishment than 
a breach of promise to any other person in the 
kingdoni— now that all this bitter experience has 
come over him, it may sometimes, perhaps, have 
occurred to him, that he wauld have acted with 
more worldly wisdom, had he overlooked the dic- 
tation of the father, and endeavoured to remember 
only the virtues of the daughter. But, it will, at 
least. Gentlemen, be allowed, that the part which 
my client preferred, though it has been a perilous 
and a suffering one, was that of a man of spirit — t 
would say, not only of spirit, but of honour and in;r 
tegrity : fpr, sacred as a promise of marriage naay 
bp regarded, I hold that there is yet one thing 
more sacred, a regard to truth and to religion. Sup- 
pose my client had, without sufficiently consulting 
the state of his affections, been frightened int;o a 
compliance with the demands of the Rev. Doctor^ 
a]pid given his hand, without his heart, to his daugh- 
ter, what would have then been the triumph which 
the Rev.. Dpctor.wpuld have achieved, ? He would 
have had the credit of having compelled a brother 
minister to invoke the Almighty's sanction to thie 
declarations of a deceiving heart and lying lip* 
He would have had the credit (need I say how be- 
coming his sacred office ?) of haying added one 
more to the marriages «or registered in heayenr 
Surely, Gentlemen, I have my warranty for s?iy- 
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iiig, that the Rev. Doctor has cause to feel grate^ 
iu) to that courage and sincerity which saved him 
from the commission of so great a sin. Surely 1 have 
a right to lay claim for my client to some merit 
in not having added to his simple breach of pro- 
mise, the serious guilt of a compromise of principle. 
To decline performing an engagement which we 
cannot fulfil with the sincerity essential to its honest 
fulfilment, may be a crime in the eye of what is 
termed the law ; but I trust, Gentlemen, that you 
will show, by your verdict this day, that it is no 
crime — nay, something very much the reverse- 
according to every canon, both of morality and 
common sense. 

EVIDENCE FOR THE DEFENCE. 

Mr. SCAR3.B1T tfaeit proceeded to call the followitifg' 
witnesses for the defence. 

Miss Euphemia Fletcher, examined by Mr. CampbelL 
Look at that letter, (handing to the witness a letter 
from her father, the Rev. William Fletcher, to her 
brother Alexander,*) is it in the handwriting of your 
father ?— It is. 

l>id you reedve in the course of last summer, a letteir 
from yoiM* sister, Jean Fletcher, respecting a corre- 
spondence between your brother Alexander and Miss 
Dick, of Glasgow^ ia 1812 and 1813 ?'^1 dki. (Produces 

the tetter, t) 

When your brother i*enewed bis addresses to Miss 

Dkk in 1^13, I believe your sister Catharine- and - 

yourself Were teskliiig with him ?— We were. I had had" 

the management -of his household concerns for nearly 

ten years pveceding. 

Jkd jsoa make any opposition tb the marriage b^w^een 

your brothc^r and Miss Dick?-r-It would have been 

in vain for us to make any opposition. We disapproved 

^■^l*^*^^'— '^^ ■■ ■ ■ ■■ ^^m^mm I III I II n il I 11^.1^—111 11 I ■! I I II- ■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ ■ .1 .1 ■ ■ ■ , M 

• Appendir, B. No. 1. - t Appendix, B. N<f. 2. 



95 

of tbe Qiatcb^ certainly^ as we had a right to do.; butr 
<^ontented ourselves with reminding Alexander of the 
letter, his father wrote to him ^ after the first coixe- 
spond^nce was broken off. So far, however., from wishing; 
to stand in the way of the marriage, we told him,, that 
in two days after we intended to depart for our native 
country^ where kind friends and a comfortable home, of 
our own awaited us. 

T>o you. know anything of Yrs. Jean Pirie?— Too 
much. For nine years she was our professed friend ; but 
behaved afterwards like the serpent which made Kden 
a wilderness. 

How so, pray?; — ^While she was on terms of intimacy 
with us, and saw how happy we were with our brother,, 
we discovered that she had been wTitiug secretly to. 
Miss Dick, telling her not to mind a word we might say^ 
against the match. 

When you made this discovery, did you tax Mrs^ 
Phie with her duplicity ?■ — Yes. One day when my sister 
and I were in the vestry at Albion Chapel, Mrs. P. came 
Uito us and said, ^^ O girls, why do you thus avoid me ? 
I cannot sleep in the night when 1 see, yo^ pass me 
without speaking to me V My feelings were powerfully 
excited by her duplicity — for now the vail was rent from 
my eyes; I saw beneath the mask she had so long worn. 
f replied, "Can you ask that, when you know you have 
deceived us?" She said, '* I do not understand you; 
I am sure I would serve your brother with the lefi hand, 
but you with the right." I answered, " You are a- de- 
ceiver, for you have been writing to Glasgow." She 
raised her hands and eyes to heaven declaring, that if 
she went to death that moment, she never had done so; 
that she had -not known ttie correspondence had been 
renewed,' till she tiad been told of it on the Tuesdiiy 
before, by a lady ! " Say not so," I returned, *^ when* 
you know you have written." This sentence informed 
her that her true character was known ; she ,dropped the 
mask on my giving this direct contradiction to her 
deqlaration : of m^Qcej^c^^ ** Wellj th^o, I ho^e.been 
writing to Glasgow, and the time may coma when I will 
show you the letters;" " The time wift never eome^ said 
I, that I shall even touch what you have written/' 

_ \ ' Crois-e^ammed by Mr. PftUlips. 
But why, my good lady, should you have been so angry 
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witb>frs, Piwie> if i*. be t^ie, 9[S;yott have ^nfiMined w, 

tliat you had no wish to stand in the way of your 
brother's inarriage with'Miss^Dick' Y6u had madis'np 
yourmkids; recollect, ,to quttthig. your Eden before this 
serpent, asjpu ?ire pjea$ed to call ^this respcctahle Isrfy, 
made her appearance on ihe scene."— We were angry 
with her for rtcddg^sor double a part. ' -r - ' - ». w^ 

Are )ou not aware that it was at your brother's request 
that Mrs. Pivie wrote to Miss Dick ? — I hare heard so. 
^ ^ Hetve yon seeti i tettei* of yo\ir bi^other's, in \vhl(?h he 
gays,' ** ihat pver SH»ce you liad. received iqtelligetice of 
his then intended marriage with Miss Dick, you had 
beeA in ftie inbst violeht bppositioh to it;** and farther, 
** thajt your aversion to the nrarriage was pait of 
those events of Providence with which he was surrounded 
6rt all' ^fe,an(I whfch/ like the billows of the'ragiug 
«eaj wereib^yond* his^control ?"^^-^I hare. ■ »*. 

And how do jjqu contrive to reconcile these statenients 
with those which ybu haVe inade hiere to day?— 
Witness remained^ilentl . - . . 

Mr.^PHiiJLips.-— There must be some deliberate mis- 
representations 'among you! I suspect^ the only safe 
eortclurftin'we eami come tb is, to believen^ither,' ' * 

i&si Jean FlBUkery.eadminedby Mi\ Campbell. - >^ 
. In aleUer^of jyours,^^^^^ pfodv^ced.^y^ yoiMP 

sister^ Tiliss Eupheuiia Fletcfier^ you give, what you 
«ay, is a-Cjtfpy of a -letter written by Miss? Dick to your 
brother, . in^. cpf(^Veciq^ , to on^^you.bad address©^ tQ b^\ 
Did you make that copy from the original ?— fJo ; 1 gave 
it merely frohl recollection. . 

. Xou have .^ei^ the letter itself, hpwever?—Na; but 
niy brother told me its contents. 

Oross-examiiied by Mr. Phillips, 
Did you ever read any tetter AvhateVer from Miss 

Dicki— Never. , , .... , . 

Mr, Scarlett said that he had no further eyi- 
dencetooffer. . , , 

Mr. A. Fletcher himself now stepped forwafd^ 
and solicited, tha attention of the Court for, a^w 
moments, _ t 

Chief Justice. — ^Your cause, Sir, has been 



,97 

very ably advocated by your counsel, and you 
had better perhaps, let well alone. I will not, 
however, refuse to hear you, if you have anything 
further to offer which you think essoitial to a 
proper understaiKiing of your conduct. 

Mr. Fletcher. — My Lord and Gentlemen of the 
Jury, it is with the greatest reluctance I now address 
you. There is a compulsion of necessity, and a 
.compulsion of duty. Both unite in bringing me 
forward : the former I am unable to resist, and 
the latter I am inclined to obey. I have care- 
fully enquired, "What benefit can result to so- 
ciety, to the church, or to individuals, by thus 
publishing to the world the circumstances of a 
correspondence which once existed, which was 
jfirst interrupted, and th&a brought to a conclusion 
by a variety of causes? What benefit can result 
to society, to the church, or to individuals, by 
occupying the public mind, both in England and 
in Scotland, with scandalous animadversions upon 
one who, like other men, is liable to fall, but who 
anxiously wishes to be a blessing to his country, 
^nd to mankind?" On the most cool and de- 
liberate enquiry, I find that neither individuals, 
nor society, nor the church can benefit by the 
publicity given to the affair between Miss Dick 
andme,-^by the details of our broils, and the rea- 
sons of our mutual hostility^— by the develop- 
ment of our corrupted passions, and the effusions 

H 
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ofoUr Spleen. It has, thAffefore, appean^d-ih some 
measure nhac^countable/that myatitagohists should 

^ave -discovered sd inMeh solicitude, aifter they 

'have exhibited me iu^the Court of King-*s -Bench, 
and then in the Ecclesiastical Court of the Seces- 
sion Church, to exhibit me again, before my 
already satiated countrymen, at the bar ^f your 
tribunal. Let tne think,—-" What can be tfae.mo«- 
tive by which their pure mirids are stirred upT 
It may be this ; — they employed the first expe- 
dient as ^n Engine to accomplish my ruin. Has 
it succeeded? No. After the tempest -of Ae 
legal (ionftict subsided, I still appeared: the tpos- 
sessoj? of character, credit, and usefiilneisrs. Not 
one real friend had forsaken me; new accessions 
were made to those who remained stedfest totheif 

: insulteci and persecuted leader. They -employjed 
"the second expedient as nn engine to accomplish 
my ruin. Has it succeeded ? No. Eeelesiasfei- 

. cat anathemas have been poured upon my name; 
arrows have been directed against whatts deawr 
to me than life, and without which life must .prove 

/a' load intolerable to endure. After the storm of 
ecclesiastical violence, my antagonists have -sfii ' 
found me the possessor of character, credit, and 
usefulness, and the ranks of my supporters i^ 
^ends increased to a degree, which more re- 
sembles the dreams of fancy than ob^cts of 
reality ! The third expedient they now employ 
k their ia^i their greatest effort to accomplish that 



•^y tiiedfr fotmier attempte. Uk^ PMroah> tfa^ 

"liave isaid, '^ We tvill puf5iie;ivre will avertakei wie 

'^wilL divide the spoil. " Let them iaicei cave leet, 

:^UlDt Pharaoh, duey be buried da the Red ^S^a^f 

^their 4o^n ptesumptioDf. May I add, %faat jthie es- 

-f^ietit is thiair last, their dying slirttggle! Itisa 

-powerful reonvnilsitre movement, but it as the 'biff- 

-^binger ofrdtissoliitioii:. Join rwitfh me, Geutleimen, 

in wiidiing fiiat, i^diai they dhall fisd the inefficaby 

cidt this their last attempt, that'^emnity may ex|)iare, 

-whicdi bans dtimtilafed tlicem m latl &ehr psc^eets^ 

fttnd iQKxt attend tiiem to another tworldi <vrihere, llikie 

clhe vidtore, it will prey mpon' the ^itaisvof thosie 

who have surrendered tbemsellves Id its d6miniedi 

iiuiikisi Should 'Ifaey acGdnqiilish my' roiia,: what 

-advantage idiatU Ih^ 1have ^procured for them- 

itaebres 9 Shall they be lifted up by tny dfol/i^nfal ? 

^Shall^my' (tesiructiefai^i^o^ve .the hasi^iofifh^r'pte-* 

«S{fi6fky ? Alts ! it is mow jio proMem in the bb- 

rtodry » of man, ^' whelliier he qvA {)Ian^the ruin of 

another wfaeeii it is- not to advantage hknself/' 

The joy wiiieh' 6uoh e destroyerfeels Tknow ncft; 

lieftveifs dasesipf i(m td thoM nt^bo hav6 not beqn 

»faamed to tpirac^m to the Hirorld, that they aie 

'^liie tdaHBttofs^-of enmity, atid the advocates df te* 

AH BloBgv I hate vkwed Ihe attempte of aa^f 
^enranes as ortgmiitiQg^ m iataOic i^f^tience, atfid 
^^^iilaied hy ^^mw^ptmt^ wl^h ea&ai^ 

h2 
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taite th^ fcuman heact, as idieir object liaus heen^vir 

denfly to drag me down from one of the most vah- 

'^rtant stations that has ever been occupied by 

fany minister in the metropolis. I have seen the 

maievaknt intention ihrwighanU a^d though I may 

-b^ cbiirgeableby some^ as.glviog place to a wild 

'enthusiasm/ 1 have uniform! j experienced a coir- 

Viction/ during l^is unnatural and disgusting con* 

flict, that these parties shall be frustrated in all 

their intenticms : that they shall .find themselves 

to be- only '^potsherds fit to contend with the 

jpiotsheiids of the earth ;*' and that they are foo(- 

'ilshly '^nd* presumptuously contending with an .arm 

^ litronger than that of man, which has hitherto 

'proved' the J&hield of my defence. , 

' 1 know from » the extraordinary publicity which 

"ha^ b^ea givieo to my first and second coixe- 

1#pondeA0e witita^eDtainlady, that from the almost 

'Unparalleled exeitement vuhic^ has been pro- 

-dkieed in this country, raany;were led to suspect, 

if ho« to conclude, that I had beep guilty of the 

most perfidious SLCts-^of the basest treachery : t/ea, 

•that' I' had practised the act» of the vilest seduc- 

H\6n\l ' I ask, who would not have conduded.this 

^t6 be th^ ckse? But what must be the. surprise 

'of the disc^vniiig public^ : of' a^ generous and free 

people, when they find this to be the caserrtbat I 

^have scatcely seen the lady for teu years; that 

^dtring'^that^ perked I had not been in/ her facers 

-housed %hat the seci^d c^orespoiid^pe Quly .Ijast- 
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cdaBotrtlive mt^nths ; that it was mieamipted Qot 
Iby any want of respect to the kid]^; that adel«y 
^fmamage was occasioned hy the ixeaviest ajid 
most tragical ifamiiy calamities ; and that tilie jc^- 
respondence was finally. bfougbt:to a* clMe^.byy the 
ittiprudencfe iDf the relatives d# the* lady, ^^ndiby tt^ 
most disgusting and presumptuous intierfer€^^5<)f 
ephemeral friends^ who adopted a m^elfadd unjb^ard 
of in the annals of the history lof mao, jiameiy,- 
fbrcCy to compel a man, almost distracted by afflic* 
tion, to enter into a cbunexioni which,^ of all othw s; 
requires a sky, clear and tnmquil^ and not covered 
with clouds of threatening calamity, or agit^tsd 
by stornis of tumultuous vicissitude ? Whether 
these things have been proved x>r aot, I will leaye 
to the decision of that ; bar af public ; opinim^ J«for& 
'^'hich I appeal, and whare I am eonvinoed, ca^didr 
cohfessions will be received ;with compassionpte 
magnanimity, and where a sehtence of ^honojarable 
acquittal will be awarded, grounded on a defeace 
which has for its basis the immutability of truA. 

That I take great blame to myself for the re- 
newal of my correspondence with Miss Dick, ido 
not deny ; but I cannot suffer it to be inferred, that 
1' concur in all the concessions which my learned 
eounsel has, for the sake of argument, I supppse^ 
thought it proper to make on the subject When 
Mn Scarlett was employed, on a fermer occasion, 
to defend me in the Court of King's Bench, he was 
pleased, in order to. avoid argument, I presume^ to 



I« 

Adftiit (^rlMtkalnd no^enrtltority fitNM me toadteil) 
Ifast 1 bad been guikj of t breach of promise of 
jDiKEriage.. Not imhg persenaity prasettt oat that 
oceaaiofi^ I bad no oppoirtuAity df eat^ing my 6m** 
aebt ffoin the admJsaioft of my eounael ; but tfaer 
<a9e b^sig (rflieririse n&w, I feel tfiat I afoai impe* 
fioui^y called upon to state how^ far I agree, or <b» 
not agree, with the comsessious which he has miMie 
m my name. Mr. Scarlett hais admitted that tho 
second dc^rrespondence begani^ith an overture qb 
my part* Now this I deny.* Nothing butforcier 
ccmipels me to refer to that communication firomt 
l3ie lady which has been so firmly deaied by my 
assailants. But as the assertion of tkas truth haif 
been ded^ared to-be the foundation of the aoticm 
whkdk was nised in the Court of King s Bendi/ 1 
will; with the leave of your Lordship, call a most 
respectaUe witness; who will proye, beyond the 
pcrfs&iltty of a doubt, that such a commnnicatk» 
vas tent tome by the lakly. With tespect, again^ 
to.the admission that I was ultimately guilty of a 
vkxlation of a promise of marriage, I can only con- 
cibrlaJt thus far— that, in the- eye of the law, I asa 
gaflt y * I need hot say, Gentlaoaen^ that there may 
be a. legai violation of a promise, where diereis net 
jonoral violation. The man who promises, M a paiw 
tieidair day, to pay a sum of money which he owes; 
iMfttisuMlbfeto4oju> when the day affives, is guHtf 
#i>ar legal vi^ti^ of the promise ; :bitt wte> %fll 
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imn wiU.Dpiakft spqU W;ai53«rtioit., .^p|y^c?^^f M^ - 
Scj^rlett. jjiay dp right Iq smpwif^g.tbp legal, vipla^g , 
tipftof my .cEigsigeqieDt, butuot i«.;gi»ijtii^jtb# . 
mocal violation ; because,, allowing tbaj. I .\^a&, l«j 
jjally bpund.ta fulfij, my eugagpm^t » tbe mo»th. 
of September, I wasjnorally prevented ftoxn. dain^ 
sa» by a heavy domestic calamity,? whteh inter- 
vened., Should the following question be address- 
ed to me; " Sir, if .you virere, justly coosidereil . 
pledg^d.tP m^urry'your former Ci^iyaspoiide^t,, do 
you* consider y^bat yo\i communijcated in, tbe tv»q 
letters, p£ the 25tb June and 3d Jt^ly, a reason, ioR 
breach of promise of marriage?" I w,ould in^tajitj^ . 
Xi^pLy,. No, 3ucli an opinion^ I never entertaija^j^ , 
aqd sufib an opinion I never expressed.^ I n^evjep . 
said-so in .writing; I ^evey said sQ.iq cqny^sp^^^ 
tioa, Wb^nl wrot^ them,. I ponsidei;ed tbi^y cw,- . 
^|ained.rea«onj& of delay, ai^d I can^jdpr m? wvr# 
3Mty. aflfecti9ijL remained unalt^ed to my Qorrer, 
figondenti I w.a^ even laying the: plants for the 49- 
cowpli^bment of our unipn, after the ^et^T|W^9b. X 
subsequently receivied ftom bei; fathe?,, and . on 
^hicb «py cQttn^.el hw. ,ai)im;5idyertpd with uq 
imicb. mc^nted Severity, On receiying t|iat; Iqt- 
lev bftwjawr, L looked with^ tejrror on. tbft 
cyent of being related to a gentleman w|xp cf^ij^c^ 

lar^J^ to mifeasJio %e,¥|le§tiof b^iji^gs; fiijid.^Are- 
^^WgawtbierJ^tter from,^^^^ 
of all her father had said, written, resqlyed. and 
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thaeateniefd, I mui^t ednfess I looked with appaUi^g 
[suspicioD on the evlent of bdng relited tcr a lady 
who could permit and sanction such an oppro* 
biium beings heaped on him whom Ae expected to 
be the partner of her days. 

It is universally acknowledged. Gentlemen, that 
love is a plant of very delicate texture, and it has 
often expired by cjrcumstances the niost apparent- 
ly trifling and capricious. Human nature illus^ 
trates thi^'every day. ' ^^is membrable leU^ 
like ^pouring the burning lava of Vesuvius upcm the 
btiiSsbms' of a tender flower.' The disgust whicH 
it has excited is as strong as at the first moment 
my mind came in contact With its mttltgnant viru- 
lence. I ain. blamed with treating the reverend., 
writer 6f'thfe letter vrithconfirnpt ditid scorn. His fetter 
I did tyeal.w^itacqnteinptawdscpipij, ;i.nd AviM treat 
with contempt and^^scorn, while I live and breathe* 
It is worthy of the heart which' dictated it ; and I 
shall e ver. rejoice, tjiat my existence shall not be^ 
embittered by beittig related to one Whose disposi- 
tions I lipid, in i^ucl)'^^ ' XJE^V' 
premon of disgust throughmt theCmrt^ ** Heav«n 
grant Ipiay npver meet Iiim oh'earth/'till the aspe- ,^ 
irity of bis nature is softened by the resistless ia* ^ 

fluencie of the religion of peace ! " Mr. Fletcher 

sat down. ^ . v ; <, ^ 

Chief Justice. — Who then is the Witnfis* ^bk 
mean to call to prove that Miss Dick com* 
menced fflie second correspondence? ' 
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CSastfe 'Mom, ' I^le of M^ti.*-^M'Of(me>^ wb^ve>»p^ 

Mn M^JrcTO (a very ^ respe<^stbtei ^ i «lde*ly^ 
looking gentleman) then stepped^into iA6 v«it*e«s*^ 
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Mr. FifiTCHER. — ^^Do yon know any tliipg, Slivof th^ 
renew&l of a correspondence "betWefen me *and Miss*" 
Di^k^'of Qksg&w^ ia 18B3?-T^Yau kiioiiis ^&b} vfj^jXiSHv^ 
that I was not {(?QQ6uHed aboy,ttthe bufiDci^^; bqt iii y?9-, 
dication of thie pal'ltlL4ve tafeen, Iniust say, that* I'hact 
ats^iimcb-proof US' would hang a: itu^,^ thaS t^erthe firsV 
courtship was broken up t^n years ago^.thejfi^y;)^;^. 
came forward and wrote. — One witness says,* *'l saw 
and read the letter j'* another says, " I and another lady ' 
rej(d: it, and had ^ur jpk^ on the subjeict.^' A. third , 
witness said, *^, The letter was sent by mistake from the 
iDmister'g study and cahie under niy inspection.*' This* 
shows I wa^ correct in ixiy first cidnjectuEe^ wfaf n I ^d| ^ 
in my letter .to Mr. Pirie- " No w^ when f|ie cannot dp , 
better,' she comes forwAra tvith tlie offer of her liahd. 

■. Cross-examined by Mr, Phill%t»s. 

Will YOU have the kindness, Sir, to mention the , 
names of any one of the three Witnesses you talkW?^-^ 
No, Sir; I. am. nt)t at liberty to tell their names^ , - : . n ' . 

AiJid ypj you feel.yourself^at Ubertyj^ on f^im^ymous 
authority, to propagate t^hati now* tell you 'is an ih- 
^rarons ]5ldnder. I hi^ve but two qnestions laore to. fwk^ 
you. Sir. When, wyour Icj!^ ,to Mr, Piri?; yQu ofyped 

tliat the lady bad made an offer of her hand, did you ' 
know that to b^ the fact' on' tiny sort of au«boritf: wbat^ 

evefr?-*-.- i .f/ -. ........... .... ,_...> 

1 did not then know it to be the fact. 
. Who told you first that it was the fact ?— ' • 

Xdp not nemember— . v . ;: - 

bhoue. . Mr. M^Crone 1 

Mr. PHiixiM.sw4,'that Jthppgh.^^tit^ 
^1 reply, he' felt that any thing.ef ti)e Isiad waac 



to repeat his most soleum denial t^at Miss Wwk^ 
httd Ibtoken >eff tlm fic^ cofresp^adoMse iiv Ae 
tenon Miput64 4o> her, ^r solids theisecendfiiv 
any terms whatever; apd to remind the Gqiivl^ 
that neither Mr. Fletcher s counsel nor Mr. 
flatcher himself, had succeeded in producing any* 
thing nore than* weae hearsay evidence cut those 
points, and that evidence of such a descrJx>tion' f» 
to make it doubtful whether it was hearsay of 
pure invention. 
• . . ., , • - . • • . ' • 

The Cm£2r Jiusi»C£^;th£in prpceedad.^o^^cbailf^'. 
the Jury. — He looked upon the offence wttilt 
which th«) delendmt wa« charged^ as. ow fi^hick 
in its simplest ftfxm, and stripped of all -aggiava^ 
tioQjs, was one of great enormity, much greater 
than the world seemed graerally disposed to 
allow- Peiliaps' thert was no human^ tdfeetibn 
whicb cftuld, bear less to be capriciously sported 
with, &m that of love ina female breast. Once 
faidy awakes^ it. pqs^^sses her whoic: ^o«i]»; and 
tin^ every senstttien; mlr ia.ito ioteDsity ; m«Nr 
thajf %intly discovered in its external develop-^ 
ment. Whisn it leads to a lawful and honoud^ihi 
connexicffi with the obfect of its. regard, it is !l|ie 
suireaiof all passports to a life.o£ tr^quflUty aiid 
happinesa ; but when fiiithlesBttess and dMMtiibn 
ar«iil9i{isttiapi, ititanga iiitbtmi^^ 
MCkldssiitsiv^iaAd imisei^ itt^iiU )ts%md //bk. piD0 



cased ^ut nf (e%Nit is the eiroi;n»(lan0e wlisdi'des* 

cidea betweeiv Im^g to uc^e&ilisata sod Jhovour^ 

aod livixig vcmly to bitterness and sbmiie. Events 

vmy sametimefl arise to justify a breacbu of psor. 

Biise of marriage ; but rsurely^iadeed,; dues suckta? 

&iUu!e of engagjement take places without mS^U 

iag great and irreparable iBJury o& the femala 

vbois its unhappy victim. Every taaii of right 

feeMug/ every mau of honour and huuaauity^ tfa^i^. 

ibre, must feel it to be his duty to consiider wfsXk 

what he is about before be indulges. in thQse.at«« 

tentions, which, according to all reasouable tiatepr 

f Fetation, have marriage for their object; aad 

wh^io^e be has plighted his tro^, none but rea^ 

«0Q6 of the weightiest import should ever iaduca 

hi» to draw back. Now, what had we here.? : Jk 

pmtnise of marriage twice made aod twice 

broken ; owiug in the firsft iustance, perhaps, td 

&ults 00 both sides, but iu the second, owing; most 

^uestioaiably, to no fault whatever on^ the past 

<^the la4y. And what reaso&s did the defend^ 

9at^ffigr ifi defence of his conduct?. JDid be 

plead tbfaihe^fasad been drawn in to nftake thepro* 

auboiAshlyand inconsiderately ^ No^ Hekad 

^ inodesty indeed, in oppositdon to the mcqni 

gaUairtuand prudent coujrse pursued by his, coua^ 

^ to say thi|t r tfie lady had aia4e iiksk 9$i unso^ 

!ieit^ twdec of bar hand ; bwt never haii there 

}^m wita^sed a nqve disgriB^eipl fiuluiethflp^ MXf 
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evidence this dastardly imputation. No defend-* 
ant« in a case of this kind, had ever less reason to 
plead w?uit of consideration or want of will. The 
attachment was one which he had formed in early 
life, which he had had ten years to reflect and 
brood over ; and in all, but what love he felt for 
the lady, he was, as free as air, when he sponta- 
nisously and deliberately renewed his proposals 
for the alliance. Had Mr. Fletcher's love then 
fpjr the lady cooled, or had obstacles arisen which 
placed it out of his power to fulfil his engage- 
ment? The defendant had protested very solemnly, 
that the latter and not the former was the case; 
but looking at the nature of those obstacles, at 
the shifting manner in which they had been put 
forward, considering how much reason there was 
to suspect the sincerity of the defendant in the 
importance which he ascribed to them, and of 
how little real importance they were in any vievr ! 
that could be taken of them, it was difficult, nay 
impossible, not to come to one of two conclusions ;-*^ 
either that there never had been any real love i* 
the case, but (as Mr. Phillips had contended) ^ 
malicious intention from the first, to sport wit^ 
the feelings of Miss Dick and her family, or tfi^* 
his love, such as it was, had from some caiuse C^^ 
other, not only cooled, but sunk to the very freei^" 
ing point. ^ If it should be the opinion of the S\xr^» 
that the former was the case, then, indeed, h£^ 
the learned counsel most juirtly'ca21ed &pt>n their^ 
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to mark by their verdict, their horror at a scheme 
of treachery without a parallel in the history of 
human baseness. But inclining, as they would 

* • ■ _ • > 

probably do, to the more charitable conclusion, 
that merely a change in the defendant's inclina- 
tions had taken place, it would still occur to them 
how comparatively venial his conduct would have 
been, had he only frankly owned that such a 
change had taken place, and stated manfully that 
on that account alone, he could not fulfil his en- 
gagement. There was much truth in what Mr. 
Scarlett had said, that however much the situa- 
tion of a female deserted by the man she loves is 
,to be pitied, it is bliss compared witli the lot 
of one who is wedded, but no longer loved, 
Alas! 

'^ What damned minutes tells she o'er, 
Who dotes jet doubts, suspects yet strongly lores.** 

Nearly all the enormity that there was in the 
case, arose from the manner in which, the revev 
read defendant had chosen to back out of his en- 
gagement, There^ had been a want; of manliness 
and honesty inthe whojle of his proceedings, not 
more disgraceful . to his character as a member of 
spciety,. than as a minister of the gospel. . He had 
. shuffled, twisted, , and j turned a thousand ways, 
and done every thing but tell the truth, and re- 
pent l^is errors. . Instead of acknowledging, with 
:: Chr^tian: hum^ity, the injuries which he l\ad 
. 49«€i,apidiD[jaking?. allowance for theJo4igp?tti9B 
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tnrliieh Mscondticl; was nttturatty Csffctilated to ex- 
dte in a woman wbose affections he had outraged, 
and a ^fetllily whose honourable feeKngs he had 
insulted— instead of submitting to jui^t censure, 
and only opposing unreasonable exaggerations— in- 
stead of only endeavouring to regain the good opi- 
nion of his friends, and to avert the hostility of 
liis enemies— he all at once turns round, and from 
the defendant becomes the assailant— declaring 
'Kmself the injured and persecuted party— scatter- 
ing his impotent abuse, and venting his pointless 
malice against his once ^ adored"* Eliza, and all 
who honourably espouse her cause. The mnrt 
"^shocking part 'of his sophistical rorrespondencfe 
'and pleadings was, the continual mixture of things 
sacred with things secular — holy with profane*; 
and the terrible temerity with which he had at- 
tempted to bring .Providence to his level — to 
^ake Providence his shield in deserting'lhe ob- 
ject he affected to covet so *eagerly--^be indi'^ 
ifidual he professed so dearly to love. Before tke 
ifarone of God (if we might believe liim) he sougbt 
feer — ^in Hi« Holy name he invoked her, by Mrs 
lioty name he vowed eternal love and oonstanoy^ 
wid it is HiH who places at length a barrier m l^BSb 
way df their union, whidh no human /hands coolll 
vemov€l l^ever, peitiaps, !had there iieen -fsa^ 
Ubited a more frightful portraitOK^ :upa& ^Am 
^hole, ci WBk uncflmdid, rancorous, and xenw^ffsiA 
mpsaH^ wealing tbe garb of samstilytahd cidiiii|^ 
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for the cons^tructions of charity. The impioiis 
freedoms which the defendant had taken with the 
name of the Divinity were, his Lordship was sorry 
to say, hut specimens of a certain hypocritical 
cant, and daring perversion, and misapplication o^ 
sacred sanctions to the common occupations and 
ordinary occurrences of life, which was become too 
prevalent in this country. It was confusing the 
ideas, unhinging the minds, and leading into a 
maze the better feelings of multitudes, and would, 
if not checked and put down by coinmon sense and 
true religion, infallibly tend to drive mankind to 
become either fanatics or infidels. 

The Jury then retired, and after an absence of 
five minutes, returned into Court. 

Sir Walter Scott.^ — " My Lord, we unani- 
mously find the defendant Guilty upon the whole 
counts of the indictment." 
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(A) 

DOCUMENTS PRODUCED FOR THE PROSECUTION. 

No. 1. — Rev» Alexander Fletcher to Rev. Robert Fletcher. 

The Glasgow business is all over ; I am happy at it, rery 
happj ; I wonder at my great stupidity. Jean has done me 
much good in the matter. She sent down to her Ladyship two 
hulletiTis of a very curions nature. This week I have sent back 
all the cold, barren^ icy letters I ever received from that lump* 
ishj selfish woman^ with whom I have been so long enthralled— 
thanks to God for the deliverance! Jean compared her to 
Delilah ! She wrote back to Jean and compared her to a ♦****. 
Keep this secret I am looking around here ; Grod will guide 
my steps. No longer will I stop to insults ; may we ever rise 
above them. I think Mr. Dick the most impudent fellow 1 ever 
met with ; his philosophy has done him little good ; I have done 
with him. I like Alexander and George ; the mother is Mrs. 
Hypocrisy, and Miss D. what you called her on the road to 
Paisley. Write me soon. 

I am your loving brother, 

Alex4Npsb Flbtcher. 

London, Oct. 1823. 



No. 2. — Rev. Alexander Fletcher to Miss Dick 

-. , ^,. , , Receiued I3th Feb. l%2$. 

My dear Eliza, — It is my intention to pass through Edinburgh 
a the month of July, where I have a great wish to meet with 
'ou. Can you possibly manage to be there about the same time? 
shall anxiously wait your answer to this note. Be so kind us 
^i^ress to me, " Albion Chapel, Moorgate, London." Write 
=^e without restraint ; for, be assured, I will never betray or abuse 
Our confidence and affection, should Providence favour me by 
^^king me the object of them, I hold your parents and family 
^ the highest respect and esteem. May God bless you and bless 
^^J>i. I am yours, most affectionately, 



No. 3.— 3fr. Fletcher to Mis§ Dick, 

London, May 22, 1823. 

My dearest EHza, — It is painful to my feelings that I have 
been prevented from answering your most affectionate letter 
sooner. Since* the time the welcome messenger arrived, I have 
been moving from place to place^ like a king's courier, and have 
not enjoyed a day's rest and retirement till now. You are closely 
entwined round nayJieart, and every letter I receive from my dear 
'Ehza makes me more ihankiiil that 1 live in the heart of one who 
ao deservedly occupies the highest place in my admiring estima- 
lifln. I' am yours, I«m yourt>wn; my lieart ift yours ; yeu^oinslaittly 
live in my thoughts, in my warmest affections^ in my fondest de- 
sires, and in my most animating hopes ; you are mine ; I claim 
you as mine own,* I thank God that ever my thoughts were di- 
recled towards you, . and >that Providence ever directed your 
thoughts towards your own Alexander. O my dearest Eliza, I 
Unbrace you wifh ray \ery soul, when you tell me you look foi*- 
^ward to the arrival of a period not remote, when you shall be be- 
siide me, when you shall be my compauioni when you shall live 
with me as my comforter, and when you will do every thing ia 
your power to render him happy who shall consider it the greatest 
earthly bliss to make his dearest Eliza happy. Sometimes I 
think I am whi^ering into your ear, not only the affectionate 
feelings of ray mind, but the sweet realities of our holy faith, which 
carry the thoughts onward to the joys of heaven, and I think 
that these are not only excited, 'but answered by my loving Eliza, 
in a manner which makes me taste the exalted enjoyraenfs^of the 
religion of the heart : — sometimes in the indulgence of tancy, 
which, I trust, will soon, soon be exchangeiibr realities, I think 
1 am listening, amid the darkness and the silence of tiigbt, to the 
sweet ejaculations ascending from the lips of my loving Eliza to 
the throne of Heaven. Oiien my heart rises up to God for you> 
and I am conscious that often I am not only tkesHbj«ct of your 
thoughts, but your prayers. The expectation of living with you 
fills me with delight. "O may my God and your God grant that, 
before many months pass over our heads, that expectation may 
be fulfilled ! It is my wi«h, my prayer, that, if Providence spare 
me to visit my native land, I may not return alone. My dearest^ 
dearest Eliza, -make me happy in saying in your next that yoa 
will not suffer me to return alone, and that you will enter with 
«iie on a eareer which will add to our mutual prosperity and bliss. 
Qki that eareer I oilenthink. I may say the prospect of that near 
relation almost constantly engages my thoughts and my prayers. 
From G«d i have sought you, my loving Eliaa, and to Hira I 
kok for the fulfilment of all my wishes* S'Ong, 1 trust, we shsB 
travel togefber, 4iaiiid m hand and heart in heart, in this world. 



.^viilldng HI a]l the commaBdiweiilsMd articles of the Lofd» hletme^ 

lest. Your tweet letters make me more and npore ani^ottt for 

the arrival of a day when we shall xfo longer live sepavat^ firoai 

eacb otber^ bat ^bea we shall be one in relatiea^ as we are now 

,em0 in afieetion. I trpst Bivtne Brpyidenoe will firepare the waj 

heSore im^ and that it will evideaU^rafiikear the wtU of Hun, wli^ 

i84be wise IHsposer of all erents^ thai, on i^y i^e^acnt my dearest 

<frieDd, my own Eliza, the ohjeci of my .wannest afi<KJiioD» wSl 

aecompAnyme to a sphere, ivbesei knew she wiH be happy in 

/doing gooa. Oh, Eliza, giTO me, wkh the gi^teat fjneedom, ilbe 

.sentiments of your mind on this subject *, . I wisfaj I^w^re near yop 

to h^ar them whispered into my ear , by a voic^ Ibe accents of 

• which wiH, I hope in God, often cfwfert my hoari. My aSeotion 

.4o you^ my dearest Eliza, is extei^ed to a]l your family ; I lave 

;them all, and consider myself honoured and happy in being the 

shaner of tbeir esteem. Give me the address of Alexander -a 

.office ; I may call there first on my arrival. Remember nae most 

affectionately to all, and particularly to your dear parents* . £o^ 

hiaoe the earliest opportunity, my dear^ dear Eiliza^ in wdttis^ r 

^ Your own loving 

. ^ Miss Diek^ Rev. Dr. 'Oidk's, Glasgow. Alsxakbsb* ■, 



' No. 4.— JIfV-. Fletcher to Mi9S Dicki 

liODdon, June 13, 1823. 
My dear Eliza,— It was last Sabbath morning, on ray CKtmkl 
at the ichapel^ that I received your most welcome, afiectionate, 
«Bd encouraging letter^ You are dear to my heart, you have 
devoted yourself to me, who am infinitely unworthy o4' such a 
blessing. With longing anticipations I look forward to that day^ 
when, in the kind Frovideibce of God,. I shall 80&fw<fr dearest 
Eliaa. May I be prepared ibr meeting my loving Eliza, and ibr 
enjoying the societyof her \^ose fellowship I pcizeafcove every 
earthly enjoyment beside; and to render whom happy I shall 
ever consider as my greatest earthly bliss. It is my intention, 'if 
possible to leave London and reach. Glasgow at' the time already 
meiiticmed. There Is a proposal to make some important alter- 
alloiis in the chapel during my absence, both by way of ornameat 
and enlargement 600/. will be wanted, and nmst "be raised he- 
ibre my departure. It is intended to be collected by the female 
fxienda of the congregation. This is a smile in Providence, for 
which I ought to be thankful. Last year, that is from June, 1823, 
till June^ 1823, our managers have reduced the debt of our chapel 
tioirly about 500/. and when they had balanced their books had 
inimnd 60/. Never have we had such a prosperous year, as H 
regards funds and comfort. O that I coida also add true spin- 

a2 
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-taal Baving benefit. Yoy hate moat loTitij[[lj coiuented fo ac- 
company me on my return to London, which will likely be the 
month of September. ThoB you have afforded me the higheil 
testimony of yoUnr idfecftonate regard. It is true that I have inade 
no regular intimation to my two sisters here, Chough hy letters fron 
*the nevth it has been mentioned to ^tbem. 1 am wrong in not 
plainly telling them. Many hints and allusions have dropped 
mm me to give them an opportunity of* patting the question to 
me, but they have nerer yet done it 1 am angry at myselt^ hot 
<»inBot help it. My sister Enphemia has taken the manageraeat 
^of my domestic concerns for nearly ten years : she has been as* 
fiociated with Vne in all my difficulties and encouragements, and 
^has certainly acted her part with great ability and affection. For 
'nearly hsilf a year I have been preparing her mind for nndtv- 
'taking the tuition of a number or young -ladies, for which she k 
exceedingly competent^ both by natural endowments, expenenee, 
-and eda<!ation. She could command a rery considerable number, 
'and might soon, upon the score of income, be more c^rafortable 
than myself. This, my dearest Eliza, is a matter which is nom 
engrossing my thoughts, which 1 consider inseparable from oiir 
expected connexion ; yes, that relation with my loving Eli«, 
which every returning day unceasingly engages my heart. You 
may have heard of the name of Mrs. Pine, a most respectable 
lady of my own age, truly pious, and of the most tried friendship «» 
She is highly ffiendlyto' our intended union, and has mentioned 
to us that she proposes being in Glasgow this season, when I shalB 
be in Scotland. I have resolved to tell my mind freely to hsr^ 
and' to employ her in assisting- me in carrying on my ptans 



my sisters. May God sanction my efforts, and succour mylit^ 
tempts with his bl^assing ! Then, on the one faand,i shali havtf 
discWged'a doty of gratitude to my sister, in answering the moi 
V equitable claims, and, on the other, I sfndl be -the happiest 
b^ngs in the enjoyment of my dearest Eliza, and in devoting m; 
whole life to add to my Eliza's felicity. Here my duty bxA m; 
affection have come in contact 1 trust the Grod we both lov< 
will enable me to pursue effectually that wise course, by whic 
I shall find, by the month of September, my sister happy in the 
career of honour and of usefulness, arid myself blessed in the en- 
joyment of my own Eliza. Remember me affectionately to i 
the excellent family. Take the earliest opportunity of writio 
me. May God bless my dearest Eliza! ' 

I ever remain your loving 

' ' ALEXANDElt. 
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.* m. B.— Mrs. Pirie id Miss Dick: " ' - ' 

June 18, 1823. 

My dear Friend, — ^Yoii will be surprised at receiving a letter 
from one who is, Comparatively speaking, a stranger to you. 
The cause of my writing to you is the result of a conversation I 
had yesterday with n friend of yours, my own muchfloved j^as- 
tor. i do not hesitate to say that at present be is surrounded 
Tdth much opposition to his .own. wishes, which was the cause ..pf 
kis opening bis mind to me; and fearful that a spark of itn^y 
fly north, the very delicate matter has devolved on me, of requestr 
ingyouto keep your mind uninfiuenced, fearful that any means 
may be resorted to forihat purpose. With a little firmness and 
decision, 1 hope matters will be arranged to the satisfaption 
of those who have the happiness of his valuable life at heart. 
Be assured that nothing but the d^cuky of our triend*s situation 
eonld have induced me to have^vritten to you. There has been^ 
my d^ar friend, a special Providence in all that has befallen ihe 
subject of this epistle. Jt has been my privilege to mark bis pro- 
gress for twelve years. He has been in the furnace as a minis- 
ter and as a brother; in every instance ke has come out with his 
character brighter. Jt is needless for me to speak of him as a 
minister : his- useful and laborious life speaks for itself. I have 
had every opportunity of seeing him in private life, and his .cha- 
racter has been that of the Christian mtnrster. ' Pardon the 
liberty I have taken in writing to you in the way I have done, 
iMit k is the spontaneous result of a mind'dieeply indebted to a 
faithful minister of Christ. This communication is unknown to 
Mr. Pirie: he knows nothing of the mlUter; it is between our- 
selves. In the hope that vou will receive this as it is meant, and 
anticipating the pleasure of hearing from you, acknowledging the 
receipt of this, believe me, my dear Madam, your*«, with sincerity, 

(Signed) Jean Piuie. 



No, 6. — Miss Dick to Mrs, Pirie, 

My dear Madam,— This morning I received your very friendly 
letter, for which I beg you will accept of my warmest thanks. 
The contents of yoar letter did not altogether surprise me, as I 
bad laid my account with opposition from the quarter you have 
alluded to. Indeed, ever since the commencement of our cor« 
lespomlence, I had determined that any means used from that 
Quarter should have no influence on my mind. I hope, however, 
lliat notUog of that kind will occur, but if it should, your friendly 
and salutary hintn will be of use to direct me how to act Be 
assured, my dear Madam, firom the firteodsbip which yon have 



«hown to Mr. Fleldier, and from Ae hig^h terms in whicb he has 
mentioned it to me, that if ProTidence should remove me to a 
distance from mjr nearest relations, I will consider mvself happjr 
in being placed near such a valuable friend. As I understam 
jou are to visit Scotland in the course of the summer, my mother, 
to whom I showed your letter, wishes to be kindly remembered 
to you, and desires me to say, that it will afford her much plea- 
anre to see you in Glasgow. .1 remain, 8cc. 

(Signed) Eliza Dici^. 

Glasgow, June 23, 1823. 



No. 7. — Mr. M^ Crime to Mr. Pirie, 

Castle Mona, lale of Man, June 17th, 1823< 

My dear Sir, — It is with regret and sorrow that 1 address my-, 
self to you at this time ; because, the information I am to give, 
if it be new to you^ as I presume it is, must occasion surprise and 

• grief to our female frieoqs at Homertoo. The Minister is to be 
married in July. I do i^ot think it strange that he should take 
a wife, for that is quite natural, and was to be expected ; but 
'that he shpnld have carrieil on a plan so far, without commuoi* 
eating it to bis sisters, who have done so much for, him, and de- 
serve his confidence .in every respect so well, is what 1 consider 
■ not only strange, but ill usage. 

To you^ and Mrs. P., 1 need not say how much they have done 

'for hi in — many an anxious day and night ihey have spent in 

V studying his comfort and respectability ; and, doing so, they have 
not only consumed the best part of their lives, but pot into his 

* hands their little all ; therefore 1 leave it to you to say, if, linder 
such circumstances, it is using them well, to rush into a state 
wiilch must necessarily turn them out of bis house at a very short 
^ warning. 1 know their proud independent spirit well ; and, I am 
sure, the news thus suddenly told, must well nigh break their 
hearts, it is not a little humilikting too, that the lady, many years 
ago, rejected him with scorn, and ill-treated his relations : and 
now, when she cannot do better, she comes forward with the offer 
of her hand, and he is so silly as to say, Ye9 : I write confidently, ' 
for my information is from a source communicated by the lady 
herself. I have to beg of you and Mrs. P. to see Bupliemia, and 
let matters be concerted and manasred for the best ; and tell her, 
she and her sisters may always look to me, as i«ng m I live, as^ 

•t their friend and counsellor. And, before the knot is tied, it^ 
ivouldbe for tb^ Minister granting them at least a legal document 

' for their money in his hands ; ^hich, in respect'of servtoes (iiH 

^jmaluabte, and- which he can never rep&y,) shoiAl not be diuii- 
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mhed from, its oi^igUial ainoimt^ e^en altbougjbt.they may have, 
receiFed pari to buy what they stood in need of in clothes, fie 
I have heard a great deal of late about, preparing the bouse for, 
our projected visit ; but little did we think it was for a new hoyse- 
keeper. I repeat again that no one had a right to be offended 
at the step he is about to take ; nor would offence have been takeoj 
dad it timeously been told to them, who ought not to have beeq^ 
kept ignorant of it-^them, who would almost have laid down their^ 
lives for his peace and happinesis, and who had the honour and 
prosperity of his congregation so much at heart. 

lirs. M^Crone and all our young ones are at "Dunblane; and 
I hope to be there early in July ; and if %ny sisters come there, we 
shall all live comfortably together. It was my fixed resolution to 
have visited them at Homerton this summer ; but that is now out 
of the question; — not that the connexion is disrespectable, but 
^ very reverse : but because I know they think more highly of 
themselves than all the Fletchers or M*Crones on earth ; and^ 
consequently > I consider Mr. Tletcher a lost brother to us all. 
I beg to hear from you on receipt hereof; and I hope, on this oc- 
casion, you will continue your wonted good services^ so as they jnay 
have their little matters well arranged and settled : for they miiH 
not proudly and pettishly lose sight of their own interest 

With kind regard to you all, 

I remain your faithful and humble servant, 

(Signed) James M'Cro^e. 



No. 8.— ifeTr. Pirie to Mr. M' Crone. 

London, June 24^ 1823. , 

My dear Sir, — I received your letter of the 17th ult. to which 
I should have replied in course, as requested, but I was anxious 
to have an opportunity of previously seeing the Parson and hts 
sisters on the subject of it. I have seen them ; and deeply regret 
that .even the most distant insinuation should have been tlirowii 
out by any of his, sisters against hisibrming a connexion whicft 
aU his friends should rejoice to see existing. To me it appears 
to be a most desirable one in every point of view ; andl atn con^ 
vinced it would give satisfaction to the whole of his congregation! 

It appears to me — his sisters, who have indeed expressed as 
much to Mrs. Pirie, and another female friend, have resolve^ 
the union shall never take place ; ami they are endeavounng^ bjr 
every raeai^s, to prevent it. How far they will find this, to ^ro- 
Biote their advantages, or his^, time will shew ; but sure I am, thfiii 
if he has committed himself in any degree to the young lady, ana 
in conseqiiienjce of th^ interfereoce of his sisters, or aav relations 

earth, he should draw, back —-from that monii^nt I should fea 
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Bit usefulness as a minister, and his cbameter as a man^ mralif 
be at an end : and I dedare, I shtiuld not hesitate, in that case^ 
to stand in the front rank of his opponents^ should be hare 
pledged himself so far that, as a roan of honour, he cannot draw 
pack ; that he will do so I cannot prevail upon myself to believe, 
but this will be decided soon, if the marriage take place, I etui 
firel^ agree with you that whatever property he has beloiighig ta 
his iamily ought to be legally securcKi to them ; and, if 1 am con* 
salted in the matter, shall most assuredly advise this .being done. 
It is however a question of figures, about which no difficulties: 
need be made; 

1 am very sorry that the circumstances in question will pre- 
v^t us having the pleasure of seeing you in London ; but must 
confess that much as I should like to see you and Mrs. Bl^Crone 
bere, I would rather forego the pleasure ibr a time, if I could in 
Uie meanwhile, see the minister settled with a virtuous and 
toiiable wife at Homerton. Excuse me for employing an 
amanuensis, when I. say you would have little chance of being 
able to read my own writing. ' 

I beg to be tery kindly remembered to Mrs. M'Crone 5 and 
in this^my wife desires cordially to unite. 
I am, with regard. Dear Sir, 

Yours troiy, (Signed) John P. 



No. 9. — Mr. Fletcher to Miss Dick, 

Eliza, — I purposely change my manner of address in this let* 
ter, not because there is any alteration in my views and opinions 
of you, for there is none'; but because the melancholy history 
which this epistle cbntains may be submitted to the inspection oT 
those who ai^ most deeply interested in your welfare and happi* 
iness : a phraseology only to be scfen by yOur own eye may fa* 
(commenoable, which would appear disgusting in the eye of 
bthers. In gcneridl, since llast wrote you, I have endured a 
storm of affliction, and am still enduring it; whii^h cannot foe de- 
scribed ; and unless Providence alfay the tempest, 1 cannot teH 
what will be ibe consequences. Could I • possibly conceal it from 
you, to save you the pain of the communication, I wotild do it, 
but candour, necessity, duty, and even a rejard to your liltimatc 
babpiness,^ compel me to give 3 ou a detail of cfrcumstancev, 
which' have all happened since you received my last. Last tSa- 
^turdky week, my unfortunate brother Robert made an attack 
upon filjr residence, of sucb a violent nature, that the reramii- 
brance of it overwhelms me with anfUish. For two yeara alid 
Inore bis iniquities^ and crimes, aila otitrages, faa^'e ynungtaj 
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&eart with angutsb. Often he hm attacked tny dwelling, atfrt 
threatened mvself and sitters -with deatfi. Under the innuence 
of inebriety, he has poured from his lips torrents — must I add; 
of imprecations and blasphemy, the recollection of which stitt 
strikes me with horror; he ereu attacked the chapel on the Lord V 
Day, insulted the people, and, at one time, dunng senrice stood 
before me in one of the aisles in a threatening attitude; when I 
thought I should hare expired. With the advice of friends, I 
was prevailed upon to summon him before a magistrate. Nev^r^ 
never shall I forget the sufferings of that day. O that I could 
obliterate it from my recollection. He was bound over to keep 
the peace for a certain time : during that period we had no an- 
noyance. Immediately on its expiration ne began afresh, and 
with redoublM violence and malignity, all his cruel assaults 
upon my dwelling and chapel. I sent another officer of the la^ 
to him, the measure had the effect for a season. I heard of hk 
reformation^ — my mind began to be tranquillized. Some ibonths 
passed joyiiilly along. Then 1 began to think my prayers for 
In'm were answered. This was the state of matters when our 
ecMTespondence was renewed. But, alas! on last Saturday week, 
he came like a roaring Hon from Tophet. His raving and exe* 
crations were heard nearly a quarter of a mile off ;< crowds of 
people were assembled near the gates ; the neighbourhood waa 
alarmed ; and he did not leave the 'dwelling till be M'as wearied 
out with the excesses of his outrages. On the following Sabbath 
he came to disturb me at the chapel, but was providentially pre- 
vented from accomplishing his purpose. If I send him to prison, 
as the magistrates told me, he must mingle with the worst of h»- 
man beings, who will add to his depravity — who will fan the 
flame of his malignant passions, and who may prepare him for 
the commission of some desperate felonious act, that would lead 
(o a disgraceful death. God knows ! that, for years, I have been 
living in the dread of being murdered by him, and in the very 

Ealpit bave been aiarmed with the fear of being destroyed by 
ftn. When our correspondence was renewed, many testimoniev 
rame to me that he was a penitent. 1 believed them ; the sky 
was clear and peaceful. Thus was filled up the few happiest 
months I ever spes^ in the metropolis. I have thoughts of put- 
ting him in a mad-house. More than half a year aeo I had men 
employed to watch htm, and to convey him to a place Ibr luna-* 
tics: They foiled. I rejoiced they did ; for if they had suc- 
ceeded, in a few days «r weeks he would have resumed comptetjd 
use of bis po>vers. He would in this case have been .set at 
liberty. He would (hen have either raised an jEtction against me, 
to have fallen upon and destroyed me. This is the affectinl^ 
situation in which I am placed, with respect to my poor miserable, 
fthfuidoned brother. This awful and heartHrending event, com- 
pletelp unfits mey fir 4he pr0$ent^qf carrying on qut offm^fW!^ 
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4B»ce : and tiUike thf imgHam smd. th^ ^iorm ceasu^ it tf.4f 
pupossiblefoi' me to wjnte^ to you m my pregeni agitated state qf 
9vffering,€is^ it is to fly in the s^iy. Oolj a sense of impefioiit, 
duty baa e^^tracted this tragical, but true and iaithi'ul cofflmoDi- 
<^on from yomr afflicted — 
i LondoQ, J4iae 23;„ 1823. Alszamabb* 



.No, W.^^Substance a/Reply^ — Miss Dick to Mr, Fletcher, . 

I told him that I received his letter with my usual pleasure,, 
but I was much surprised on opening it at his change in the mode 
of addressing me, but that the explanation had relieved my ipind 
in some measure^ and the declarations that there was no change 
in his views and opinions of m6. That my parents and all the 
fiunily sympathised very much with him in the melancholy ac* 
count which he had given of his brother's conduct ; butr having 
heard repeatedly of ^s outrages, we were not so mnch surprised 
as he might suppose ; that it must be very painful to him to sea 
his brother, and one who had been his companion, so much left 
to himself* But that he might believe that it had no effect npoB 
my mind, nor for a moment made me change from my fixed pur^ 
pose of fulfilling my, engagements to l^m, and the vexation he 
was receiving from his brother only strengthened my jresolutioo 
<){ becoming the conqpanion of his sorrows. I a)so told him thayt, 
when i came to tl^ conclusion of his letter^ where he says Aat 
the conduct of his broUier totally unfitted hini for carrying qu the 
correspondence, I could not understand what he meant, and could 
not for a moment sup|>pse that, on that account, he intended to 
put a stop to a correspondence with one whom he had told '^ that 
no change had taken place in his views aqd opinions.'* This hadj 
in some measure, supported my mind ; and wh^ hQ had said in 
the cto&e of his letter I bad either mistaken the meaning of, on 
believed it was writte/i under the infiuepce of strong feelings; {qi; 
I could not for a moment allow myself to think that, on aecounl 
i^tbe assaults of a brother, he would give up a correspondence 
with one who was .willing to leave her family for hun» and who 
never changed |n her affection ;-^that if, by what he said, be 
meant to delay the marriage, I could not see what purpose it 
could ^rve to do so, as it would not prevent his. brother from.be^ 
having as he had already done ; that it was known and expected 
by my relations ; the report was quite public in,Gcla;^ew \ that 1 
did not .make it known myself^ but I had^ of Jate, oftea been 
questioned as to the truth oli it ; and, as I cqnsidered it a fixed 
ex^ya^emmi, I had not denied it ; that jx^ mpther had begun tp 
D^!k9.|^c§F^atiftjQ3 foi^ th,e ^purnosef. thal.l l^eked forward to bia 
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Best letter with great amoety^ wtA 1iai^4i ifmM aMmfwlU mf 
faarst; aadl bMedtvrafeivettRiyiBwer by retiira^p^ mit 
my paveoU ana tfae irrible fiEmiiij uaked msjinpaltiMuig with 
him, on account of his brother; bat tbejtUHiU not^see in any 
way how it coidd put a stop to theeorrespQiide«ee«rlhe intended 
anion ; that my father expected hint to preai^ for hin.as he bad 
TOTomised, and we were all happy ia looking forwafd to hia Yaalt 
Xhia is, as £ur as i can remember^ the sahstance of my amwer 
to Mr. Fletcher's letter of Oie 28d i^' June. It was sent by we^ 
tarn of posL 

(Signed) EuMtlliew. 



No. 1 h—Mr. M'Crme to Mr. Pirie. 

Castle Mona, June, 29, 1823. 

My dear Sir, — ^I have to thank you for' your letter of the 2^ 
tost. As to the matter of the minister's intended marriage, i can- 
not form any opinion, for I have not received a sjHable from 
him on the subject ; nor, till this moment have I had any cor- 
respondence with any of fais sisters regarding^ it, excepting with 
my own wife ; and I hope there is nothing of treason in mak]i]«f 
it the free sahjectof di9CB8sion:-^and it is quite possible we miaj 
have very good reasons for disapproving of che connoKion, thoi^tt 
these reasons may remain with oinrselves. If it be true, as brae 
reports, (bat fame oftitmes is a lying trumpet,) that the lady made 
the advance^ so that the minister has been drawn into cbrre-- 
spondence without previous reflection, or even prudent fore- 
thought, the drawing back, if it were to be so, Would in that case, 
admit of explanation ; but if, on the other hand, he voluntarily 
made the proposal, and has brought matters to a certain length, 
then my opinion decidedly is, that it would, humanly spettkiqg. 
Be **^ drawing bade to perdition." • But being as ignorant as St. 
Panl's steeple of the pros and con*, and, as already said, carf 
form ho opinion on the subject, will most assuredly give lio ad- 
vice. ' 

My reason fof writing to you had for its object, the sole piiiw 
pose of softeiting yon to interfere with your good* oflSces to get 
my sisfers' pecuniary affhirs so tirranged, as that they might tSuf 
away what they brought, with the interest it would have gained 
if it had been phiced in other hands ; for f cotisidered, and stiB 
db consider, that their meat send cldthing merely has been com-: 
pen^ted, and much more than compensated, by thelen yeari 
aoxiotts care and iaboor for this same mttli^ter. And tfthey wilf^ 
itt this very thing, ibllov^ my advice, which I shHll give lor the 
ftM time, by thir post/ they wiH try to effect this, and nistaiflly 
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^ to Soodandy wfeepe Aey^ftv^a faome-oCtbeir own^ and wbeye 
*tbey Witi iiMl: a- weteome reeaption anoiig maiiy (riends; and 
riiiker^ tootliey wiiifindme, their gimrdiafa aad^pcot^c^ff, pi^ 
to rank mjseii among tkem. - 

' The luWiisfiBr basy in veof hamUe opinwn, rto say the least Qi% 
treated btt^'smters with great want of coiiiidence, and from all 
yoti kncnf; yoir <^nnet iail to. be of that opioion al«o ;. and^ 09 
*d0!afot;'th6y fitiH bear 4n mind; that this same, lady^ as the stoij 
^oes, onee- refused their brother with miich hauteur, and spoke 
evH of all his relations, because he had the monstrous .{Nresump^ 
tion taaspife so high. 

I beg to be kindly reniemb^*ed to MrSrP. and your brothers; 
and when itis safe to come to London, without the risk of being 
drawn into the serape of meddling or interfering in this matter^ 
a predicament I shall most studiously avoid — I assure myself of 
tery great {Measure in aocompiisfajiiig my wish ; .meanwhile^ 

I remain, 

<• * ' ^ Yours most sincerely, 

(Signed) Jambs M'CaoNS. 



No. 12. — Mr. Fletcher to Miss Dick. 

Eliza ~I employ, in the beginning of this letter, phraseology 
similar to my last, as it may be read by tllose who take a deep 
interest in your welfare : your own good sense will see the pro- 
priety of this. Befor.* and since I sent you the last melancholy 
communication, I find the truth of these lines : — 

*' As spaiics in close succession risej^ 
So man, the child of woe. 
Is doomed to endless cares and toils 
'Hffotigh all his life below." 

The airersion of my sisters to the intended relation waa what I 

S^ver dreamed of^ pMticularly after a lapse of ten years. Were 
is aversion confined to one or two, it might be endured ; but 
when I find it has expended to nearly the whole, I am inexpres- 
sibly distressed. Could I persuade myself to be willing to be 
separated from them for life« and that you and I could be happy 
together with such a separation before our eyes— could my re- 
gacd to yiMi destroy my iirat^raal affection to them, or could I 
bring myself the length of disregarding both their friendship and 
Uieir feelings, I would at once, even now, enter into the con- 
flexion ; but I cannot. Mrs. Pirie lias done infinite injury to my 
sisters here. In the overwhelming ardour of her mind, instead 
of attempting to reconcile them to the object of our widiesi she 
has wounded and afflicted them to a d^ree almost incrcxlible. 
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» ■ ■ 
In additkm, Hr. Pirie has written to nly bf0tiiier-ia*law, Mr. 
M^Grofie, in a fbfra Whieb faft» incieased, m»i iioti,]fttene(]^ Ibf 
«fii. If you have any dewe that tha^ event .tfawM ei^er tnhf^ 
place, beseedi Mr». Firie^o abandonvher uUeffexeiice: fi)»e>liaa 
eren laid the matter before my managera, aodbatf^ivep (fozgive 
Aie) a disgu^iog pufolieity to that which ahoidd have beea beld 
secret in the tnost sacred eaneealaieiit. Even- Misa* Help's 
letter efae has handed about from one maoagevto-^iioiber^ Pro^^ 
tidence is frowning^ on all she has done, while I 'all&w/that 
in part she has acted from good intentions. ^Situated as. J^ 
am at present, I cannot Tisit Scotland this season* You 9m 
pnt in possession of a knowledge of cirouimtaiicas which X 
would willingly hare kept from you, if duty bad not oofupelled 
ne to reveal them. If I had concealed them, and brought 
Tou to London in the emergencies of my situation, yo«i would 
nave justly reproached me. for the most uiHi^aFrantable cruelty^ 
1 have giren you my sentiments, dictated as much jby> affec- 
tion as by prudence and necessity. Be so kind as to write to 
me, by return of post, your exact sentiments and opinion upon 
the case, and express them as freely and candidly as I hare ex- 
pressed mine. I cease not to commend you to the care of Him 
who careth for you, and is able (O that be were willing) to com^ 
mand the dark and troubled clouds of our tempestuous sky to be 
dispelled. 

I remain voih^, &c. &c. 
(Si^ied) . . AL£X4rNj>£a. FL£;r€HER. 

. London^July 3, 1623. . ; . / . 



No. 1 3.— JDr. Dick to Mr. Fletcher. 

Glasgow, July 7, 1823. 

Dear Sir, — ^When your first letter arrived, we sympathized 
with you on accouYit of your brother, but could riot' avoid feeling 
some surprise, that, afler having written to^Eltaa iif so alarming 
and discouragitig a manner^ another letter should not bate 
speedily followed, in a diffi&rent straiii; but n6w it seems there 
IS a different obstacle arising from'the same quarter, which ter- 
minated your former engagement. I am unable to conceive that 
your sisters can have any objecti«i^ to *yonr marriage with .my 
daughter, which they would not have* against yotirmartiii^e wiih 
any other young lady, who was in efvery respect your- equal 'and 
theirs ; bi^t; as I know'nothing abbut them, T shall' ilotat^res^t 
attempt to discover their motives. In affairs of*this kind, the wHl 
of parents has been frequently * regarded, irat- sisters have -tio 
right to interpose their negative; and tio ^lan of tommr a&yj^ 
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^pint^ipcNM^CMnwer uiNi* fnp^&nmn '$m n siifiv&rant'TGBsoTi-nir 
lipeaknk^ off fl5 itokMu mn engsgCMi^iil: WiMil h«m they to" d» 
m¥k ike fvUfBtm Mpfmi^B of M^ life ! And isthieil' pleasure Id^ 
he eotmMed at fke expeme ef ^Malihg lh(e most iaered 6liligs«« 
Iiom! If jcmf MBler* expeH ibattbeff oppositioii will a seettod 
tine ^Bdvce iSlita to gWe op hef elukiw en yon, (tiey wiU find 
theniflelTM tamlalReii. Your etfrveMpdn^eAee wHh her is lidt-tf 
aee^t s piepMrattona have' been made l'or<he nftmrna^, a»d enf 
friendfi expect it td take place at the time fixed ^bj jonrselft f 
am aniieriaed by Eiioa to say tbat she insists Ifaat ^ oa shall folil 

n •engagement it ivoold sarpme no person tbat sbe shdaM 
I, nHio reflected bow averse any young woman would be to 
be twice disappointed in the most important afiiur of her life, and 
twice held np tb the pity and' scorn of the public. Yon avs 
d^ied to oetfenn your promise, by yonr honour as a man, md 
hj jmxr «iaraoler as a minister ii religion. What would yea 
^lik of a man who had t«vice abanddned the woman whose 
ttlfSsction he bad solicited and gained, because Iris asters did «i 
appM^of tbeednncfxicii, ivhik tbey could say nottiing against 
her character t If yea are at a loss, put the onestios, I weald 
wt say to a Christian i'liend, but to a man or the weiid« H 
wmiid be easy to give his answer,- but I shall leave it to yonr 
aww meditations. 

Your declining to come to Scotland will serve to make the 
matter more pubfic, and^ as ydu specify no other time, gives 
gitamd for snspeeting that you will ultimately draw back. Hi- 
dierto I have not interfered in the business, but now I am called 
to come forward, and to tell you plainly, that I will not allow the 
honour of my daughter and my family to be trifled with againii 
With your sisters 1 have nothing to do : but I have to do wiffi 
your solemn engagement^ and 1 insist that it shall be fulfilled* 
xou will yourself be convioted, 1 trust, that 'every thing ho* 
noarable and sacred requires you to do so. If I am disappointed 
in.diis expectation^ Uie afiair \vill not end as it did formerly, for 
I aaa determined to take every measure to vindicate the honour 
of my daughter, and to expose to the public a train of conduct 
of which there will be few examples upon recond. I expect to 
bear from yoa in course ; and if you wish to act wisely and 
hoBOurablyy it wH} not be till 1 shall see you. 

I am, Sir, yours, truly, 

. (Signed) J. Dick. 

On looking over yonr letter again, I observe that you say that, 
in the pieeent state of your feelings, you cannot enter into thcj 
couiexion. Your feehngs seem to incline fat too much to one 
aide. Has my daughter no feelings ? Are you under no obliga- 
Hm to reapeet them ! And have you said one word in your two 
letters to relieve ^er ! Is she to be harassed and your sistare 
t» he aootbed aad gn^ficd! I am almost tempted to exolaim^ is 



UMb tttan MiM^e ill ld8<|ifofes«a«iii^#f loi^^ ewi flii|ifc4iiei^^ 
«iromft& of bift choice^ 1 MiUm ^ii to ct^iMder, w^ wfaaty^ 
«ie,doiiig,. md to be al^ave oC beiii^ afaiA»«BfliieiU!«dl ^ »bufil% 
and tben jretmct, as Ae coRfiequenoes wUl be.mu^ 'more iS«ri«i}» 
ibmx yea fle«m lo. appr^faeiid. Yon eom|>kiQ pi'tbe. e^nduet of 
fiae or two individoals who arq }touri«al friends, andsoemolo 
know .^hat bonour ^maods Irom you^ Loacn IfomUiieio wboi 
*i^ be. tbe judgment of ?the puUiei if ^a sboidd .ever atooil 
%efoieits.tribunaL ^ ..■....■..'■ 't 



JVo, l^.-'-nJfr. Fletcher to Miss Dick,, , , * 

•^ •• / ^ •■•• - 

Miss E. Dick.-rWitb sui^prise 1 reoeived your father s letter^ 
and with aatoni^mont and, diMress I read jt. That be should 
bave stept forward in this stage of the business, in an altitude 
80 formidable, repulsive, and threatening, confounds me. If 
you bad been brought to the altrir itself and then abandoned^ 
greater severity of expression oould not ba<^e been employed* 
The language of Providence to me in that letter is, ' pause.] 
Tbongh it is written in tb^ style of authoritative command, and of 
eminous aiid prophetic W£uming» yet the language of Phovi- 
OENCE to me in tbat letter is, ' paiise.*' Did you see the lettef 
before it was sent ! Did your father see ray last letter ? I feat 
a negative answer must be given to both these questions, i sent 
yon a discreet letter. Why did you not answer it yourself? My 
two last letters were dictated by events of PRovroENCK, wbiob 
have surrounded me on all sides^ and which, like the billows of 
the raging sea, are beyond my control. They were not strata* 
gems, but they have been treated as such. They were not the 
contrivances of unhallowed invention, but they have been treaied 
as such. They required sympathy,, but they have excited 
nothing but the rankling agitation of haughty indignation. Is it 
possible that your father has read my two last letters, and written 
me as he has done ? Or, if he has not read tbem, how could he 
have written me as he has done ! In these two letters I ani con«^ 
sdous that I have done nothing inconsistent with that principle of 
honour on which your father lays such stress. He thinks otber^^ 
wise; and has threatened me that he vnll push matters to the 
niost violent extremities. This is a development to me which 
I dare not express. Had I deserved it/ little logic would have 
shown me the danger and rashness of such threatenings ; but 
conscious I hav^ not merited it, the business is hurried into a 
Ubytinth of tentbld perplexity. la the present heart-r.endiii|p 
Itate of niy unfostunate brother, I am not only authorised, bul 
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compelled to panse ; and widi respect to the friendship of the 
most ?aktaUe ol' mjr earthly relatiresi it ought not cert«nfy-fo 
be rashlj and Gontemptuoasly ahandoned. « Mj plana for seoiir<« 
tng thia friendship, in connexion with other* objects mentioned 
in former letters, 4iare been frastrated; first> by most eartiaor* 
dinary interference in the south, and, at the present^ destroyed 
by the most unlooked-for threateaings firom tne north. I leare 
yourself to judge of th^ reasons ^by I decUne answering jnoor 
lather's communication. They are sufficiently evident from the 
preceding part of this letter. Candour obliges me to aeknow'^ 
ledge, what I would otherwise most willingly conceal, that the 
IcLSt epistolary intelligence from Glasgow has produced a change 
*-^ total revolution in my views^ which solely dates its origin 
to that cause. In this I have been passive, like the lamb in the 
grasp of the lion ; and how the evil which isdone is to be undone 
must belong to the invention of a wiser head than mine. 

I remain, yours, &c. 

(Signed) • A. FLsrcnfiR^: 



i<» 



15. — Miss Dick to Mr. Fletcher. 

. » ■ - • • 

Glasgow, 18th July^ 1823. . 

When I received your last fetter, I was thrown into ^uchi^ 
state of distress, that I could not answer it, and therefore em- 
ployed my father to do so for me. He told ypu my sentiment 
on the subject : that the opposition of your sisters Vould i^ot. 
induce 'me to •give up my engagement to you. JSTou will remember 
that, in your third letter to me, you solemnly engaged yourself to 
me, and told me to consider you as my own property. Since 
that time I have never thought of you in any other way. To my 
father's letter i expected an immediate-answer, but as no acknow« 
lodgment has yet arrived, 1 write at present to beg an answer to 
this by return of post. The aversion of your sisters to me, oijgbt 
to have been considered at the commencement of our corre- 
spofideiice^ but can have no effect now. Your, honour; your, 
chcuraeter, and your solemo engagement, forbid you to yield, to 
their opposition. 1 cannot tell you how much 1 am hurt. ..Xour 
con^ience must accuse you of injustice to one, who must feel fa^, 
more deeply than any sister, and who has never changed in. 
her affection to you. Your two last letters are co]d and un- 
feellhg, and you have not said one, sympathising. word for^all ypp, 
are causing me to suffer. I can hardly believe that he who wrojt(| 
me these two letters is the same person yyhp wrote me with^. 
so much affection not many days before. You may conceiv^ 
whtttray feelings are, when j[ tell you this letter is written on the 
day .that I looked forward to. with so much pleasure, when I 
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eKMet«d to see yon n Gkago^. Often was your arn^al the 
sttDJect of our coninerBation, ani we al^ anticfpkted muefiMp- 
pinfess in the prospect of hlivitig 3rou among u^. 'I cannot teQ 
you what I Imre suffered for thefie three \vecl.s past I hopd 
you wiil answer this by return of post, as the suspense I am 
under is dreieidfttl. I cannot allow myself to think thai yon have 
received my two last letters and niy fither^, otherwise yott 
would certainly havB returned an answer before tbie time. ', Tell 
me distinctly, in your answer to thi^, what your ilntentibns are»-^ 
I am/fcc. 



No. 16.— Mr. A.' Dick to Mr; Fletcher. 

Londoii, Sunday Mornlaf, Au^st. 3d. 

Dear Shr, — ^I arrived here late last night, and nave come up 
at the desire of my father and sister, to have a personal inter- 
view with you, on thesulgect of your correspondence.' You 
must be aware that something decisive must be done. I^haye 
written to you to-night, as 1 understand you reside during the 
week at some distance irom town. As I have only a few days to 
remain, and, as we must come to some definite understanding 
befoi^ I depitft, 1 hope you wfll appoint some early hour to- 
morrow, and you can name any place of interview yon please. 
i «haH expect aft immediate answer, fixing the hour and place oi* 
meeting, which you can send to my lodgings^ ; / ' I aih^ &c. ' 

' (Signed) Ai^jtANDER DfCK. :. 



jVb. 17.— ^3fr. Fletcher to Mr. A.Dick* 

Dear Si^, — My long and true attachment to your sister T need 
not state. The former blighting of my hopH was lonpng the 
most painful circumstances of my life. Time did not obhten^ie 
the iin^ressions she had made r and when I thought of wedded 
happiness, I could only address the object of my early and 
constant leve. If die expected my visit to Glasgow with emo- 
tion, how much more vivid were the hopes 1 fek!^ — llmt 
honourable love, disclaiming sdish happiness, taotfht me that 
candour must be mantfesled, even though that candour ^Muld 
produce affliction to mysel£ Could I then withhold from Eliza 
a sMement of the wretchedness with which the relapse of my 
unhappy brother, to guilt and vidence, then haunted my pulpit 
and my home ? Or, would it have been eandid not to intimate 
tiiie aversion which my relaltves evinced to a union, from whidi 
I hoped for comfort and delight? Should net syrapaiOiy have 

b 
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jMi^n^ mj eommuntcafioiity A^d shoold sorpriicf or ^ 
^;^f<Rji|ttie jiave ^en excited, . (hat I did not desire tcT rush, fv 
rnqge^ woei\. UQexpectedly; I found that nij i^rifb wf ijH oot Ke 
^J' greeted by those, wbo^ ,next to her, were deaiea^ ip mf 
t! o r; y hen sh^ intist have come to tbe midst of anguish fV 
VIS f Well loight I then^ however unwUCnghr^ sugeest delayif 
po^ stra^ge^ miist have been mj character it* I ooula hope fiigc 
i-^* looking oia^ the tears of m^ sisters : or when my. ppor 
Ibrother was to be confined as efther guHtjr or inside! JSliit 
affection made me hope that these evils might be remoTed, ssA 
that though! did not this season visit Glasgow, yet that I roigfat 
hereafter come a happy aiid so a more* welcome guest These 
sentiments dictated these letters,- to>whioh I 4rece»ve4, not from 
your sister, biit from your father^ a strange reply. Of him I wish 
to a|](eak with veneratioi^ as of all the family with merited 
|i%»{iect; hoi ^hy should I cono^I what I hcfve alfie%^«ex- 
pimed, that the neglect of your sister, and the letter qf. j^ 
wber, exoit§d ifi me anguish and alara,< and weQ m^^ qpk^ 
me piiuse. — ^To b^ reprimaadedf threatened, tiaducedr-f-to te 
addresned in language which no^ipg coaU require or jwitifj^ 
M»as a sad pp^aise as to roy future destiny, and prodttooid hmiJi^ 
^ion OB to a connexion with a family whe thought that I eksserved 
to be se treated, «r would so traat me undeserv^ New and 
fiainful motives for d«lay were tbos-created.-i^What man, capably 
^ delicate attaehment, eould endure to be foteed by ofaf^vae^ 
and b Y tbreatenings. te s uiiiou, made waloone oal j by tenderaetf 
ai\d QQpipel P^or has this hesitation been diminished by the 
treatment I have since received. Publicity has been given to 
the affair— the kind and liberal friends who manage the affairs 
of our chapel have been strangely addressed ; attempts^ which 
honour must condemn, have bei»i nmdeio^pvejudiiee against me 
those whom 1 justly honour, and to whom 1 owe so madi. iaw- 
jMiita :bavB been menaced, mj ^sondM tes' b^a wTMia^^my 
iategiity has. been assailed, and effoHs (laye been m|Kie>». ii^m 
M^i^ efaatacter, dearer to me than life, on whic^ my paa^^apd 
ufi^ttkiess depend ; and, even since yon Vfived ia lM4pitK ^^ 
kmessage^ as I hoped paclics 1 haye^hear^ th%t 'soipm pf^M 
letters to your tv^r have, heenf shown ^ s^i althe^^^ t «wi4 
ioJb^arof sueh.eonduot with mibelie^ Jt could notr b«t besM: ^ 
Mith mrnm anddiseuat. Under <Buch chcaii|9taa^es,.:Wouil4>ii 
not, despise me if I could retract my wishie» % ^d^' 
.Whether explmmtion ofjkiture conduct Ms^ct: restore my ardour 
foff die m^ob, for which 1 sighed, I presuffte nn^t to decide ; 4 
f^vesenly the obfectiont of my family are ui^atedt aiiid( wUhgm 
^haart, bill withottt, surprise^ I coniesa they t^re incr#ai^ 
Tie slkMlfon.oE my br^er is meica disto^siag^waieerj .^ 
hla vMHum tmai«»c0eiM foeliaf. |waa obUged to>^efn(iaei|iii9 
for some days to a private mad-^ouse, and, since his libei^UOD^ 
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Us outrftges are renewed. It is a calamity mare disastrous than 
Us deatl^t.^^b]^r.ali^ ^fewit th^ttht f^ipsaprii^ from mj 
smnif That these evils have occurred^ 1 must deeply d^pfere* 
lk, b^ Ote ipre^ipitfttioR of your fonily, and tM fiuemSrm*9»j 
faave adopted, Ihey inflict wounds on your slsler^ whieh' I^ had 
-nerer thought that die shoutd sufbr, that nief Will: b^ ittcKBasailv 
and I shoull die^ililly knake any repamtion that belidwr codU 
allow, br faoboulr can require. After this cfon)nniinicatimr/^f«iL 
will, probably^ foi^ve me if I decline an inteririew, and tmhiB 
iirae and circumsta^Ges te regulate our future tntepcomni^; 'But 
if they will not listen to prudence and entreaty, I must await 
Vrbfltteter measures iheir resentment must inflict, and only wouM 
assure you, that, influenced by honourable and Christian fee^ 
ings, I am prepared to submit my conduct to any two Ministers 
in Scotland or England, whom we can select f and if.Uiey can 
discover in that conduct any portion of blame, J shall desire 
lo^'makethe utmost reparation they Can direct; and, refquesting 
-Ibat any reply with which you tavour me'may be alddresssSd to 
lae^Loughton, E^sex,^ .^ ., ,. ./ 

1 remain, dear Sir, yours iie8i[)eetfuny; 
: i Alexander FLETcafBli. 

- Ji.«ndbB,Aui5,.18, IM3. , -»• 

. /XoA.Dick,E6q. ..- . 

.. , .. . , , . . 
'♦ ■ .... 

• . ^ 

■■■'''■■' ' ■ •■' ■'■■^ *- . 1 '•. I .J .1. I r M ...... . , . 

V^, l^'-'^'Mt. A.^^Diok to Mr* Flelehen 

> », . . . • 

. iioiidoni 9tb Atipasf, )e^3. 

Sifr-^Afierwiiitiiig for six 4<^js, I have fit length received 

jatr letter >of yesterday's dat^^ m answer to mine.VhichI sen^ 

yoti on Sjmdayi Y(9it were ;pite aj^are, tl^fit |be Gfiy %nswer 

which could be considered satisfactory was, a c<MBmuhtcation of 

your resolution to fulfil yoar solemn eng^ements to my sister, at 

Ae period fixed by ycurself. Yoiir feuer, however, cont^s 

only a repetitioa of ^royr former es^pusej^^ expressed in termsr efen 

' morestueiously ei'asive tban before. From ils contents, and the 

• nature, of your previous correspondence^ I see that it is Hot your 

' intention to act honourably to my sister, and I, th&refbne^ con- 

' sider myself and my friends at full liberty to ta1(e mea(4ure»to 

vindicate her rights. I do not see any thing in your letter en« 

- tilled to iarth^ notice. I leave Xondon on Iriday yitlfd T am, iu:. 

' (Signed) ALsxAinka I>ic^. 

» - **•■,,.'• 

■ - . . ' ' ••."*»,'/• 

»> ■ ". ■ f ' . • ■ 

t '• , ■ -'^ y .» i 



i 



6 2 



.-^\ • 



20 AFPfiNl>IX. 



T!h.W.^Mr.F2et»hertoMi8sBkk. 

The Rev. A. Fktoher. informs Mist E. Dick Aaft^^n Wed- 
iiMdaylait, the dUlhiihe Seeretary 61' the oosgregatien, aA iali^ 
mate tneod^f . Mr. Pirie, in- answer tp questions put to him bjr 
Mr. fletdier, pctt Mr. Fletcher to ondOTstiind tfaatacorrei* 

Bmdenceliad i^en gOiDg; forward betwixt some part of Hiss 
ick's family and Mr. Pirie ; that a, letter should be sent in a day 
or two from Glai^ow to Mr.Flelcher,*requiring him to say ye; 
or no to a certain qaestion, and that if Mr. Fletcher's' answer 
should not be satisfactory, he should be taken both before the 
Civil and Ecclesiastical Courts. Mr. Fletcher leaves candour 
to tell the tendency imd design of such cQi^mmiicatiims. 
Epping Forest, August 1, 1828. 



No. 20.— itfr. Fletcher to Miss DicL 

ix>Ddoii, Nov. 18, 1823. 

The Rev. A. Fletcher presents his respects to Miss Eliza Dick, 
and informs her, that he has instructed bis solicitor to request of 
Miss Dick's solicitor that the matter should be submitted to arbi- 
tratioD. As Mr. F. has reason to ararefaend that the {mposal 
may not be communicated to Miss D., Mr. F. considmit his 
duty to make it known. Mr. F. has learned that the present pro- 
ceedings are at varianee with Miss D.'s wishes. An opportnmty 
is now furnished to Miss D. to testify that these reports are not 
without foundation. Qnery, Did Miss D. see tiie letter Mr. F. 
addressed to her brother, in August ? An answer is expeeted by 
return of post, addressed to Albion Chapel, Moorgate. 



No. 21,— i»fr. Fletcher to JQ^Dick. 

Rev. Sir, — Information has been given me by different indivi-^ 
duals, whose authority may be depended upon, that, in the prc^ 
sent action, you only seek the " vindication of your daughter's cha-^ 
racter." — Wk&ther the action goes forward or not, it is incumbent 
oume, hyxS^ highest sanctions, to mal^' an achnowledgment^ 
which I tru'ft^'ou will think proper f<> communicate to Miss D. ^ 
namely, *' that I sincerely and deeply regret the uneasiness, suf-^ 
fering, and anguish which 1 have occasioned her, and that ther^" 
are mani/ things in my proceedings blameable, in reference tc^ 
God and herself." Did you consider this declaration to bcr 
prompted or extorted by necessity, it couM deserve nothing ba( 
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contempt. It is made fi»m a senae of d«ty, and it is tbe fruit of 
genuine siQcerity. Jt is^ ceiiatinltf general ; bttt wbile a legal 
aokioa is penitingover my head, I am preTeoted from entering 
more into detaii; it' is -made at the eie?eotfi lroiiry--^late, but 
not too late. Your own, your daughter's* and your4«mi!y's ao- 
cepianee of it will reflect the^bi^est honour upon your cha- 
racter, and prove a striking and encouraging illustration of thltt- 
divine 'precept, Luke xvii. 3, 4. '* Take need to yourselves, 
if thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him, and it be repent, 
forgive hini.'' 

I remain your's, respectfully, 

(Signed) Alexander Flet€her4' 

Loughton, Essex, Nov. S^, 1823. , 

Rev. J. Dick, D.D. 
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DOemiENTS PRODUGID FOR THB OBFtiNGB. 
iliK lvi--ll^. fFfH. FMehef to Bnv. Alex. j^fcMM". ' 

My dear Son>— Be not Iroiuled orermiicb mUk »U pfMe frifp 
frSendB or foes, biit endure liard^ip like a good «oUi^r cl Jeran 
Christ. Yow mother luid father, and all your rel#ikioQs bmmi 
are of opinion that you should have no iinore corfespondeaeq.yriili 
Miss D. Her ptoposing to delay the mainage tor three years 
is a manifesi token that her love to you is very cold. '* A con- 
tentious wife is a continual dropjping/'.an4 a hell upon oaitii! 
"Forgive incivilities from her,dr mm heir parents,'* " tfi^ 
fomve not men their trespasses, neither will yonr Falherinxois 
in heaven forgive yon yonr trespasses." I am^ 

Your afiectiopate Father, 

WiXLUJf Flstcb«b. 



No. 2. — Miss Jean Fletcher to Miss Enpktmia Fletchex*^ . . 

My dear Sister^— I am disteessed for the sitnation of tmr bmltf* 
If I conld do any thing to mitigate its present sutfeiings, and tcp 
present future calaMnties, my Mfe would be devoted to its sarvta^* 

The letter you allude to, was dictated under very nncomflio» 
circumstances ; Ithink it would be doing myself injustice to fwh^ 
lish it to the workL You know that when I went to London vK^ 
1812, Alexandei was to have been married as soon as he oeolff' 
get a house famished for the l^diffs 'i^teeption. My first wjiH^ 
after my arrival, was to assist him in seeking out a hense. Yf^ 
looked at several inihe nagirtK^urfaood of H<nitfton aadfiMikiiey.^^ 
hut had not decided upon any. Alesmder was, of oonne, -c^y^-^ 
respondii^ wilh Miss ]>., bol in-lhat I wias not co»sulted,'Bor SMr 
I interfere. 

The maminff on wfaii^h I wrote that letter^ Alexander wsur \im- 
very bad healm ; he had been preftdiing to the Jewish childrR^' 
the evening before, and did not return home, but slefi^'af tb^ 
house of « Mr^r Perram; I went to breakfast with htm th^re^ 
After he had been ci^ied tb breakfiut^ we waited a< long iMk^^ 
and as he did not come down, I becune very anxious; Mr^ 
l^erram w«bI to his room, and found him in afcmtj half dressed.^ 
and half shivredi He ddled Mrs. Forram «nd me, «nd w&nte^ 
ever^ means for his recovery ; however^ the indinaition tb biai^ 
continued seva»l hours! 

When the fiunilykft him to my care, 1 told Um he ha^ 

Eeached too much^ and if he did not take better care of UmsdfV 
mightdte in one of those foints. He told me it was not pitada^ 
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ing attogetbi^r t^f bad tort Kiia, hut a letleY 
from Glasgow: ang th^t iQiIe88 he r^i^ere »<jjjr<?>. 
familfy, his usefulness was at an end. He readf Jo k 
tion from the lettei? he had reeeiv^ Ae Friday Wore, v 
to the following effect: "Miss D. vas« disappointed a( W 
the smallness of his inodme, thaj if ppvertjf Qarae uvskAer lu 
fiage, It ought te be bori '3 but fp fiia liito it with her ejes open, 
was a thing Ishe was resolved not to do ; that , ^fie wa> at present 
in the bosom of an affectionate fathj^r's famity^ in affluence and 
coTHfort] and she meant to consqlt her owa interest, arid renE^aii^i 
where she was for three yetts to come." ''''■'' \ ^: 

I had sat for several lipura in bitjteri^uspense, weeping over a 
hrottier stretched apparently qo a bed of death, in a strange 
liouse, and hundreds of miles from hojiie, and no doubt the self- 
ishnessanflapatKy of this klter.fiUedine with iadignation. What 
would I have givep^to have bad him at'hbmeV l^he feefings ex- 
cited at the idea of his being Kept three years in suspense, till 
he would become rich enough to purchase the smile of this leaden 
^oddew^wBA more than I y(a& ati^e to oopceal.; 

In the mean time he gave me an outline of the usa^e he had 
received fiom the beginning, which I scrawled down on a coarse 
s^«etj[)f paper yrhigh was in his rai>m» which was not meant tp 
TC sent without being copied ; but when h read it over, and 
Smxi I bad n^jith^r timef uor^.QijpDTtmrity for -^fiting it oyer, I 
s^iit it a? it wa§, arid ney^r, repented doipg so. 

t do not irieaa you to ^i:iDt what ( have w^tt^, but^it v?iU put 
ypu in possession^ of f^ql;;^.. , , ,, , 
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, « .Itf^d^utt^rrMy ^^r^Her Jias^ jnsjki^iiw relatedtto^ im, 'the treat- 
njient he has leece^y^ ^<^ J^M- The reactqn oil being kere^ i^hieb 
jitieeds^jio exfJanaUoa tPt jouv ^otitl^ine ta4he intorrpiition thus 
coufidentiaUy given. I was e^eftdingly surprise this morfiing, 
ypbei^jny hrotheic told me you. have declined ccuxaogto London at 
the time agreed upon^ and have copsubed jfour own interest^ a&d 
baise p«t it off for three years. 

I win give you a correct picture of j^Mtr. conduct; which | tan 
a^ure ^u.,ia,^^uiiie^. ori|p«al,:nFiret» Mr* Alexaader Fletdier 
wutes t^i)Si93 0. wishing to opep a oofrespondbeiic^ with her op 
a certain subject.. She answers him, 1 have I'eceived youf% and 
<ipnai4ted my aa^enta ;; Jthey ieame i^e * to the bef^iom of -my <|wn 
iwilt^ but 1 d^4i^e cptretpondiiiig with, yau.. The loiitter breaks 
off/ ^earlj: t^o 3rears aUei? this, Mr. F.. was preaching vfk 
Mr, Thomps^n^A chapel, in the Gor^les, Gclaagow — was taken ill 
atlfer service, was taken in a post chaise to Dr. t>.'s house, was 
attended by Mrs. and Miss D. — the correspoodence is again n 
newed-HBiarriage is agreed upon. Mr. Fletcher i$ setded i 
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aorflj alter, Mist D. declines having him, stating she 

vojections to him, but his relationt'were not respectable, 

ne could not think of entering into the connexion on that 

.dunt The affair is broken off aeain. 

The following summer, Mr. Fletcher goes to Scotland to visit 
his father's family, when /o, and behold, be receives a letter from 
Miss D. addressed to the cdre of the Rev. William Fletcher, 
/ Bridge of Teith, father of this disrespectable clan ; this family, 
not fit to be collateral connexions to the writer of the letter! say- 
ing, the family in Glasgow would be happy to see him — ^he goes 
to Glasgow, the affair is begun again, the time of marriage is ap- 
pointed^ his sister eoes to London to prepare matters for the lady's 
reception ; by and bye, she writes to him again, that his income 
is not what she expected, that she could not tbiiik of running into 
poverty with her eyes open ; that if it came on after marriage it 
ought to be submitted to ; but that she was at present in the bosom 
of an affectionate father's family, in affluence and comfort, and 
she had consulted her own interest^ and resolved not to come to 
London for three years. 

I would really like to know what entitles Miss D. of Glasgow 
to airs of this kind, — treatment which a Countess would not give 
to a clown. Is it her person, herpwrse, or<iccowp7isA77i€»^s r Is 
this treatment likely to secure the affections of an equal for three 
years to come % 

I would ask, wherewithal can be be bound three years to afflict 
him I My own opinion is, that you are as ignorant of these means 
as Delila was with respect to Sampson ; and that you would make 
the same use of them^ were they in your power. 

Jban F. 

Miss D.'s answer was no^ sent to me, neither did I ever read 
any of her letters. Her answer to Alexander was as follows : 

Sir,— I have just received a letter from a woman calling her- 
«elf Jean Fletcher. Who is this woman, who is in possession of 
this minute statement of facts 1 No doubt some miscreant walking 
the streets of London^ Who gave, her this minute statement of 
facts 1 Is it the honourable man whom she calls her brother t If 
she is your sister, thank Gcd she shall never be mine. 

E.D. 

I answered as follows : , 

Madam,--*-! am astonished you -can give me a name so abomi- 
nable, for relating what yon confess to be a minute statement 
of facts. 

I beg to warn you, that if s/and^er, the danghter orii^/ictfi 
should cast her venom fm me, I vrilt make bee wipN)#loff with the 
mantle oi prudence, with which she attempts tit^ radm herself. 
" " Nemo me impune lacessit" Jeam Fletcher. 
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